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PSALMODY-. 


zive thanks unto the Lord, call upon 
his name, make known his deeds 
among the. pcop? 2 fing unto him, 


SING PSA unto him. 
1 Chron, xvi. 8, 9. 
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CW 
make the ſingin 7 of them profitable, I 
hope he will. ay he accompany my 
well-meant performance with his preſence, 
and proſper it with his grace. If it 
bring any honor to his holy name and 
word, thanks be to him. If any body 
reads it, and is ſtirred up to ſing more 
and better, if our public ſinging of pſalms 
be reſormed, and become in the leaſt like 


the great concert of ſaints and angels, this 


will be altogether his doing; may he 
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{ have all his praiſe. I deſerve none, be- 
ing only in his church and ſervice what 


he is pleaſed to make me. Through 
his grace I wiſh to live to his glory, 


and to be uſeful in my day to his cauſe 
and intereſt, Help me, reader, to exalt 


him in life and death. May it be thy hap- 


pineſs to do the ſame: for which thou. 
$ haft the hearty prayer of thy ſervant in 


him 
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MEN AND BRETHREN, 


* E are the creatures of God, depen- 
8 dent on him for being and for well 
being. He gives us all our faculties both 

ef mind and body, and he requires us to. 

de chem in his ſervice and to his glory. 
his is our bounden duty. It is the pecu- 
rr dignity of man, who never acts more 

Pobly, than when he employs the powers 

eſtowed upon him to the praiſe of the 

er. None of them ſhould be uſeleſs, 

N Ni t each ſhould be exerted, whenever an 
oertunity offers of glorifying God. 
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In the common actions of liſe this may, 
and ſhould be done: The rule is, Whe- 
“ther, ye eat or drink, or WHATSOEVER 
7 ye do, do all to the glory of God,” but 
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It is far more needful in ſpiritual matters, 
which have an immediate relation to God 
and his worſhip. Theſe he has appointed 
to be the means of ſhewing forth his praiſe. 
Among them ſinging of pſalms is not the 
© leaſt, It is frequently commanded, and 
with a promiſe—faithful is he who hath © 
promiſed—he will render the means ef- 
| fectual to anſwer the end. When believers 
[-employ the faculties of ſoul and body in 
| dinging of his goodneſs and greatneſs, he * 
does accept the ſervice, and teſtifies his 
acceptance. He does indeed communicate 
0 them by his Spirit joy and peace, and 
de rengers ſinging to the Lord with melody ©: 
in the heart the means of increaſing the 
melody and joy. 8 
But where is ſuch finging? in what 
church? among what people? There are 
fome. May their number increaſe. It is 
worth. while to try to increaſe them, eſ- ſt 
pecially as this ordinance is fo much neg- 
lected. The holy affections, which ſhould d 
be ſtirred up by ſo heavenly an exerciſe, 8 
are 1 damped by it. When it is 
per ormed with coldneſs and indifference, 
ow Can it produce ſenſations ſuitzblg to 
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11 
uch exalted means of grace? Or when 
Wcontempt is put upon it, how can it conve 

any of the promiſed bleſſings ? | 
Many things have contributed to the 
preſent neglect and abuſe of this ordinance, 
Hand I have been led to the following re- 
flections in order to try to bring it again 
ro repute. Happy indeed ſhould I think 
myſelf, if the Lord ſhould be pleaſed to 
make uſe of them, as any way conducive 
o the ſinging of his praiſes with the un- 
@eritanding. I ſhall pray and labour for it: 


May he give his abundant bleſſing. 
One of the firſt and preateſt cauſes of 
"Deglecting the ſinging of pſalms ſeems to 
haye ariſen from not attending to, 
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C H A P. I. 


The ſubbject of the book of P/alms, 


HE teſtimony of Jeſus is the ſpirit 
re of prophecy : For to him give all the 
is Nophets witneſs. With one voice they 


e. Weak of his wonderful perſon, of his di- 
o- We undertakings, and of his complete 
11d d eternal ſalvation. It is the ſpirit of 


ir writings to reveal and to teach the 
god knowlege of the Lord. Whoever 
derſtands them perfectly will find the 

Rr © prophets 


"F* * 


171 


prophets treating of the coming of Im- 
manuel in the fleſh, as clearly as the evan- 
geliſts. When this moſt bleſſed event was 
to be accompliſhed in the fulneſs of time, 
a new teſtament witneſs, filled with the i 
holy Ghoft, prophecied, ſaying, ** Bleſſed 
* be the Lord God of Ifrael, for he hath 
* according to his promiſe viſited and re- wi 
« deemed his people, and hath raiſed up 
an horn of ſalvation for us in the houts * 
* of his ſervant David, as he ſpake by the 
% mouth of his holy prophets, which have 
«© been ſince the world Began.” The Lord tra 
never left himſelf without witneſs. Ever poſ 
lince the world began he had prophets, who pur 
foretold what Chriſt was to b and to do, 
who teſtified beforehand of the ſufferings # 
of Chriſt, and the glory that ſhould fol- 
low. "0 
This is the ſubje& of the book of pſalms, 
it treats of Chriſt, and contains the praiſes | 
of the Father's love, and of the Spirit's ep 
ce, as they were manifeſted in the per- n 
on and work of Jeſus Chriſt. The ſalva- en 
tion of ſinners through him is the greateſt Pig! 
diſplay of the covenant mercies of the eter - Mhis 
nal Three; therefore the pſalms celebrate ook 
his wonderful perſon, and his divine un- di 
dertakings— they deſcribe his obedience % 
and 7 >. Man Of conflicts with, and vic-W'o | 
tories over, all his-enemies—his rel! 5 Falte 
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and aſcenfion—his ſitting * the throng, 
the great King of all worlds, viſible and! 
, WE invitible—his gathering together and per- 
„fecting the number of. his elect—his com 
ng at the laſt day to judge men and an- 
1 gels —and the glory which he will beſtow- 
upon his redeemed, when they, ſhall be 
„with him and like him, kings and prieſts 
unto God and his Father, and ſhalbreign 
9 with him for ever. | 
e What ſubje&t can be more noble in- 
„e itſelf than this? Here are the greateſt 
rd tranſactions of the greateſt perſonages, that: 
er poſſibly can be the ever. bleſſed Trinity 
ho purpoſing and covenanting to bring many 
lo, 156 ons unto glory—diſplaying their wiſdom, 
gs and love, and power in an infinite degree, 
ol. through the incarnation, obedience, and 
ſufferings of the Godman, Jehovah Jeſus,. 
ms, d through the effectual grace of the holy 
iſes Ppirit, calling and bringing the ele& to- 
it's Experience the Father's love to them by 
der- With in the Son's perfect ſalvation, and. 
wa- hen guiding them ſafe by his council and 
ateſtPight unto the glory. provided for them. 
eter- his wonderful theme is treated of in the 
rate ok of pſalms in a manner ſuitable to- 
un- digvity—it 1s. not only ſpoken of, but 
ence Fo celebrated - not merely deſcribed, but 
vic- Jo praiſed. The language therefore is 
gion alted. The ſentiments are ſublime. The: 


and} | 4 5. poetry, 
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ö is divine. And no wonder: the FE 
author is equal to the ſubject. He is 
capable of extolling the mercies of that 
covenant, which reach from eternity to 8 
eternity, and of extolling them according 
to their true greatneſs. The pſalms are r 
the compoſition of the all-wiſe Spirit: for 6 
the holy ,Ghoſt ſpake by the mouth of 9 
David, and of the other inſpired penmen. b 
He guided both their hearts and their 3 
hands, The ſentiments and the words are - 
his: for the prophecy came not in old 0 
time by the will of man, but holy men of 
God ate, as they were moved by the 13 | 
Holy Ghoſt—they ſpake as he moved them 
—they indited the pſalms under his inſpi- 
ration. The praiſes therein given of the . 
perſon and work of the ever b ene Imma- 
nuel are not human, but truly divine. 
What may not be expected from ſuch an 
author? Who is by eſſential union one ir 
the Godhead with the Father and the Son, 
and who is by his office to teſtify of jeſu 
and to glorify Jeſus, If the pſalms be read 
under his influence, they will be found 
equal to the ſubject, in every view ſuited 
to exalt the incarnate God, and if the 
be fung with grace in the heart, the 4 
will increaſe the faith and hope of even 
devout worſhipper. There are ſeveral Pfaln 
which are applicable to none but JJ 
| C Tis 
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Y Wcarit, and many expreſſions which could 
not be truly ſpoken by any one, but by him 
„ho was God and man in one Chriſt, 


4 | EMany will receive new luſtre and emphaſis, 
1 when viewed in the ſame light, The 


proper pſalms, which are appointed to be 
* read on the feſtivals, do certainly treat of 


* the birth, death, reſurrection, and aſcen- 

on of the Lord Chriſt, and of the coming 

= of the holy Spirit on the day of r 
1 


: in conſequence of Chriſt's aſcenſion ; for, 
1d Nays he, If I go not away the comforter 


will not come unto you; but if I go. 


h 15 * away, Iwill ſend him unto you.“ Our 
me Bhcformers certainly underſtood thoſe pro- 
107 per pſalms to be deſcriptive of Chriſt, and 
. ook them in the ſame ſenſe our Lord and 
tue pis apoſtles did; who have quoted the 


ma dock of pſalms eighty-two times. Their 

me. FÞanner of quoting it demonſtrates, that 

an hey took it for granted it was written 

* Roncerning Chriſt. Indeed many paſlages, 
: 


HAnnot be applied to any one, but ro him; 
or inſtance—he appeals to God to be tried 
cording to his innocence—to be reward 
according to his righteouſneſs—he de- 


= LC be judged according to the clean- 
s of his heart and „ any 
a "= de of us ſay, ** Search me to the bot- 
Ck tom, O God, and know my heart; try 


Jeſu 
brich 


me and know my thoughts, and ſee if 
there 


> © ww 4 > 
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| =* there be any way of wickedneſs in me.” 
All have ſinned. All we like ſheep have 
gone aſtray, and if we were to be tried 
according to the holy law by a heart-ſearch- | 
ing God, every mouth would be ſtopped, WW 
and all the world would become guilty i 
before him. O what would become of the Mis 
beſt of us, if God was to judge us as we Mrd. 
are. The cxixth pſalm is a deſcription of 
the love of Chriſt to the law, his ſtudy in Wbi: 
it, and his perfect obſervance of it. O i 
| -what love have I unto thy law — with my Bu 
Whole heart have I fought thee—I have not Ws fi 
W -departed from thy judgments—“ I have an 
worn“ (with the oath of the covenant) ma 
and 1 will perform it, that I will keep WW it 
= << thy righteous judgments.” Are not WM 
theſe the peculiar deſcriptions of the work 
of the God- man, in which he was alone, 
and of ike people there was none with 
him—any more than there was in the 
offering for fin, when he trod the wine- 
;preſs alone, and of the people there was none Wl 
with him, of which che xIth pfalm treats W 
-—any more than there was in bringing in 
.everlaſting righteouſneſs, for which the 
church praiſes him in ſeveral pſalms, par- 
ticularly in Ixxi, and will triumph in his 
righteouſneſs, and in his only for ever. 
more. The glory is his. No offering, 
no xighteouſueſs, but his, can ſave: the 
praiicih 


ing 
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faiſes therefore of the great ſalvation of 
e r God, which run through the book of 
d Elms, are the peculiar prerogatives of the 
-Ing of ſaints. They are his crown and 
l, Wadem. The Honors are ſolely his, and 
y will wear them with unrivalled fame. 
ie Mis name is King of Kings and Lord of 
e Mras, and the armies of heaven follow 
of m with one mind and onewheart, aſ- 
in Wbing unto him honor and glory and 
0 Welling and praiſe ſor ever and ever. Amen. 
ny But although the work was altogether 
ot W from firft to laſt, none being capable 
ve any part, but he who is God as well 
ur) man, yet eternal bleſſings on him, he 
ep it for us and for our ſalvation. His 
10t Wple have an intereſt in what he is 
rk hd in our nature—they have cheir ſhare 
ne, Nhat he did and ſuffered for them, and 
ith Wy have an unſpeakable benefit in what 
the is now doing for them in the preſence 
ne- Ol the Father, By believing they have 
one don and peace through his offering on 
2ats tree. 55 believing they put on the 
ind Jeſus Chriſt, and find acceptance in 
the ighteouſneſs. By believing they com- 
dar- their perſons and concerns into his 
his ds, and he ever liveth their prevaili 
ver · Mrrceſſor to obtain for them every needful 
ing, ing. Thus they learn to truſt him, 
tho in cruſting ro experience his faithful- 
dien | nels, 


114 ] 
neſs. He gives them cauſe to love him 
and to rejoice in him. For having receive 
a new birth and life in him they can fing 
the pſalms of his nativity, and join ange = 
and men in aſcribing glory in the big nel 
to the incarnate God. They read of hi 
dying love in ſzveral pſalms, and the 
worſhip him for bearing their fins ang 
ſhame and gurſe in his body and ſoul upoy 
the croſs: The lamb that was ſlain an} 
redeemed them to God by his blood 1 
the conſtant theme of their grateful ſong; 
When they read or ſing the pſalms of h 
reſurrection, they look upon him as th 
firſt fruits of the dead, the earneſt of th 
whole harveſt,” and with grateful hear: 
they bleſs him for making, and for keep 
ing them alive to God. They ſhare in al 
his victories and triumphs, being his happ 
ſubjects : for he has a kingdom, which 4 
celebrated in many of the pſalms. The 
treat of his almighty power to rule all bq 
ings and things, and of the ſweet ſceptſ 
of his love, by which he governs his willin 
people. He manifeſts to them the great 
neſs and majefty of his kingdom, ſo th 
under his royal protection they find delive 
ance from the temptations to ſin, and fro 
the miſeries of fin, and through his ſpeci 
love he gives them here 1n the kingdo 
of his grace a happineſs, which all t 

2 * Kingdon 
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m, cannot poſſibly give. T live 
ppy indeed: for he 4 — chem Lug of 
> good of his choſen; they do rejoice 
the gladneſs of his nation, and they 
ry in his inheritance. Theſe are high 
Nvileges; but they are only the earneſts 
Wthat kingdom, which endureth for ever. 
Wwhi@Slorious things are ſpoken of thee, 
pu City of God, in which the great king 
ighteth to dwell, and to manifeſt his 
dry. Wonderful things are written of 
s everlaſting kingdom in the book of 
Ims, with which his happy ſubjeas mix 
h, and can then ſing them with a hope 


"WW! of glory and immortality. The pfalms 
©: Woughout ſo deſcribe the king of ſaints, 
" "Wh they who partake of his grace may 
10 in them continual mech of their 
. h, and continual improvement of it: 


they have an intereſt in all he was, 
| in all he is. Was his truſt in God 
aken? They hepe he will make theirs 
faſt. Was his walk holy, harmleſs, 
| undefiled? They depend on him for 
rpth to tread in his ſteps. Were his 
pers perfectly holy? They admire his 
mple, and through his Spirit they daily 
off the old man, and put on the new. 
he carried through the greateſt ſuffer- 
slch entire reſignation? They look 
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% gdoms of the world, and the glory of 
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WS under all their trials for his promiſed 


oport. Has he all his enemies under 
feet? They are waiting in joyful hope 
dr the fruit of his conqueſt. Is he now 
in our nature in the higheſt glory? It is 
r them, their eyes ſhall ſee the 
ing in his beauty. O bleſſed proſpect ! 
they ſhall ſoon be with him, and like him 
too, when they ſhall ſee him as he is. 
The pſalms are ſo written of Chriſt, that 
every believer may find comfort in what 
he reads or ſings. Chriſt being the head 
of the body the church, all the member 
do ſhare with their head in- what he 1s and 
has, in his incarnation, life and death, re- 
ſurrection and interceſſion, yea they ſhal 
live and reign with him for ever and ever, 
That my meaning may be better under. 
ſtood, I will give an inſtance in the fri, 
pſalm. Let us conſider, how it is to b 
underſtood of Chriſt, and in what manne 
it is uſefal to thoſe, who through faith ar 
one with Chriſt. 
As it treats of. Chiſt, it is a proper pre 
face to the whole book. It gives an ac 
count of the ſubject, and is an-abridgmen 
of it, containing in ſubſtance what is Jars: 
ly handled in the other parts. For Chr 
is here deſcribed under the character of th 
perfect perſon, who was to retrieve for 


geople all the loſſes of the fall, e » 
TY 3 
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d Fn their nature, and yet he was by nature 
er Wnd practice, in heart and life, ſeparate 
pe rom ſinners; negatively he had not the 
W Walt communion with them, being with- 
at one ſpot of ſin, poſitively he was per- 
he ectiy holy. He fulblled all the righteouſ- 
less of the law in its higheſt requirements, 
1M Woth in obedience to its precepts, and 
18. ſo in ſuffering its penalties, Thus he 
hatſWeccame to his people the tree of life, hav- 
hate life in himſelf, as God ſelf-exiſtent, 
d having life communicatively, as God- 
an, to beſtow upon every branch in 
m.,—l am the vine, ſays he, ye are the 
"Wanches, by him they are quickened, in 

m they Huy through him they be- 
ne fruitful, and by his influence they 
-[-Foſper and bring forth much fruit to 
glory of God. Herein they are di- 
ly contrary to the wicked, who are 


ann*VWrer quickened by him, but left to periſh 
th 2Y their fins, 

r pre PSALM I. 
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g meißt. Succeſsful are the ſteps of that . 
lars, who never walks in the council of 
- Chr\laſpreſſors, and in the way of ſinners 
of Wer ſtands, and in the feat of mockers 


er ſits, 


2. But 
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up under all their trials for his promiſed i 
ſupport. Has he all his enemies under 
his feet? They are waiting in joyful hope 
for the fruit of his conqueſt, Is he now 
in our nature in the higheſt glory? It is 

romiſed them, their eyes ſhall ſee the 

ing in his beauty. O bleſſed proſpect 
they ſhall ſoon be with him, and like him 
too, when they ſhall ſee him as he is, 
The pſalms are ſo written of Chriſt, thai 
every believer may find comfort in what 
he reads or ſings. Chriſt being the head 
of the body the church, all the member 
do ſhare with their head in what he is and 
has, in his incarnation, life and death, re- 
ſurrection and interceſſion, yea. they hal 
live and reign with him for ever and everhhe 

That my meaning may be better under 

ſtood, I will give an inftance in the fig 81 

pſalm. Let us conſider, how it is to be 

underſtood of Chrift, and in what manneher e 

it is uſeful to thoſe, who through faith af thei 

one with Chriſt. 

As it treats of Chiſt, it is a proper pre 
face to the Whole book, It gives an a 
count of the ſubject, and is an.abridgmenſh, 8. 
of it, containing in ſubſtance what is lar, v3 
ly handled in the other parts. For Chi ſore 
is here deſcribed under the character of ier fl 
perfect perſon, who was to retrieve for Ner ſit 
people all the loſſes of the fall, Te n 
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d In their nature, and yet he was by nature 
er And practice, in heart and life, ſeparate 
pe ſom ſinners; negatively he had not the 
OW Walt communion with them, being with= 
; 13 Wut one ſpot of fin, pofitively he was per- 
theſectiy holy. He fulblled all the righteouſ- 
Ales of the law in its higheſt requirements, 
umnſoth in obedience to its precepts, and 
ſo in ſuffering its penalties, Thus he 
Wcame to his people the tree of life, hav- 
WW; life in himſelf, as God ſelf-exiſtent, 
jd having life communicatively, as God. 
Wan, to beſtow upon every branch in 
n.,—l am the vine, ſays he, ye are the 
Wanches, by him they are quickened, in 

m they — through him they be- 
me fruitful, and by his influence they 
oſper and bring forth much fruit to 
glory of God. Herein they are di- 
Wily coritrary to the wicked, who are 
Ser quickened by him, but left to periſh 
Icheir fins, 
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Jem. Succeſsful are the Reps of that pr: 
5 Jar?Y, who never walks in the council of 


aſpreſſors, and in the way of ſinners 


"Mer Sands, and in the feat of mockers 
er 11S, 


2. But 
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2. But in the law of Jehovah is his 

delight, and in his law will he meditate 
day and night. 

3. For then he ſhall be like a tree that 
was planted by the ſtreams of waters, which þ 
will yield its fruits in their ſeaſon, and its 
top-ſhoot ſhall never fade, but whatſoever 
he ſhall take in hand he ſhall be able tw by; 
make it proſperous, 

4. It ſhall not be ſo with tranſgreſſors, 
but they ſhall be like the chaff which the 
wind blows away. 

5. Becauſe the tranſgreſſors ſhall not be 
fet up in judgment, nor ſinners in the con- 
gregation of the righteous. 

For Jehovah acknowlegeth the way 
of the righteous, but the way of finners 
mall be deſtroyed. 

This pſalm is a general deſcription of 
the ſucceſs of Jeſus in his work, ſhewingW an 
what ſteps he was to take for the ſalva-Wit, 
tion of his people: He was to be a man er o. 
like us in all things, excepting in ; from 
which he was perfectly free: No though 

of it ever entered his mind, not one mo. 
ment did he decline from the way « 
duty, but always afted under the influ- 


v. 
ence of divine love, in his life, and en 
his example reproving thoſe who made ¶eaſil 
mock at fin, He was holy, hamleſs anWut - b 


undefile 
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5 Widefiled in his nature, and ſeparate from 
© Waners in his practice: For 
He was perfectly acquainted with the 
vine law: It was his continual ſtudy, and 
obey it was his continual delight—lt 
Was his meat and drink—“ Lo I come, 
# ſays he, to do thy will, O God:“ He 
to Poiced to fulfil its precepts by his life, 
d he was a willing ſacrifice to ſuffer its 
rs, Wnalties in his death. In both he magni» 
he Wed the law, and made it infinitely honour- 
le. And 
be Thus it became him to bring many 
on- Ws unto glory. Whatſoever he under- 
dk for them had perfect ſucceſs. N. 
vay Ws the tree of life watered with abüh- 
1ers Wnt ſtreams of grace, the Spirit being 
en not by meaſure unto him; a tree 
| of Wject to no change, but always grow- 
ing and flouriſhing, always bearing forth 
it, and making every branch in it a par- 
er of the heavenly influences of the ſtock 
dn which it grows. 
but, the tranſgreſſors, who are not 


mo ted into him by faith, have no ſpi- 
y gal life, nor fruit they are lighter 
nflu- vanity itſelf: And they ſhall be 
d bien from the judgment ſeat of God, 


eaſily as any light chaff is driven 
ut by a ſtrong wind, and they ſhall 
ultly baniſhed for evermore from the 
KF | general 
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the 

poneral aſſembly and church of the firiW,11 1 
rn: "Fr ving 
For Jehovah always approved of the in | 
way the righteous, whom he cholerch f 
and called, and juſtified freely by his gracWThy 


through the redemption which is in Chril 
Jeſus, but the way of tranſgreſſors hl 
— 8 and they ſhall ſoon utter 
iſh, 
In this ſenſe the pſalm is true of Chril. 
but believers have their ſhare in the ble 
ſings of which it treats: For in his ſuc 
__ they partake. They have fellowſhi 
with him in every ſtep which he took 
wark out their ſalvation, When the 
ha redemption through faith in | 
blood, and free acceptance through fait 
in his righteouſneſs, then they wal 
humbly with him, and he puts his fea 
within them. He teaches them to thi 
part from evil, they do not walk in tif 
council of the ungodly, nor ſtand in t 
way of ſinners, nor ſit in the ſeat of d 
ſcornful: 
But he puts his law in their inw 
parts and writes it in their hearts; in the 
renewed minds they are brought to delig 
in it; they make it their continual ſtud 
and through grace to walk in it is the 
continual practice. Vea, they live | 
the faith of the Son of God, as branch 


4 


8, 
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the tree of life: Becauſe he lives they 
Mall live alſo; drawing from their life- 
ving root every thing needful to mortify 
e in them, and to enable them to bring 
Wrth fruit unto God: _ 
Thus he ſeparates them from tranſgreſ- 
, who live and die in their fins, theſe 
8 like chaff, which the wind driveth 


[ 


4% 
LN 


} y Ay. 
| Becauſe they ſhall not ſtand in the, 
WW oment of God, nor come into the 
«WWarch of Chriſt, 
ue or the Lord with his loving kindneſs 
arded the way of the righteous, but 
way of tranſgreſſors ſhall periſh. 
hus believers look upon the pſalms. 
ey conſider them as treating of the glo- 
s perſon and work of the Godman, 
= conſidering themſelves in him, as 
pers under him their head, quickened 
4 is Spirit and receiving all the blefſiggs 
Piritual Hife out of his fulneſs, they can 
tand and ſing the praiſes of Im- 
vel, with melody in their hearts; For 
can apply to themſelves the benefits - 
is atonement and right-auſneſs, of his 
veefſion and glory, and this renders 
pfalm precious, and finging them 
high ordinance, Their God does 
them and bleſs them in finging 
* While they expreſs their lo 
to 
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to him, he communicates his love t. 
them, and they have fellowſhip with thi 
Father, and with his Son Jeſus. Chriſt b 
the Spirit. | 

But this will be more evident from con. 
fidering ſome particulars. relating to thWk 
ſubject; ſuch as Mus 


9 
The ſcripture names of the P/alms;. | 


HERE. are three Hebrew names 
ten uſed in the titles of the 1 
which the Septuagint have tranſlated pſaln ig! 
hymns, and ſongs. The word render 
by them hymns is Thehilim, which is! 
running title to this book, expreſſive of tea 
won | deſign, and is an abridgment 
e whole matter. It comes from a Hut 
brew word that ſignifies the briſk motif ef 
of light, ſhining and putting its ſplen 
upon any object, and this makes it brig 
and illuſtrious. Hence comes the ele 
priety of the word, as it is uſed to pra 
which is to ſet an object in the light; 
the rays ſhining upon it may render 
ſplendid and beautiful, and--thereby 
rious and praiſe-worthy. Such bo 


: 
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Ims. They are rays of light Fug. 
s, (if I might uſe ſuch a word, and it 
the literal ſenſe of the Hebrew) hymns 
nded to manifeſt the glory of the per-- 
, and to ſhew forth & praiſes of the 
k of God Jeſus: For light in its va- 


* 
th 
ſt b 


con 
th 


n of the Lord Chriſt, He is diſtin- 
med by this name throughout the old 
— and he applied all the paſſages 
bimſelf in the new, when he declared 
Tar: he light of the worla—“ I am not 
Sonly the creator of light in the mate- 
ral world, but alſo in the ſpiritual 


4. 


es H orld—darkneſs covers the earth and 
0 darkneſs the people, until I the 
ſaln Might of life ariſe upon their ſouls: 


ent © blind ſhall ſee out of obſcurity. and 
1 gut of darkneſs.” 
eſus gives eyes to ſee with and light 


not 1s 

lend "Bp  þ He opens the eyes of the un- 

pri tanding and makes ſpiritual objects 
ble: ſo that, whoever is enlightened 


Ius uſes in nature is the appointed em- 


And when I come with healing in 
my rays, in that day ſhall the deaf 
hear my words, and the eyes of the 


" 
-_ - - D. 
. . .ꝛ ˙a , , 


h ſaving knowlege, has. it, all from 
en, and it ſhould. all lead to him. He 
Pe bright day ſtar which ſhines through- 
the volume of revelation; but in no 


with clearer rays than in weren 
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ef pſalms. Here he is exalted in his m 
dian glory: For the whole ſcripture d 
not give greater light into what he waz 
be, and to do, and to ſuffer, his life, | 
temper, his employment from his ten 
age until his crucifixion, than is to Wh: 
found in thoſe divine hymns: Nor are t 
any more full deſcriptions of his paſi,** 
death, reſurrection, aſcenſion, and 
kingdom which ruleth over all. In 
pfalms he himſelf read and meditated ©% 4 
and night, while he was growing in 
dom and ſtature, And in them will e 
true believer meditate, that he may la 
more of the light of the knowledge of ae 
ry of God, as it ſhines in the perſoſ 
eſus Chriſt, As the eyes of his und 
ſtanding are more enlightened with 
faving truth he will more happily enjo 
his heart the benefits of the humiliati=1 
and exaltation of the incarnate Jehoug 
May this, reader, be thy happy caſe : nh - 
every pſalm be as the ſhining light, le,, 
ing thee to a growing knowlege of Je, 
and ſhining on clearer ſtill unto the 1 
tet day, & | 
Zemer is another Hebrew word wil 
the Septuagint tranſlate p/alms ; as a 
it ſignifies to cut and prune trees, »ll 
noun it is a branch cut off and prul 
and by way of eminence the branch, Wh 


D 


Q 


2. „ 
n 


mw 


2 


me an whoſe name is the branch, whs 
e Mas known and diſtinguiſhed by this title 
wal the ſcripture, He was the eternal 
fe, Nod, and he was in the fulneſs of time 
ten be made fleſh, and to be cut off, but 
tot for himſelf. This was the great 
re io ſaction in the everlaſting covenant— 
paſa Thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts, Zech. 
nd ii. 7, 8. Behold I will bring forth my 
= {crvant the BRANCH,” the promiſed 
Inch, which was to ſpring from the 
t of Jeſſe; and again, Zech. vi. 12, 
» 'Thus ſpeaketh the Lord of hoſts, 
y e chold the man whoſe name is the 
of rack, and he ſhall grow up out of 
erſor WE his place and he ſhall build the tem- 
ple of the Lord, (in which the God- 
head ſhall reſide) even he ſhall build 
ie temple of the Lord, and he ſhall 
linie bear the glory, and ſhall fit and ſhall 
choral rule upon his throne, and he ſhall be 
fe : a prieſt upon his throne, and the coun- 
t, leg el of peace ſhall be between them 
f je boch,“ between Jehovah and the branch: 
he e the branch having grown up in 
= . d 
place was in the temple of his 
| wil Wy 0 ratify the counſel of peace: He 
a co eſtabliſh it in his life, and to fall 
* his death, and having by dying con- 
"4 red death, and him that had the 
ver of death, he was to rebuild the 
"hs — temple 


26 
temple of the Lord, as he ſaid unto 0 
Jews—** Deftroy this temple, and i 
& three days I will build it up.” Wide 
he fulfilled by building up the temple V 
his body natural, and thereby he ay 3 
monſtrated that he will in due time 1 
teftly complete the temple of his by 
ſpiritual, which is his church: For | 1 
is a head to all his members. 
quickens them by his grace, and ac 
ates them by his influence. By unt 2 
uith him they live, by communion wi! 
him they grow. His Spirit breathes throu = 
the church, which is his body, and e 
ables the members to grow up into hin 
all things, who is the head, even Chis 
whereby he teaches them, and it 15 a g. 
part of their growth, how to acknow/| 
their obligations with increaſing hr 34 
| lity to their glorified head. He rerc 

the ſalvation of Jeſus finiſhed upon wh 
| eroſs the ſweet ſubjet of their { Fs 
| tual ſong. Eis dying love they we e 
5 keep ever in mind; they would ba 
| always warm upon their hearts, and M 
upon their tongues. His paſſion on 
tree is their never ceaſing theme: (Wl 
forbid, ſay they, that we ſhould glory, Bl 4 „ 
| | cept in the croſs of our Lord Jeſus Ci - 

| In this they glory, and in this alone, '3 
their voices, and with every mutica! ul 
11 ung | 


ah n 
Sz 1 
2 


aw) 
of 


ri. 


n „4.1 — —— — — — 
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ument, but chiefly with the melody of 


nd er hearts, they endeavour to praiſe him, 
Wich o was flain and hath redeemed them 
ple Wpe2 God by his blood, It becometh them 
\e ll in the houſe of their pilgrimage thus 
ne pe ing the triumphs of the worthy lamb: 
Prit is to be in their Father's houſe the 
Il bleſſed ſubject of their endleſs ſong, 
fte ten thouſand times ten thouſand, and 
1 0, MWouſands of thouſands of angels, and the 
at multitude which no man could num- 


ito thi 


un = * * 
»n u of all nations and kindreds, and peo- 
hren and tongues, harping with their golden 


nde Mys in full concert join in praiſing the 
hin Meified Immanuel. —““ Worthy is the 
Chile mb that was flain to receive power 
a cn and riches, and wiſdom and ſtrength, 
on, and honour and glory, and bleſſing. 
hu Amen. IIallelujah.“ 
den here is another Hebrew word He R, 
„on; Which the Septuagint conſtantly render 
r i @ Jorg, frequently applied to the pſalms, 
„est ſigniſies rule and government, and is 
baute Bie for any principality among men, 
Aal ce it is very properly ſpoken of him 

ee kingdom ruleth over all, The 
„peace is one of his high titles. He 
. alled the prince of the kings of the 
. (1 —2 prince fer ever—of whoſe go. 
ne, ment and peace there ſhall be no end, 
: ..| FP this empire he had an unalienable and 
: B 2 inde» 
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indefeiſable right, being in the one Jeho t 
vah poſſeſſed of the ſame perfections wit Tis 
| the Father and the holy Spirit. But the : 
moſt common view in which the plan; ge 
conſider him 1s that of the God- man, . 
mediator, whoſe principality is the mo! 
| glorious reign of grace, He fits upon hi 


en 


throne freely to beſtow all divine bleſſing! 
upon his redeemed, and he is Meſſiah hs: 
prince who was raiſed to his kingdom by 
the covenant of the eternal Three: li was 
which he engaged to be a {ſurety for hi a: 
people; and in their nature, and in ther ! 
ſtead to ſatisfy all the offended attribute Jeac 
of the Father by his holy life and death ed 
and the Father engaged to give him *exe: 
kingdom with all power in heaven art "ex 
earth, Accordingly in the fulneſs of tin: m6 
he was manifeſted in the fleſh, and for 4: hwy 
joy that was ſet before him, he endure: des 
the croſs, and deſpiſed the ſhame, andi wh 
ſet down at the right hand of the chrom, ep 
of God. He is greatly exalted, far abo "my 
all principality and power, and might ant e 
| dominion, and every name that is named, 1 #9 
not only in this world, but alſo in thay 1 

” which is to come. The once crucified ii 


}? 
p 


now the enthroned Jeſus, King of King Ep 
and Lord of Lords, almighty to ſave hu 
people from all their fins and from all! 
their enemies. The glories of Immanuel 
FM 


* 


+ & 


ehe. this reſpect are celebrated under the 
wii me SE. in ſeveral of the pſalms. In 
thee >x1viich pſalm for inſtance, all the peo- 
alm 4 e are called upon to clap their hands for 


ing . and to ſhout unto God with the voice 
mo! ol triumph, becauſe Jehovah Jeſus is the 
n hi eat king over all the earth, His happy 
linge vernment, under which believers receive 
x the their bleſſings, was to be the conſtant 
n by MPiect of their orateful ſong. Singing 
11 s uſing words and ſounds to expres the 
" hi Miſes of the king of ſaints, and cheir joy 


ther bim. It was fo much the ruling and 
ute: IAading ſubject, that every hymn remind- 
2at1, ed them of Meſfah the prince. When- 
m : *exer they were happy in their hearts, they 
anc e gpreſted ic by finging the praiſes of that 
tim: mot glorious perſon, who was made fleſh, 
ah humbfing himſelf to be obedient unto 
ure: death, even the death of the croſs, and 
1d Who thereby became the head of all prin- 
ron: eipality and power. He ruleth, the al- 
bor mighiy Immanuel over every creature and 
an every thing, God- man upon his throne, 
ned Tall his enemies, death itſelf be de- 
ther oyed, and then he will reign. with the 
d ther and the Spirit for ever and ever: 
ing pr his reign is everlaſting, and of his 
15 Ingdom there ſhall be no end. 

al This was the delightful theme in the 
1uc ok of plalms, I he old teſtament ſaints 
Wo B 3 were 


191 1 
were never weary of celebrating Me: 
their prince, the Lord and Saviour of 1 
people, made an offering for their ſin: 
dead, riſen, and aſcended to his thron: 
This is ſtill the ſweeteſt ſubject in d 
church of God. Happy are they, wii of 
have the Lord Chriſt ruling over their o 
ward eſtate. Thrice happy they, W 
have him ruling in their fouls, O wh: 71 
8 is it to have ſet up within then 
the kingdom of God! which is rightect U 
neſs, peace, and joy in the holy Ghe! M 
None have greater reaſon to rejoice wit 
joy and finging, than they who have Chr: 
dwelling in their hearts by faith. It ua. 
one principal deſign of thoſe ſacred hymn 
to keep up this holy joy, that if any we: ® 
merry they might ſing pſalms and be g.. 
in the Lord. Senſible of his tender ca 
and royal protection, with what joyful I 
will they extoll their king? They wu. ( 
have all within them to bleſs his hol 
name, and would be praifing him wit - 
* 
5 
4 
f 
| 


ſalms and hymns and ſpiritual ſongs, : 
Joicing all the way to Sion, and maki:! 
eavenly melody in their hearts unto ti: 


Lord. 

Theſe three names take in the ſubjc! 
of the whole book—the hymns contain te 
praiſes of Immanuel, our ſun of rightcou! 
neſs—the g/alms treat of his taking ol 
nature 


* 
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ler ture, and in it being cut off for his 
of A ople, that through his death they might 
ine the /ongs celebrate the glories of his 


Iigdom, both in earth and heaven, in 


n ie and eternity, Beſides theſe names 
©... _— * 
WF the book of pſalms there are ſeveral 
ron her things written in ſcripture concern- 
i WW them, which confirm the account here 
w | 
wk. en of their reference to the ever- bleſſed 
then Neſſiah, king of ſaints, and which will 
"OF, farther illuſtrated under the conſidera» 
Ia n of 
1e. 1 
"Wit 
wi : 
Arni HAF. it 
t u 
Lym Tr 
Sore paſſages of the Old Teſtament, concern- 
"= ins the book of Plal 
2 3 ing the book of Pjalms. 
r ca: 
17 HES E paſſages are either ſuch as 
"0 command the ſinging of pfalms, or 
ſuch as lay down rules for ſinging them 
ho — 0 © 
11 properly : of the firſt fort we find frequent 
„„ wention. © Give thanks unto the Lord, 
5 


EW & call upon his name, make known his 
"8 deeds among the people: Sing unto 


EN me him, fing plalms unto him: O ſing 
FE # unto the Lord a new ſong, ſing unto 
n __— Lord, all the earth: Sing unto the 
regal 57 Lord, bleſs his name, ſhew forth his 
— ſalvation from day to day, Make a 
ou 


uu B 4 « Joyful 
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« joyful noiſe unto the Lord, all the earth 


<© make a loud noiſe, and rejoice, any 1 5 


„ give praiſe: Sing unto the Lord will | 
« the harp, with the harp, and the voi. 9 


4% of a pſalm. O clap your hands, 
« ye people, ſhout unto God with tig 
4 voice of triumph: For the Lord mo 
% high is to be feared: He is the gre: 
4e king over all the earth: Sing forth 
4 honour of his nam e, make his pr 
% glorious: Sing plalms unto God, 

* pfalms: Sing plams to our king, f 

«© pſalms, for it is good to ſing ws x ? 
<< our God: for it is pleaſant and pri! 


<c is comely: Sing ye praiſes with eg 


<< underſtanding : Ying ye praiſes Wi 


«« the whole heart: Let every thing the 
% hath b eath praiſe the Lord. Amen 


4 Hallelujah.“ 

In obedience to thoſe commands be. 
Hevers exhort one anocher to this delight 
ſul exerciſe, O come let us fing unn 
4 the Lord, let us make a joyful noiſe 10 
«© the rock of cur /alvation, (Heb. ou! 
4 Jeſus). Let us come before his pre. 


4 ſence with thankſgiving, and make 1 


« joyſul noiſe unto him with pfalms.“ 
And what was thus expreſſed in the con. 
gregation, every beltever in private ap- 
plies to himſelf and practices ** Blefs the 
% Lord, O my ſcul, and all that is wich. 


$0 in 


* 
in me, bleſs his holy name: While 1 
live will J praiſe the Lord, I will ſing 
praiſes unto my God while I have my 
being: I will extol thee my God, 0 
king, and I will bleſs thy name for ever 
and ever.“ 


Ve have abundant authorities in the 


res of believers to prove, that ſinging 


pfalms was very early in the churck. 
Potes compoſed a pſalm, which he and 


e whole congregation ſang to the glory 


cheir almighty deliverer from Egyptian 


mdage, On the victory obtained over 


ilcra che captain of Jabin's hoſt, Deborah 


Ind Barak ſang a hymn of thankſgiving 
Fecorded in the book of the wars of the 
Eord. David was the ſweet finger of If- 
mac! raiſed up of God to indite the praiſes 
of the glorious Immanuel: The book of 
Plalms, which he ſpake by the holy Ghoſt, 


has been in uſe in the church ever fince his 


time. Ihe pſalms made part of every days 
ſervice in the temple. They were ſung by 
Chriit, and by his apoſtles. Paul and 
Mas in priſon, with their feet in the ſtocks, 
at midnight, had liberty in their hearts 
d ſing a pſalm unto the Lord. We know 
r certain from ſacred hiſtory, confirmed 
profane authors, that when the whole 
urch was come together into one place 
was part of the public ſervice to ſing 
B 4 pſalms: 
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pſalms: for which there were rules laid 


down both in the old teſtament and in tlie 
new. 


The principal rule was about the en“ 


propoſed in ſinging. Why did God en- 


join it in his ſervice? And with what view f 


did he require it to be performed by his 
people? He has herein clearly revealed 
his will. He intended to teach them to 


acknowlege his infinite love in Jeſus, , 


through whom all their bleſſings flow, and 
to praiſe him and to thank him with joy- 
ful hearts and lips. Singing was the out- 
ward expreſſion of their inward joy, and 


therefore it was accompanied with inftru- 


ments of all kinds to proclaim in the“ 


andeſt manner their joy in the Lord, 
While the daily ſacriſices were burning on 
the altar, they celebrated with believing 
hearts the atonement of the lamb of God, 
and expreſſed their triumphing in it with 
all the powers of vocal and inſtrumental 
muſic, Thus they were commanded, 
Numb. x. 10. In the day of your glad. 


« neſs, and in your folemn days, and in 
«6 


« 


* 


blow with the trumpets over your burnt 
offerings, and over the ſacrifices of your 
peace offerings, that they may be to 
vou ſor a memorial before the Lord 
your God: 1 am the Lord your God.” 
; Ing 


66 
46 
«c 
46 


the beginning of your months, ye ſhall 


'Þ 


N 
» 
1 


"= 
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_ is commandment Hezekiah obſerved. 
4 


tier he had cleanſed the temple from the 


ESllations of his profane predeceſtor, 


cmi He et the Levites in the houſe of the 
11, 9 : - &.-4Y & 
"hg re Lord with cymbals, with pſalterics, and 
15 & with harps, according to the command- 
, * 2@ ment of David, and of Gad the king's 
e i leer, and Nathan the prophet: for fo 
| {0 _ he Lord by © 
n was the commandment of the Lord by 
4 his prophets: And the Levites ſtood 
0% ich the inſtruments of David, and the 
OV- "8. 1 ith the trumpets: And Here 
prieſts with the trumpets: And Heze- 
we kiah commanded to offer the burnt 
I ottering upon the altar, and when the 
ru- Cc | 


h burnt offering began, THE SONG OP THE 
' GLoxp Becan allo with the trumpets, and 
. e with the inflruments ordained by David 
king of Iſrael: And all the congrega- 
"5 «Hon worſhipped, and the ſingers ſang, 
% «and the trumpeters ſounded, and all this 
e continued until the burnt offering was 


[ . 4 — 5 
wy 4% finiſhed.” 2 Chron. xxix. 25, &c. Their 
4% muohc was not merely to pleaſe; it was 
ate exprefive. For it was a memorial. It 

in 


" do call to mind the ſacrifice of Imma- 
| mW, and the joy flowing from it, the 


mn hateſt joy that poſlibly can be: For all 
224 he ſacrifices - pointed to him, and were 
%  Mituted to keep up faith and hope in 
ord Wh. He was the lamb who verily was 
d. -ordained before the foundation of the 


world, 


1 
b + 
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world, who was ſlain in type ſrom the WW 
foundation of the world, and who in the 
fulneſs of time appeared to put away ſin 
by the ſacrifice of himſelf. The apoſtie 
has proved at large in the epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, that all the ſacrifices under che 
Iaw were types and figures of the ſacrifce at 
of Chriſt, and that the benefits aſcribed to 
them were to fignify the graces which fer 6 
to his redeemed from his ſacrifice: FH 
through this alone juſtice was fſatisf«i, a 
wrath appeaſed, atonement made, the con- 
ſcience purged from guilt, the ſinner freely a 
pardoned, fully juſtified, yea ſanctified and a 
perfected *for ever: So that by his one WM 
offering he faves behevers from all fins an! 
all 2 and gives them enjoyme:: bl 
now of all bleflings, and will ſecure n WM 
them eternal enjoyment. Here is th MW 
fountain of all joy. From hence floy: 8 
peace with God, and love to God wii All 


e 


- 


every bleſſing of his love. All coms*®- je 
through the bleeding lamb, and is the {rut 
of his croſs and paſſion. This is the glo- 
rious ſubject treated of in the pſalms, 1! 
the ſinging and the muſic of the old tea. 
ment were entirely in praiſe of this. Whil: 8 
the burnt offering was conſuming on tb. 
fire of the altar, all that ſound could po- 81 
fibly do with voices and inftraments war 
exerted to rouſe the attention and to in- © 


flame 


$& 


3 Y . 
x] 
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1 the me the affections. The full concert 
1 tlic s to excite the higheſt ſentiments of 
y ſn akfulneſs in the view of that one of- 
poliic Ming, which was to bear the fire of the 
> tie Mther's wrath, and thereby was to be- 
che Inne an odor of a ſweet ſmell, a ſacrifice 
ritce Wreptable, well pleaſing to God. No 
ed to ng is beyond this. No joy is to be 
len "En pared with the joy of this. If any 
For ige had been preſent who did not know 
Hd, e occaſion of this wonderful rejoicing, 
con- d had aſked good Hezekiah what they 
recly "Weant by this muſic, which made the very 
| and th ring again, he would have graciouſly 
one Wformed the enquirer— 
and We are now triumphing in ſtedfaſt faith 
men: e the fulfilling of the promiſe, that God 
en Will be incarnate, and will come to take 
the Way fin by his ſacrifice : Therefore we 
low enter into his gates with thankſpiving, 
wil. and into his court: with praiſe. We re- 
unn“ joice in our hearts in the future offering 
frut the lamb of God. Although we have 
glo- vine words, in which to expreſs our 
and y, yet our preſent ſenſe of it is only 
ta. ccording to our faith. When this 1g 
hilt tively our joy is unſpeakable and full of 
th: glory: For it brings a foretaſte of that 
pol. fullneſs of joy, which we ſhall have, when 
Was we ſhall receive the end of our faith, even 
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1 
me 


Then 
all 


the eternal ſalvation of our ſouls. 


1 | 
all the bleſſings, all the glories of heavy 1 


will come to us through the redemption 
that is in the blood of the lamb. Hence F 
while the burnt offering 1s conſuming on 
the altar, we make the moſt joyful noife ve 
poſſibly can, ſinging and triumphing in th: Ka 


al 
offering of Immanuel : For we believe i: 
will be a ſweet ſmelling favor unto 9294 d, n 


and through it we ſhall enter within th 
veil, even into heaven itſelf. There we 
ſhall take up the ſame moſt bleſſed tibject, 3 
and celebrate the lamb chat was ſlain wih 
never-ceaſing praiſe. 3 
The anſwer, Which I ſappoſe Hezekian 8 
would have given, is perfectly agreeable 
to David's own account of this matter. 
He relates very clearly for what end the 
plalms were revealed, and were ſung in 
the temple ſervice, We find it thus de- 
ſcribed, 1 Chron. xvi. David appointed 
% the Levitcs to miniſter before the ark, Wm. 
% and to RECORD and to THAnK and WE 
% PRAISE the Lord God of Iſrael.“ ver. 4. 
and again, ver. 7. Then on that day | 
„ David delivered firſt this pſalm to thank 
* the Lord into the hand of Aſaph and 
% his brethren: Give thanks unto the 
Lord, call upon his name, make known 
his deed among the people: Sing unto 
* him, ſing ar; Fon unto him, talk you 4 
of all his wonderous works: Glory e 
% in 


1 
in his holy name; let the heart of them 
rejoice that ſeek the Lord.” 


We have in this paſſage a very clear 
(cription of the deſign of the book of 


ums. It was firſt to R EOD; the word 
"the aifes to cauſe to be remembered. The 
e ;. Helms were a ſtanding memorial, to bring 
o mind the wonderful love of the ever- 
% Reſſed Trinity in ſaving finners through 
8 5 Chriſt, and to . it freſh and 
TY ely upon the hearts of believers. We 
in We apt to forget this our greateſt good, 

and therefore God has graciouſly recorded 
„ Win his word. Therein he has promiſed 
bie 8 fanftify the memory to retain it, and 
. che uſe of the pfalms he beſtows this 
3, Welling, When they are read and mixed 


+, Mich faith, then they are meditated on 
a Mich delight, ſung with melody, and help 
„keep the heart warm in its attachment 
1. I the beloved Jeſus. When they are thus 
eaaſured up in the mind, and brought 
co conſtant uſe, believers learn in ſing- 
geg tem to rejoice in the infinitely per- 


10 ct ſacrifice of Immanuel, and to triumph 
* 23 his divine righteouſneſs, The pialms 
e dhe means appointed of God to anſwer 
— i oſe ends; and they do by his grace. 


hey {tir up the pure minds of his peo- 
e by way of remembrance. They afford 
em proper matter, and choice words, and 
when 


1 ; 
all the bleflings, all the glories of heal Ll 15 


will come to us through the redemptio th 
that is in the blood of the lamb. Hen: 
while the burnt offering 1s e 0 1 
the aftar, we make the moſt joyful noife 
poſſibly can, finging and triumphing in thi! 
offering of Immanuel: For we believe ky 
will be a ſweet ſmelling ſavor unto Gol, 
and through it we ſhall enter within * 
veil, even into heaven itſelf. There we 
ſhall take up the ſame moſt bleſſed ſubjet, 
and celebrate the lamb that was ſlain wich 
never- ceaſing praiſe. | 
The anſwer, Which I ſappoſe Hezekian 
would have given, is perfectly agreeabic 
to David's own account of this matte: 
He relates very clearly for what end the 
plalms were revealed, and were ſang in 
the temple ſervice. We find it thus de-“ 
ſcribed, 1 Chron. xvi. David appointed 
« the Levites to miniſter before the ark 
% and to RECORD and to THANK and 
« PRAISE the Lord God of Iſrael.“ ver. 4. 
and again, ver. 7. Then on that day 
„ David delivered firſt this pſalm to thank 
* the Lord into the hand of Aſaph and i 
* his brethren: Give thanks unto the 
% Lord, call upon his name, make known 
$* his deed among the people: Sing unto 
4% him, ſing 874 Ba unto him, talk you 
& of all his wonderous works: Glory ye 


6s in 


= 7 his holy name; let the heart of them 
tin Nrejoice that ſeek the Lord.“ 
m_ have in this paſſage a very clear 
, Wcription of the deſign of the book of 
ms. It was firſt to RECORD; the word 
i fies to cauſe to be remembered. The 
ms were a ſtanding memorial, to bring 
no mind the wonderful love of the ever- 
„ ed Trinity in ſaving ſinners through 
* . Chriſt, and to keep it freſh and 
lively upon the hearts of L We 
arc apt to forget this our greateſt good, 
"and therefore God has graciouſly recorded 
in his word, Therein he has promiſed 
„ 9 ſanctify the memory to retain it, and 
che uſe of the pfalms he beſtows this 
„ Welling. When they are read and mixed 
Ich faith, then they are meditated on 
. | Wich delight, ſung with melody, and help 
keep the heart warm in its attachment 
the beloved Jeſus. When they are thus 
aſured up in the mind, and brought 
co conſtant uſe, believers learn in ſing- 
gg tem to rejoice in the infinitely per- 
ſacrifice of Immanuel, and to triumph 
his divine righteouſneſs. The pialms 
e the means appointed of God to anſwer 
Boſc ends; and they do by his grace. 
hey ſtir up the pure minds of his peo- 
e by way of remembrance. They afford 
em proper matter, and choice words, and 
4 when 


40 } 7 
i 4 
when ſung with ſignificant ſounds, they eg. . 

cite affections to Jeſns, as holy and as hap: 1 
as they can be on this ſide of heaven. 
The uſe of the pſalms was alſo . 
THANK; „ O give thanks unto WW... 
„Lord: For his mercy endureth W 800 
4 ever,“ ſeems to have been the ch 
of all the antient hymns. The uc; =" 
which we tranſlate To THank fignific: WY 
give the hand to God, as an acknov/i 
ment that all power was his. The ba 
is power, Our power extends as far 
our hand reaches. The hand of God 
every where, and his power is infinite. 
cuſtom of paying homage in antient tin 
explains this uſage of the word. 1 Cre 
XX1X. 23. [hen Solomon fat on lll 
„% throne of the Lord as king, inſtend if 
% David his father, and proſpered, a: 
« all Ifrael obeyed him, 24. And iM 
« the princes, and the mighty men, a: 
all the ſons likewiſe of king Da 
% ſubmitted themſclues unto Salomon 
% king—Heb. gave the hand under $f 
„ lomon the king.” This was an cM 
preſſive ceremony: They kneeled dof 
and put their hands fey his ; tg: 
confeſling that their power was ſubject 
his: And in this manner they pail I 
homage. There is a curious letter e 
tant of king Hezekiah's, which farther e 
plain 


8 


. & 
— — 
$110 4 
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ins both the expreſſion and the cuſtom. 
lays. in it to the people, 2 Chron. 
8. De ye not ſtiffnecked as your 
1 were, but yield your/elves, Heb. 
ire the hand unto the Lord,” fall 
n before him, and aicribe all your 
„er to the Lord—acknowlege him to 
e all power in heaven and earth. Thus 
e the honor due unto his name. Con- 
W that all your good comes from him, 
chat he kceps you from all evil, 
cry bleſing wlüch you receive in earth 
hope for in he: Ven, acknowlege to be 
. m the good ple :\ure of his own will, 
to the . of the glory of his free 
ee. Moſt of the plaims were written, 
a ſhould be furg, wich this ſpirit. 

hat David felt in his own heart at the 
e-will offerings of the people towards 
building of "the temple, the ſame he 
uld excite in others, when they read 
ſing the pſalms. 1 Chron. x:ix. 10, 

& Wherefore David bleſted the Lord 
before all the congregatich, and David 
ſaid, Bleſſed be thou Lord God of 1f- 
me). our Father for ever and ever: 
Thine, O Lord, is the greainefs, and 
de power, and the glory, and the vic- 

= tory, and the majeity : For all that is 
in the heaven and in the earth is thine 
Thise is the kingdom, O Lord, and 
„% thou 


* 
4 . 
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thou art exalted as head above all 


» 1 BAY 
© Both riches and honor come of the] ne{ 
& 30d than reigneſt over all, and in tis... 

* oa * — Y ee 
«& Pand is power and might, and in . : 
« hind it is to malte great, and to gi. 
cc E 


{ſtrength unto all: Now therefore oil 
God we thank thee, and praiſe ti; 
„ glorious name.” How delightful 
does he here deſcribe one great end ic. 
ſinging pfalms. It was to afcribe to n 
Lord all the glory of his word and wor 
and ways—with voices and inſtrum-ny 
but chietly with the muſic of the hear: i 
praiſe him for his goodaeſs, and to big 
him, . becauſe his mercy endureth | 

There is another word uſed, 1 Chr ,, 
XVI. 4. The pſalms were to record, a: 0 
to thank, and to PpRAISsE (Heb. IIc. 
the Lord God of Ifrael. But this li 
been · treated of in the beginning of al 
ſecond chapter. It is the running tit 


«c 


of the pſalms, and ſigniſies the action 7 
light in the material world, and fro: * 
thence is applied to the action of the (ul. 1 
of righteouſneſs in the ſpiritual work... 
Singing plalms was not only to remind : 
of him, but alſo to lead us to aſcribe Mor 
him all the bleſſings of nature and gra, 
of earth and heaven. All are from his 
-—the gifts of his free unmerited lo i 


al, 


þ Sh 82 
all 
they 
n th 
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call for the tribute of conſtant thank- 
neſs, He created the ſun, and or- 
ned it to diſpenſe every earthly bleſſing, 
tit might be a lively. picture of the 
e light, who communicates fpiritual 
>, with all its comfortss While the 
jever looks upon the moſt glorious 
manuel in this view, and has a warm 
fe of his obligations to him, how ſweet 
the exerciſe of faith! He finds the 
urts of the Lord to have ſome of the 
fledneſs of the palace itſelf. Such 
ey were to him, who ſaid, „ Bleſſed 
"WT we they that dwell in thy courts, they 
vill be ſtill praiſing thee. Selah.” 
Mey will be fill acknowleging their debt 
"W pilms and hymns and ſpiritual ſongs : 
„ hich is the very employment of the 
Wints round the throne, and which is the 
vine ordinance to expreis our communion 
jth them, and to bring us a foretaſte of 
eir happineſs. 
From this paſſage in Chronicles we fee 
e uſe of the pſalins in the old teſtament, | 
nd for what end they were then ſung in 
e church. It was to remind believers 
f the wonderful perſoa and of the divine 
orks of the incarnate Jehovah, that they 
ight admire his matchleſs beauty, and 
dore him for his moſt precious love. 
Vith happy and thankful hearts 8 
ule 
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uſed daily to ſing of him in the temp! 

ſervice, The concert will never be an 
celled upon this earth, and the eff ic 
which accompanied it will only be equal he 
in heaven. The ſubjeQ—the number Me 
voices and inſtruments the excellence ow: 
the muſic and of the performance—anMW-c 
the divine approbation which crown: ca 
the whole, by a miracle confirming F 
faith and ſtrengthening the hopes of tt? 
congregation, theſe are moſt nobly de 
ſcribed in 2 Chron. v. 11, 12, &c. Sc! 
mon had finiſhed the temple, and ha 
brought the ark of the covenant into tig 
holy of holies: And it came to pa 
„ when the pricfs were come out of 
« holy place: For all the prieſts thi dy 
% were preſent were ſanctiſied, and ci"! 
“not then wait by courſe: Alſo the Len 
„ vites who were the ſingers, all of then er 
« of Aſaph, of Heman, of Jeduth:n" ' 
„ with their ſons and their brethren, be! 
„ ing arayed in white linen, haviig ul 
* cymbals, and pfalteries, and harps, 
* ſtood at the eaſt end of the altar, and 
« with them an hundred and twenty 
“ prieſts ſounding. with trumpets: [i 
came even to paſs, as the trumpeters 
and fingers were as one, to make ore 
* ſound to be heard in praiſing and 
* thanking the Lord, And when they 


4 hit 
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Le. 
hen _ 
1. 
nun, 


'n 
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us up their voice with the trumpets 


and cymbals, and inſtruments of mu- 
ſic, and praiſed the Lord, ſaying, For 
he is good, for his mercy endureth for 
ever: That then the houſe was filled 


wich a cloud, even the houſe of the 


Lord: So that the priefts could not 
10d to miniſter by reaſon of the cloud: 


For the glory of the Lord had filled 


.* the houſe of God.” All Ifrael met 


n this occaſion, a very great congre- 
ion, from the entering in of Hamath, 
o the river of Egypt. They came to 
dedication of the temple, knowin 
it it was a type of the body of Chriſt, 
prefigured his coming from heaven 
dwell with men on the earth. The 


ih ing the temple with glory was to teach 


* 


em that a perſon in Jehovah was to 
ernacle in the manhood of Chriſt, In 
the fulneſs of the (Godhead was to 
ell bodily, and out of his ſulneſs they 
duld receive grace for grace, While 
y were looking forward with joyful 
e, and ſinging the praiſes of this moſt 
ſed event, the Lord gave them a 
ble proof, that he would come and 
habit the temple of his body; and 
puld alſo come and dwell in their hearts 
faith. Once in the end of the world 
od was manifeſt in the fleth, but in 
every 


1 46 1 
every age he has viſited his people wit 
his preſence, and bleſſed them with | 
love, while they have been with thank# 
hearts aſcribing to him all the glory 


9 
their ſalvation. When he has thus die 
poſed them to give him the honor Mit 
unto his name, then he has brought tei, 
into a proper temper to receive the gre a ifcir 
communications cf his grace. For la 
moſt high and holy one that inhabited. 
eternity vouchſafes to dwell in the hun ap 
ble and contrite heart. The King ith: 
Kings admits the meek and lowly to ,-. 
neareſt approach, yea to the moſt ina 
mate familiarity with him. The hig to 
reſides with the loweſt. With them cg 
almighty ſovereign keeps his court, His 
cording to his promile—** 1 will due cee 
&«& with you, and will walk among you, le - 
and I will be your God, and ye ſha d 
% be my people.” When he ſmiles ue ros 
them with his reconciled countenauceh, e 
and excites in them holy love and hun- 
adoration: O what an happineſs is i: n 
behold the king in his beauty, even he ho. 
by faith. The ſoul thus enamored wi fai 
him will find it a moit delightful emp ich 
ment to ſing his praiſes, and cannot herd 
breaking out into pſalis and hymns Men 
thankfulneſs. Theſe are the appoint di 


means of teſtifying its ſacred joy, | 


them 


2 2 


T4} 


em the ſaints above have their heavenly 


rciſe, and the ſaints below have often 
the uſe of the ſame means a foretaſte of 


> glory to be revealed. 


Vhen Zerubbabel and his brethren be- 
to rebuild the temple after the capti- 
V the work was entered upon with 
ging pſalms. And v chen the builders 
laid the foundatien of the temple of 
the Lord, they ſet che prieſts in their 


Japparel wich trumpets, and the Levites 


the ſons of Aſaph with cymbals, to 
praiſe the Lord, aſter the ordinance of 
Darid king ct Iſrael; and they ſang 
together by courſe in 7ra/fing and giv- 
ing thanks unto the Lord: Becauic he 
is good: For his irer:y endureth for 


Jever towards Iſrac“. Ezra iii. 10, 11. 


ze words to praiſe, and to give thanks 
the ſame, as in tne forecited place in 
ronicles, and applied to the ſame per- 
, even to the defire of a all nations, who 
sto come and f the ſecond temple 
th his glory.—“ The glory of this latter 
houſe ſhall be greater chan of the former. 
ſaith the Lord of hoſts:“ Hag. ii. 7. 
ich was really z:ccomplithed, when the 
rd was made fleſh and dwelt among us. 
en the Lord came to his temple, and 
diſciples ſa his glory, the glory as 


3 of 


arid 6 a 


of the only begotten of the Father, { 


2 
of grace and truth. ( 
Of kim alſo ſavg Nehemiah, as me ra. 
tioned in Chap. x1. He repaired | 3 
wall of Jeruſalem, and ended it er) 
praiſing, and giving thanks to the e 
God of Ifrael, ſinging pſalms unto Moc! 
with voices and inſtruments of mul 4 
according to the commandment of DA 
the man of God. From theſe int ein 
it is plain that the general ſubje& eft 
the pſalms was to aſcribe to the inn 
nate Jehovah all the honor of ſaving s. 
ners. Ihe ſweet. pfalmiſt of Iſrael | re) 
quently calls upon the church to iat 
pſalms to the Saviour's praiſe, particu 
ly in pſalm xcii. which was conic W. 


ſung on the ſabbath, the day of pee 


in plalms: XCV, xcvi, xcviii, &c. Ani it 
does this very remarkably in ping 
wherein he calls upon believers to join dn 


this delightful work, and aſſigns ci. « 
reaſons for their encouragement to Wm i 
with the warmeſt gratitude of their cal: 


'The title is Fer 
A Elalm of conſelſian, viz. to God g 


his goodneſs, and ior the wonders ies 
he hath done for the children of men. e: 


8 
1. O all the earth, make the air Mein g 
with the praiſes of jehovah. oh 


2.9 
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2. Serve ye Jehovah with heart. felt joy 
Come ye into his preſence with the highelt 
raiſes you can gwe. 
z. Be ye certain, that Jehovah is the 
ery Alehim, he hath made us, and not 
e ourſelves, we are his people, and the 
ck under his paſtoral care: 
4. Enter ye into his gates with con- 
ſhon, into his courts with aſcribing to 
im the praiſe of giving you every thin 
eful, pay ye homage to him, bleſs ye his 
me: 

For Jehovah is good, his mercy 1s 
* er, and his ſaithfuln is from ge- 
ration to generation. 


\ fear When believers in their church ſervice 
pred co ſing this pſalm, they acknowleged 


ß it the goodneis of God to them, and 
una their hearts {ſentiments of his loving 
join mo ſuch as theſe 


. 0 al ye inhabitants of the world, 
0 (Wo rai found redemption through 
th in the blood of the lamb, join to- 
ther to make his praiſe to be heard: 
g unto Jehovah a new ſong, fing 
ies unto him luſtily with a good cou- 
Serve ye Ichovah with a free ſpirit, 
king and making melody in your hearts 
o Rim: Come ye into his preſence, 
C having 


Lo 
* na 
God 
8 WI 
ICH» 


air! 
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having now acceſs with confidence, and 
let the high praiſes of God be in you 
mouth, aſcribing to him all the glory d 
your ſalvation: A. 

3. Be ye certain, that Jehovah is . 
very Alehim, the three in covenant t 
fave ſinners: For he has made us, an 
not we ourſelves, we neither made o 
ſelves creatures, nor new creatures i 


ec 
al 


he 


OW. 


free ſubjects by redeeming us from tw - 


bondage of fin, yea we are his beloy: m 
flock, and he is our good ſhepherd, wil P 
will give grace and glory to his peopi 
and to the ſheep of his paſture : IM 
4. O come ye then into his gates vil 1, 
thankful acknowlegment of his infus. . 
goodneſs to your ſouls—meet him in! 


1. 4 
it 


great congregation, and join all the! . 
deemed, who in earth and heaven: * 
with one heart giving bleſſing and honhe o. 
and glory and power to God and i ag! 
lamb. þ th tl 
5. For Jehovah is good and dy; , 
ood, his mercy is to be celebrated Nie] 
his church militant from age to age non 
his never failing faithfulneſs is to be yl Fier 
ſubject of never ending praiſe in the chu man 
triumphant. Fifa 


3 0 
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O for ſuch holy affections as this pſalm 
Fequires. Reader, art thou acquainted 
With the ſubject, and art thou indeed a 
SÞartaker of that thankfulneſs, of which 
det treats? O beg of him then to give 
lee a growing ſenſe of thine utter un- 
a MForthineſs of the leaſt mercy. This is 
ou Folpel-poverty of ſpirit, and this will 
nad thee to pray for a more thankful 
I cknowlegement of the goodneſs of God, 
wing from the happy experience of its 
N eſfings, and influencing the whole man 
h praiſe him for them. To this grateful 
1o'W&mper the very reading of the pſalm will 
eas an ordinance, and the ſinging of 
op with the melody of the heart will be a 
att. 
S rom theſe authorities of the old teſta- 
nn Went it is plain, that the ſubje& of the 


10 ok of plalms, and the ſinging them 
he Were intended to excite in believers the 
en SWrmeſt ſentiments of gratitude, _ The 
Onde 


e of God manifeſted in ſaving ſinners 
rough Jeſus Chriſt is herein deſcribed 
th the true ſublime both of ſtyle and 
 00Wtiment ; and when any pſalm was ſung, 
ated the heart felt the ſubject, and made 
E "W'nony there, then it became a delight- 

© 1", 25 well as an acceptable ſervice, Pur 
c CLUBS ſhall fee clearer evidence of this mat- 
0 


if we attend to 
C8 CHAP, 


n 


5 


SHA. VV. 


Some paſſages in the new teſtament concert 2 
ing the book of pjalns. - 


I E quotations are very numerous 
Chriſt and his apoſtles often refer u i 
the pſalms, and make a direct applica Rus 


tion of them: For they all treat of hin ft 
as indeed the whole volume of revelatio b. 
does. He is the ſpirit and life of all dg = #þ 
bible: But there is no part ſo particulaf / ſu 


ly, and ſo frequently applied to him, de. 
the book of plalms, We know the ſult at 
je& of the cxth from infallible author:Þ8 

—it is the heavenly government of king 
mediator, who is David's ſon, and 14M 
David calleth him his Lord: For he 9 
God and man in one Chriſt. His of 
uſe of the pſalms is very remarkable: | 
ſung them, and quoted them. At 
laſt paſſover he joined with his apo! 
in the pſalms commonly uſed upon d 
occaſion. St. Matthew lays, d Whe 
e they had ſung an hymn,” which! 
ſuppoſed to be part of the grand halle! 
jah, beginning at the cxtuth, and endu 
with the cxviiith pſalm. Hereby « 
Lord not only made uſe of, but allo : 


Pl 


1 


h Tied thoſe divine hymns to himſelf, he 
3 eing indeed the very paſchal lamb lain 
In type from the foundation of the world, 
id now about to take away fin by the 
crifice of himſelf, And after he had 
his ſufferings and death made a full 
onement, and was riſen from the dead, 
reproved his two diſciples as they were 
Ping to Emmaus, and he ſaid unto them, 
uke xxiv. 25. ** O ye without under- 
in ſanding, how flow of heart are ye to 
dio believe all that the prophets have 
wo 3 Ought not Chriſt to have 


ala ſuffered theſe things, and to have en- 
1 e. into his glory? And beginning 
(1:3 at Moſes he expounced unto them 
ori from all the prophets the things writ- 
cine Len of himſelf in all the ſcriptures.” 
da amoygs the reſt he explained unto them 

of the pſalms, as his cuſtom was: 


hen he appeared to his apoſtles to 
irm them in the belief of his reſurrec- 
n, he ſaid unto them, „ Theſe are 
the words, which I ſpake unto you, 
while I was yet with you, that all things 
myſt be fulfilled, which were written 


nich Wn the law of Moſes, and in the pro- 
alle phets, and in the pſalms concerning 
endu me. Then opened he their under- 
by ofÞ endings that they might underſtand 


the ſcriptures,” Here he declares that 
C 3 the 


—— — oe. 
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the pſalms were written concerning him- nd 
ſelf, Not only here and there a paſſag e, 
or an alluſion, not only the quotations in Mee 
the new teſtament, but the whole volume ei 
throughout is concerning him, Upon 
whatever occaſion the pſalmiſt compoied Wh; 
any of them, yet it was only a caſe tf 
ſpeak upon, in order to introduce What Pei 
was to be ſaid concerning the divine per- Ai 
ſon, and the divine . of the Mefliah, js 
This is the ſpiritual uſe and deſign of th: 
pſalms. And every man, whoſe under 
ſtanding the Lord has opened, as he dig 
his diſciples, can ſee them in this ligh pe, 
The veil being taken away, he beh-!4F# of 
Chriſt with open face, and every plala wei 
ſhews to him ſome lovely feature of lu 
moſt lovely Saviour. Therein he rea trut 
of the divine and human nature of Ihe 
manuel, his life and death, his refurrc:W and 
tion and aſcenſion, his kingdom and 91077 an 
He underſtands the ſcripcures, and vii toe 
the joy of his heart receives what is ther hanc 
in written concerning the God of his {Whore 
vation, urch 
Agreeably to our Lord's own uſe 


the pſalms, we find the whole church dec 
believers with one accord ufing them I bein 
the ſame manner. The inſtance recoriWom i 
in Acts iv. is remarkable, becauſe the ice, 3 


ference, which they made to the pfaln 
indiſputai 


i a. 


diſputably proves, that they are written 
„ oncerning Chriſt. Peter and John had 
1 een impriſoned for preaching Jeſus, but 
ce eing let go, they went to their own 
n pmpany, and reported all that the chief 
el ieſts and elders had ſaid unto them: 
toad when they heard that, they lift up 
\atFKeir voice to God with one accord, and 
er- id, Lord, thou art God, Who haſt 
0 made heaven and earth, and the ſea, 
de and all that in them is: Who by the 
et mouth of thy ſervant David haſt ſaid, 
bs why did the heathen rage, and the 
people imagine vain things? The kings 
| of the earth ſtood up, and the rulers 
were gathered together againſt the 
Lord and againſt his Chriſt : For of a 
cad truth againſt thy holy child Jeſus, 
lu whom thou haſt anointed, both Herod 
irre and Pontius Pilate, with the gentiles, 
Nong an the people of Iſrael were gathered 
wü together, for to do whatſoever thy 
then hand, and thy counſel determined be- 
is u fore to be done.” Here the whole 
urch under the ſpecial influence of the 
uſe Y Spirit applies the 1id pſalm to Chriſt, 
xch 6 declares its accompliſhment in him— 
zem being of a truth th+ very perſon of 
ecorabom it treats: Which is deciſive evi- 
the ee, and muſt determine the point even 
pſaln C 4 to 
putal 


n 
- ” T3 


11 * 
to a demonſtration with all that beliee 
the ſcriptures, Y 
It is not to be wondered then, that tie 
apoſtles ſhould follow the ſame rule i 
explaining the pſalms. Peter quotes heal 
and refers them to Chriſt. In his ſir 
ſermon recorded Acts ii. he applies th 
wvith pſalm to the reſurrection of Chri:F. 
and he brings the cxth to prove, th - 
Chriſt had all power in heaven and earth 
and ſhould fit at the right hand of Jci 
vah, until all his enemies ſhould be mal 
his footſtool. In the fourth chapter b 
the Acts, he ſhews that Chriſt was tM 
ſtone ſet at nought by the Jewiſh builde 
who nevertheleſs ſhould be made the he: 
of the corner, as it is in the cxviiich pſag 
Peter had no doubt concerning the app 
cation of the pſalms to Chriit, and 
beloved brother Paul ſhews he was of : 
{ame opinion. 
We have an account of his man 
of preaching among the Jews: ©! 
* uſed to reaſon with them out of t 
6 ſcriptures, opening and alledging, ti 
« Chriſt muſt needs have ſuffered, a 
c riſen again from the dead, and ti 
4 this Jelus, whom I preach unto y 
« is the Chriſt.” And among the oti 
ſcriptures he did not forget the pil 
For we, in Acts xin, have a Whole 
„ Ni 


19291 


on of his, an ineſtimable treaſury of 
is ſcripture learning, in which he quotes 
everal pſalms, and directly applies them 
o Chriſt, as he alſo does in his other 
Writings. His epiſtle to the Hebrews 
bounds with references, twenty-nine at 
alt, The ind and ivth chapters are a 
omment on the xcvth pſalm: As the 
Hitch chapter is on the cxth: And the 
Sth is on the xlth, Whoever will attend 
che manner in which the apoſtle rea- 
rs upon theſe paſſages, will readily per- 
ive, that he does not enter upon any 
rmal proof of the defign of the book of 
alms, or of Chriſt's being the ſubject 
them. He does not aim at any ſuch 
ing; but takes it for granted, and ar- 
es upon it as an ettabliſhed truth. 
leed it was at that time the belief of 
e whole church. There was then no 
Wubt but all ſcripture treated of him 
o him give ALL the prophets wit- 
neſs'—He was their one ſubject. But 
re eſpecially in the pſalms he was ſet 
th and was to be highly exalted, with 


& "W the powers of poetry, and with the 
eres Tounds of inſtruments and voices, 
eee hymns were inſpired to celebrate 
no matchleſs fame and renown; that 


» Odd . 
* enever believers felt themſelves happy 


the knowlege and love of Jeſus, here 
| 6 6 they 


ſal 1 
hole 
* 
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they might find proper matter and Cui. 2 


able words to raiſe their gratitude, 1 
high as it can be on this ſide of heaven. 
We have alſo the apoſtles practice a" 
experience to recommend his uſe of the 
pſalms. He ſung them with N m 
well as quoted them with propriety, Huſh 
love to Jeſus run as high, as love ev: 
will upon earth. He ſpeaks of hin 
continually as the perfect delight of hi 8 
ſoul, on whom he had placed all! 
affections, and whom he found every Un 
worthy of more love, than his nar. 
heart could contain. O how precio: 
was his Saviour, when he could ſay 
What things were gain to me, thole 


* counted loſs for Chriſt: Yea doubtlet » 
* and | do count all things but loſs f ie 
© the excellency of the knowlege .“ 
«* Chritt Jeſus my Lord, for whom bes 
* have ſuffered the loſs of all thing 8 
* and I do count them but dung, that he 
% may win Chriſt,” Happy Paul! WM ©" 
muſt he have ſeen in Jeſus, who coul Lc 
account it an honour to ſuffer ſhame Pa! 
his name, and an infinite gain to «1 1 5 

a 


Chriſt, though. with the loſs of all thing 
O happy, thrice happy man who cov! 
carry the croſs of Chriſt, and eſteem 
as his crown. God forbid, ſays he, ti 
1 ſhould glory in any thing, except! 


11 


WF: croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: For 
count not my life dear to myſelf, ſo 
1 may but live and die fulfilling his 
il. And this was not a flight of fancy, 
| a mere rant of enthuſiaſm, but it was 
ol ſober love, and aroſe from real ex- 
. cricnce of the preciouſneſs of Jeſus to 
e heart. This heavenly lover was the 
1 Phject of his ſongs in the worſt houſe of 
1 painful pilgrimage. He was ſo truly 


% 


05 body foul and ſpirit devoted to his 
_ ſus, that how much ſoever he ſuffered, 
Cl 


"WS: he could rejoice in the Lord. O 


1 dat a proof did he give of it !—ſufi- 


a Y 


* 8 4 4 D 
ert to ſhame our higheſt profeſſions of 
DU! | 


ic achment to the dear Redeemer. When 


1s | nad been beaten with many and cruel 
ge bpes, put into a diſmal dungeon, and 
„om In there with his feet in the flocks, 
hang | heart was then full of gratitude, and 
5 tune to make delightful melody unto 
Lord, yea brake out into pſalms 
c praiſe—*<* At midnight Paul and Silas 
me prayed, and ſang praiſes finto God,” 
©, "WW" a loud voice: for the priſoners 
thang ud them. O for more faith in 
. us to fill us more with this thankful 
cen 


| praiſing ſpirit. Lord, pour it out 


he, n indantly for thy mercies ſake upon 
xCey* Withoſe, who believe in thy holy name: 


Let 
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Let us make our boaſt of thee all the . 
day long, and praiſe thy name for ever. ii 
From theſe initances it is evident, that Mu 
the new teſtament church underſtood the We 
"nv in the ſame light, as the old, 
elievers always ſung them with the ſame 
view, with hearts and voices making. 
melody unto the Lord Chriſt. He him- |; 
ſelf confirmed this uſe of them: For he 1 
Joined in this part of religious worſhip. n, 
The apoſtles quoted the pfalms, and di- We 
rectly applied them to their bleſſed Lord. Ne 
Yea, when the church mer together Mp w 
one place, the pſalms were not only ready 
and ſung, but ſome abuſes in ſingingW no 
them are corrected, which will lead ne i 
to conſider rea: 


Us 

ir ſi 
the 

pſali 
ivir 
lever 
» to 
ch { 
he $ 
„ anc 
muc} 


Ar. . 


Rules laid down in ſcripture for ſinging 
them aright, 


INGING of pfalms is a divine ord 

nance, and has an inward and an out 
ward ſervice, The inward conſiſts in th 
proper frame and affection of the renew 
and ſpiritual mind: For no man can u 
the pſalms as an ordinance of God, Vn we 
has not received the Spirit of God: Wid great 
out him we can do nothing, being dee is 


k 1 


© treſpaſſes and ſins. And after he is re- 
red, he is the continual breath of ſpi- 
at tual life, yea as much as the air we 
he Bieathe is natural life, Every ſpiritual 
d. ation of peace, comfort, and joy in 
me d the Father is from the divine agency 
ng Be the Lord the Spirit. Every act of re- 
m- Bigious worſhip is performed acceptably by 
he u ſtrengthening us mightily in the inner 
up- en, and giving us the will and the power. 
di- Nwe pray aright, it is in the holy Ghoſt, 
ord. NWe hear aright, it is by his bleſſing on 
r We word preached. If we ſing aright, it 
realy the ſame Spirit: And therefore we 
0102 not only commanded to ſeek his aſſiſt- 
| mcfice in all we do, but alſo a growing and 

reaſing meaſure of his graces and gifts. 
us the apoſtle directs the Epheſians in 
ir ſinging of pſalms, ge ye filled with 
the Spirit, ſpeaking to yourſelves in 
palms,” &c. This is not meant of 
ing him at firſt; For it is ſpoken to 
levers, who had the Spirit, but it re- 
e orig to their thirſting after more, how 


ing 


in due ſoever they had attained, ſtill more 
in Me Spirit's fulneſs, it being in him infi- 
ene ve, and always in us finite. We never have 
can much, but we may have more; and 


d, win we have the moſt, our thirſt is then 
Win greatelt, This is an holy thirſt, to which 
1g Cee is a divine invitation“ Ho, every 
one 


E er 
ve; 
ad 


lic 


* one that thirſteth come to the water 
* of life.“ And a divine promiſe - [if 
* the laſt day, that great day of the fea} 
« Jeſus ſtood and cried ſaying, If an 
. man thirſt, let him come unto me, aut 
drink; but this ſpake he of the Spich 
* which they that believe on him hou! 
% receive.” And when this promiſe * 
fulfilled, and the holy Spirit is receivel, 
we are {till in faith to uſe means for tl 
increaſing of his graces and gifts; amony 
which means the apoltle recommend: 
«© Speaking to yourſelves in pſalms,” d 
He ſuppoſes their ſinging would tend g 
their mutual edification: For the wor 
are in the plural number, and denote the! 
joining together in this holy exerciſe. H 
alſo commands the Coloſſians to inſtru! 
and to admoniſh one another in pfaln 
and hymns and ſpiritual ſongs, herei 
uſing the grace given both for its exercit 
and alſo for its improvement. And thi 
true manner of ſinging comes from ti 
Spirit, and increaſes the fruits of tl 
Spirit. | 

It comes from the Spirit; becauſe nor 


can perform it, but the new creature | F 

Chriſt Jeſus, It is a ſpiritual ſervice, . 8 

which only the ſpiritual man can jo. 
vs 


No one can make any melody acceptab 
to God, who has not been firſt a partai 


653 
the holy Ghoſt. He is the Lord and 


ver of life; without him all men are 
ad in treſpaſſes and ſins. He only can 
Nicken and make the ſoul alive to God. 
requires his almighty power, and it be- 
ngs to his covenant office. And when 
the Spirit of life makes any one free 
n the law of ſin and death, then he is 
* thild of God. He 1s made to know it, 

d to believe it: For he has received the 
irt of adoption, whereby he cries Abba, 
ber. In the ſenſe of this love ſhed 
„ oad in his heart by the holy Ghoſt, he 


„iss to rejoice in God, as his God. 
."Wuting to what Jeſus is to him, that he 

'* "Wh fatistied for his fins, has wrought out 
"I :i5htcouſneſs, and is now ſtanding in 
© preſence of God for him, he ſees him- 
1. JW zccepted in the beloved, an heir of 
Gn , and a joint heir with Chriſt. Here- 
is heart becomes reconciled to God, 
n | he finds the truth of what is written 
I We love him, becauſe he firſt loved 
8 7 us,” Now he has David's affection, 
maß he can join heartily in ſinging with 
f Bless the Lord, O my ſoul, and all 
is within me, bleſs his holy name: 

ſe nue the Lord, O my ſoul, and forget 
ure "i all his benefits: Who forgiveth all 
ice e iniquities, who healeth all thy dif- 
n : Who redeemeth thy life from de- 
4 ſtruction, 


varta 


14 1 


ſtruction, who crowneth thee with Iovin@: - 
kindneſs and tender mercies. * 
Thus the right ſinging the praiſes q 


God comes from the Spirit, and it alſo in 10 
creaſes the fruits of the Spirit. It is of, 
of the appointed means of improving then qc 
True grace is always operative, and gro -. 
by the fruit which it bears. If the bh 
liever be rejoicing, ſinging will add to . 
Joy, as it is written “Is any in a hayy rp 
« frame? Let him ſing pſalms; and th . 
will make him happier. It is the di n 
promiſe, and cannot fail: he ſhall increg 5j 
his joy in the Lord. Is any afflictqg , 
Pſalms will refreſh and comfort hig 
Paul and Silas ſore whipt and put into eg 
ſtocks ſung a pſalm at midnight. TW 
fulneſs of the Spirit in the ſweet finger Ene 
Iſrael went out much this way, He (oy. 
moſt, and praiſed belt of all the faints 4 ? 
God. He ſang in all frames and vp TH 
all occaſions : . us follow his exam 7 
and be ſpeaking much and often to Mr 
anocher in pſalms and hymns and {pirio.... 
ſongs, ſeeking thereby to be filled will, .. 
a growing meaſure of the holy Spirit. i in 

If thou enquireſt, how ſhall I obtain 


incſtimable bleſſing? The command | 


aſk and it ſhall be given you, ſeek and cj, 
ſhall find-—whoever is made 7 0 th 
Sp | 


ſtands in need of the aſſiſtance of the 


129 
vin 


Pirit is only required to aſk, and the 
Fomiſe 15—** Every one that aſketh re- 
ceiveth, and he that ſeeketh findeth: 
If a fon ſhall aſk bread of any of you 
that 15 a father, will he give him a 
lone? or if he aſk a fiſh, Will he for a 
fiſh give him a ſerpent? or if he aſk an 
5 will he give him a ſcorpion ? If ye 
then, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children, how mach 
more ſhall your heavenly Father give 
the HOLY SPIRIT to them that aſk 
him?” How gracious are theſe words! 
w encouraging are they to every one, 
o has any concern about his ſalvation, 
deſire the holy Spirit may be given to 
to enable him to truſt in Jetus, and 
ind the Father's love in him: And 
y leave every man without excuſe, who 
s and dies without thoſe bleſſings, 
ich God has promiſed to give to every 
that aſketh. 

Vhoever is a partaker of the Spirit has 
ew nature in Chriſt Jetus, and has a 
y underſtanding given him, whereby 
is inabled to diſcern and to judge of 
tual things: For thus runs the pro- 
e— He ſhall lead you into all truth:“ 
the apoſtle prays for the fulfilling of 
0 the Epheſians—** May the God of 
bur Lord Jeſus Chriſt the Father of 
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« glory, give unto you the ſpirit of wiſdonſ 
« and revelation in the knowlege of hin 
that the eyes of your underſtanding m- 
© beenlightened.” The holy Spirit ach 
upon men as rational creatures. He do 
not treat them, as if they were ſtones 


brutes; but he makes the truths of the goſh: 
clear to the mind, and defirable to ti pi. 
will. He opens the eyes of the unde in 
ſtanding to ſee the object, and then pon, 
ſents it in its glorious beauty and attract er. 
lovelineſs. The renewed mind behoben 
admires, and loves it; and then anima il! 
with this love can ting its praiſes. Hui w 
men of God in the old teſtament ſung willing 
knowlege. Ignorance was not the in, 
ther of their pſalmody. They were Vin 
acquainted with what they ſung. ed 
royal prophet ſays, he employed his und t 
ſtanding in this devout exerciſe, as Mit, 
as his harp, and his voice. Hear Mund 
how earneſtly he call upon others to Reet 
his beloved Jeſus—** Sing praiſes to ill 
« ſing praiſes; ſing prailes unto our x us 
« ſing praiſes: For God is the king of We ic 
* the earth, fing ye praiſes with und it! 
& ſtanding.” He would have them all; 
mind what they were about, and to una{Wing! 
ſtand what they ſung; leaſt they fh guic 
utter lies unto the Lord, or offer to Med, 
a ſacrifice without a heart: Con, anc 


wh 


0-0-1 


don dom you have to deal with—how great 
good a God—obſerve, how you praiſe 
: Engage all your mental powers in 
delightful work, that it may be holy, 
eptable to God, and a reaſonable ſer- 


The apoſtle agrees in ſentiment with 
pialmiſt: For thus he ſpeaks to the 
inthians: If I pray in an unknown 
ongue, my ſpirit prayech, but my un- 
act erſtanding is anfruicful; What is it 
hole hen? I will pray with the ſpirit and I 
mauvill pray with the underitanding alſo: 


Ha will üng wich the ſpirit, and I will 
o wiſing with the underſtanding alſo.” 
e ming is unfruitful, unleſs the under- 


ding go with it. Unlefs the mind be 
ted, and God be honored, it is only 


undeWty found. But when we fing by the 
as Wit, then he will teach us to ſing with 
ar Hunderſtanding alſo. He will open the 
o ect to us, will give a fixt attention to 
o ill bring the mind into tune, and will 
ar Kuß us looking at the ſenſe, more than 
g of © found, 

undi it ſo with thee, O my foul? Enquire 
them fully. Art thou led by the Spirit in 
o und inging? Does he enlignten thy mind, 
hol guide thee into the knowlege of the 


d, in which thou art engaged? Take 
and be often examining „ 
ay 


_ 


thy-mind is affected—leaſt thou ſhould 
preſent unto the Lord the ſong of fools, 

But chiefly keep thy heart diligenti; 
Becauſe out of it are the 1ftues of lik 
The man is what his heart is. If this 
dead to God, nothing in him 1s alive: | 
this be right with God, all will be- right 
If he has a clean heart, and a right {pin 
renewed within him, the holy Gho! | 
made him a new creature in Chriſt |e 
and has won the will and the aftectio 
over to God, This is his principal ofa 
in the converſion of ſinners. He tne 
fore diſcovers truth to the underſtandin 
in order that it may become dejiral 
and that the heart may be properly u 
fluenced by it. The heart is the ca 
manding faculty, When this has c 
taſted the ſweetneſs of the Father's love! 
Jeſus, it will engage the whole man 
ſeek for more. Love is very active, al 
will do or ſuffer much to obtain and 


th 


preſerve the beloved object. Set U he 
ſpring a going, it will move all th 
wheels. Ihe hands will work for Gear 
The feet will run the way of his comman to 
ments. Love will make heavy burc Go 
not grievous to be borne: Love ever 
carry them a long time, and faint Mie 1 
Jacob ſerved ſeven years for Racing: 


and they ſeemed unto him but a few d 
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r the love which he had unto her. The 
Por of love is always delightful. When 
& know God to be our Father in Jeſus, 
d have his love ſhed abroad in our hearts 
the holy Ghoſt, then his ſervice be- 
nes perſect freedom: Then duty is en- 

led into privilege: Then obedience be- 
Des willing, and filial: The beloved 


11 


d finds free acceſs to the Father's 


elne, and receives bleſſed communica- 
cia orf his grace: For which his thank- 
of cart offers the facritice of praiſe, and 


then homes up with a ſweet ſavor acceptable 
dung go through Jeſus Chriſt. This is the 
mager of the heart. While it feels its 
„ie debt to free grace, is deeply con- 
cel of its utter unworchineſs, and as 
s ei humble by the abiding ſenſe of its 


love iMcriections, and of its indwelling cor- 
man ions, it is in a right frame to exalt the 
e, Meding riches of divine mercy. Then 
and WW <ilpoſed to give God all his glory. 
ct he requires, as his due, and it be- 
all h well the righteous to pay it When 


heart is made willing to aſcribe every 
| to his holy name, then it is right 
God, All within is now 1n tune to 
every golden harp, and every joytul 
ve in heaven, which are aicrniving 
Racing and honor, and glory and power 
to 
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to him that ſitteth upon the throne, an 
to the lamb for ever. 

This is the chief requiſite in ſingin 
pſalms. The heart makes the beſt muji 
The fineſt compoſitions, ever ſo well ee 
cuted with inſtruments and voices are m 
a divine concert, unleſs the heart accon 


pany them. David knew this well, 2 = 
therefore he ſet his affections to the hight 7 
pitch of praiſe, and he brought aut | 
them to join. His whole heart enter 
into the performance, and rendered t 4 
concert full.— I will praiſe thee, O Lu 1 
„ my God, with aLL my heart, and [wii © 
« glorify thy name for evermore: | * 
„great is thy mercy towards me.“ I A 


ſpecial covenant mercy is ſuch tow _ 
me, that my very thoughts cannot riſe ,.“ 
to its greatneſs: How then can 1 ut 
forth all its praiſe? I cannot; no, 1 
even half of it. But though the debt 
ſo great, that I cannot count it up, yt 
will the more extoll thee for it from . 
to day: I would engage my affections, a 
give them all up to this heavenly emp! 
ment. I would have my whole ſou! in 
And yet the debt remains, rather incre: 
O for a more enlarged heart! My pr 
continued are only acknowlegements, 
J want them continued with growing 
mility—more in earth and more in K 


1 


here I ſhall praiſe better, when my heart 
ill have nothing in it, but humble grati- 
de, Vet here I will not give over; but 
ill carry on my joyful ſong, till I can 
g in a higher ſtrain. ** Praiſe the Lord, 
O my ſoul, and all within me bleſs his 
holy name: O give thanks unto him 


for he is good, and his mercy endureth 


br ever. Hallelujah.“ 

Sei 1 he apoſtle Paul had his portion in the 
e mercy, and had the fame grateful 
Wiſe of ic: He ſang the pſalms of David 
w th the ſpirit of David. What he prac- 


ed himielf he has recoinmended to 
ers, He has given us ſome rules about 
ging in the congregation, and he chiefly 
lines them to the heart accompanying 
voice, Thus he directs the Ephelians— 
be not drunk with wine wherein is ex- 
els, but be ye filled with the ſpirit, 
penking to 2 in pſalms and 
pymns, and ſpiritual ſongs, ſinging and 


d Iw 
: f 


iP» 5 azing melody ix YOUR HEARTS unto 
from e Lord, giving thanks always for all 
ww lihgs unto God and the Father in the 
ry ame of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” He 
out 0 Wd not have them meet together, as 
mY formerly had done, to feait without 

A and to drink unto drunkenneſs, in- 
ow gone another to greater riot and ex- 


„y wanton and prolane ſongs: Which 
Was 


in heal 
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was the cuſtom at moſt of the heat 
banquets. They uſed to try to fill 
another with wickedneſs. But ye hy 
not ſo learned Chriſt. Seek ye to be fl! 
with his ſpirit, and uſe the means appoint 
for that purpoſe: Among which 1ingu 
of pſalms, and hymns, and ſpiritual foy 
is one of the chief. Theſe ſeveral nan 


are expreſſive of the different ſubjects un " 
ed of in the ſacred poetry; þymns are Wind 
praiſe of Immanuel, Hiritual ſongs ar h 
praiſe of his ſpiritus! kingom, accord g: 
to the ſenſe of the words in the Hebe dr 
and according to the tranſlation of m- 
in the Sepnag! nt, as was betcre . 
The manner or ſing ing them it is 1 
ſaid was by joiuing together te 
voices, but eſpeciaily wich their ber © 
From thence comes the beit mee lo 
Harmony in ſound is pleaſant in ou hun 


but harmony in affeciion is the nu in 
which enters into the ears of the Lon 
hoſts. My i ion, give me thy nem 
He will have no ſervice without it. Pr: 
obedience, praiſe, every offering 5 
come from the heart. He lock 
and this in all, and above all. 110 
accepts, and teſtific es his delight bY 
it is the ſame ſacrifice of pr alle, which 
for ever delight him. The churc h cha 
umphant has begun the ſong, wh! 


„ 
e perfectly and for ever pleaſing to the 


ord: And when we meet below with one 
ith to glorify our one Lord, then we en- 
dy the communion of ſaints, We have 
ne heart with them-join in the fame ſub- 
& of praiſe to their Lord and our Lord 
r harmony is theirs— our happineſs is 
eirs—it is one and the ſame communion 
ith the Father and the Son by the Spirit. 
nd though we cannot raiſe our ſong to 
high a pitch, or continue it without 
aling, as the ſaints above do; yet we 
tirely agree with them, and are trying 
make better muſic in our hearts every 
y, until we fee, their Jeſus and our 
ſus face to face. He loves us, as well 
them: For he 1s our Immanuel: And 
r fouls rejoice in him together with them. 
elove him, we ſerve him, we bleſs him, 
humbly, and as thankfully, as we can; 
a in all things we would be giving of 
wks to his holy name. O for more 
re, more thankfalneſs, more devotedneſs 
our Pens Lord Jeſus Chriſt. This 
bur daily prayer, and our conſtant pur- 
t Bleſſed and eternal Spirit purify our 
rs by faith, and increaſe in them 2 
e of his wondrous love to us, that we 
be growing in love to him, until he 
urch Nehſafe to a us into his preſence, 


Fhich D and 


1 
and g give us to thank him with never ceaſing 
ſongs of praiſe, 
In another place the apoſtle treats of 
the ſame ſubject, only varies tne exprel. 
fion a little. He'recommends ſinging 
of pſalms'to the Coloſſians, as an ord- 
nance of God for increaſing the grace 
of his people—** Let the word of Chrif 
* dwell in you richly in all wiſlon 
"<< teaching and admoniſhing one anothefi 
„ in pſalms and hymns and fpiriua 
« ſongs, finging with grace in 50 
% hearts to the Lord: And whatſcen 
«« ye do in word or deed, do all ind 
name of the Lord Jeſus, giving thani 
% to God and the Father by him.” I 
Coloſſians had put on the new man, a 
the apoſtle exhorts them to put on t 
ornaments and endowments peculiar | 
their new nature, and he mentions fever 
of them: In which he would have tht 
to be growing daily: And he propoſe 
them the word of God, as the beſt me 
for this purpoſe, He woukl have itt 
ſured up in their hearts, and inward 
digeſted—“ dwelling richly in them ini 
„ wiſdom®” for knowlege and pracil 
He includes both: Becauſe this witli 
was for -edification—they were to ti 
and to admoniſſi one another. What 
had learnt out of the ſcriptures. was t9 


{ 
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, 
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I 
public benefit to the church. And 


e way of doing this is particularly men- 
oned— They were to ſing together with 
ace in their hearts. All is diſcord with- 
, until we are taught by grace, free 
fectual grace. But when we believe the 

rac g dQrines of grace, then harmony comes 
, and we learn to aſcribe every good to 
dome mere mercy of God. We receive his 
o:heefings, and he receives all the praiſe of 
ruußzem. Then grace is in the heart: It is 
yocere not only to reconcile the ſinner to 
(ore way of ſalvation by faith alone, but 
in Mo to make him in love with it, and to 
hare him willing to praiſe God for it with 
18S lips and life. O how good a thing is 
1, chat the heart be thus eſtabliſhed with 
on Mee! For then the affections will be fixt 
lar ion the right object, and-the whole foul 
level be in harmony with the truth as it is. 


my 


3 of 
rel. 
ing 


rd. 


e eſus. Free grace doctrines felt in their 
pole er in the heart make heavenly melody. 
t meggery faculty is in tune, and inclined to. 
it ir its part in bleſſing the name of the 


nwad 
m in N 
pr acti 

wlll 
to des 
nat ei 
was de 


d. The underſtanding ſees it right, 
will chooſes, che heart loves to give 
all the praiſe, and the mouth joins to 
nfy him with joyful lips, ſinging ana 
Lord — The God-man—Immanuel is 
ſubject of this happy ſong. He is the 
d of all grace. It is a joy ful and plea- 

D 2 ſant 


1 
ſant thing to be thanking him for it: Ves 
it is a foretaſt of the ſaints fulneſs of joy, 
The truly humble believer, ſeeing the ex. 
ceeding riches of grace, gladly joins hi; 
elder brethren round the throne in praiſ. 
ing the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And when 
the temple of God ſhall be complete, and 
the laſt believer joined to the ſpiritual 
building, then the topſtone ſhall be 
brought forth with ſhouting—grace— 
grace unto it—glory be to free grace for 
ever and ever, 

To the ſame purpoſe the apoſtle James 
ch. v. 13. teaching believers how to be. 
have in every ſtate directs them, Is any 
„ among you afflicted? let him pray. | 
any merry? let him ſing pſalms.“ Af 
fliction ſhould ſend him to prayer, ta 
grace to bear it and to improve it: [oy u 
inging of pſalms to expreſs thankfulnel 
to God. Is any merry? that is a pro 
ſeaſon, though not the only ſeaſon, Pray: 
is neceſſary at all times, though it be mo 
needful in affliction: And ſo ſinging; 
is not only needful when we are rejoicin 
in order that our joy may center int 
Lord, but ſometimes ſinging will beg 
ſpiritual joy, and will awaken it in d 
afflicted heart. Paul and Silas were 
great outward diſtreſs, yet they ſang 
plalm in priſon. The apoſtles lang 
. I yl 


4 
I 
d 
al 


for 


ney 
be⸗ 
an 


1 


ymn after the ſacrament, although they 
new their Lord was going to ſuffer, and 
ey were greatly troubled. In that ſor- 
pwful hour they ſang. Singing is always 
aſonable, but eſpecially wh the heart 
happy, “Is any among you merry? 
Let him ſing pſalms.” Is he in a good 
me of mind, rejoicing in the bounty of 
od, either for temporal or ſpiritual 
rcies? Let him ſing pſalms to the praiſe 
d glory of his benefactor: This is a 
per expreſſion of gratitude for favors 
eived, and will be the means of ſecuring 
m: For fince his happineſs comes from 
od God, and ariſes from communion 
God in Chrift, it is fit and meet, 
he ſhould aſcribe it to the right ob- 
and in a way of God's own appoint- 
A divine hymn upon the ſubje& of 
ſe (of which there are many) ſung 
heart-felt thankfulneſs is a grateful 
de. The Lord requires ſuch an ac- 
legement, and it becometh well the 
0 be thankful—yea he has vouch- 
to reveal the very words, in which 
quires it to be paid him: And when 
thin us bleſſes his holy name, re- 
g in the Lord, he would have the 
W's man to join, and to declare with 
elody of his lips, how happy he 1s 
heart. Thus in finging the praiſes 
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of our God we ſhall find freſh reaſon wi 


praiſe him. He will certainly meet us uM 
his own means, and bleſs us in his ow 
ways. We ſhall not wait upon him «i 
vain, The means of his appointing ca! 
not fail of anſwering the end. He h 
promiſed to put honor upon his own x 
pointments, and his word cannot be bro: 
The joyful chriſtian is commanded to ff 
the praiſes of his God, and his heart fn 
be thereby kept in holy joy, yea it fh 
be increaſed. His joy ſhall abound: 4 
when believers ſing, as they are comma 
ed, with one another, it ſhall tend tod 
mutual edification, It ſhall ſtir then 
to greater thankfulneſs, and excite wi 
er affection to the God of their {alva 


Singing pſalms is a church-ordinance, 
as ſuch it is bleſſed. The Lord vil 
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forſake the aſſembly of his ſaints, V 

they are met together to praiſe hig 
wall be in the midit of them, and 
manifeſt his acceptance, both of ther not! 
ſons and ſervices. This will make WF melo 
attendance upon him delightful. Hees 
he lifts up the light of his count". 


in 
e, an 
Wa * 
Y 11 
lope, 


upon them, how can they help | 
what they feel? Now they experi! 
has bought them with his blood, anc 
them from hell, has wrought oi! 
righteouſneſs, and will give tit 


1 


heaven, it becometh them well to praiſe 
im, and to rejoice in his holy name, 
ie has made them bleſſed at preſent, and 
{Whey ſhall be bleſſed for evermore, Their 
lefledneſs comes from a never failing 
pring. They are the one true church, 
f which it is ſaid—* Joy and gladneſs 
WS ſhall be found therein, thankſgiving and 
the voice of melody.” Singing is their 
aven in their church triumphant. 'They 
due the fulneſs of joy from God and the 
ab, and they acknowlege it with hum- 
t adoration, and a grateful ſong of never 
Wing praiſe, The innumerable com- 
y of the redeemed will find their heaven 
heavens in enjoying communion with 
holy Trinity, and infinging the glories 
mat mercy, Which is from everlaſting 
verlaſling. 
this paſſage the apoſtle James ſup- 
s, that joy and ſinging agree well to- 
jer, So they do. They depend on 
another as the cauſe and the effect. 
melody of the heart breaks out, and 
eſſes itſelf with the melody of the 
th, A heart made ſenſible of God's 
in Chriſt has the greateſt reaſon to 
e, and will be 1 to ſhew it in 
way of God's appointment, parti- 
in ſinging the praiſes of his won- 
» the love, Does the prophet happy in 
D 4 his 
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his ſoul declare ? “My mouth ſhall praiſ 
* thee with joyful lips“ true chriſtian; 
can gladly join him. They have return. 
ed to God in faith, and have found . 
demption through the blood of the lamb, 
They know in whom they have believed, 
and are ſatisfied of the Father's love Me 
them in his dear ſon. Now they can d 
light in God, It is their privilege to 
Jorce in him, as their God: Yea it 1s the 
bounden duty (he calls upon them) 
expreſs their ſenſe of his goodneſs in ſong 


of praiſe. This joy in God is one of 
chief ingredients in pſalm ſinging. ee 
heart cannot make pleaſant melody, Mear 
leſs joy be there: For the Lord Gd ri. 
an unalienable right to the ſervice cf L. 
whole man, but we never acknowlege the 
until we become his children the be; 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus; in whom we ane 
free acceſs unto the Father. Then wil pſa; 
ſuaded of his precious love to us, ve ein 
him again, and in thankfulneſs giv: Wurch 
ourſelves with all we have and are able 
ſervice and glory. From hence arise of 
Joy in God, and every expreſſion oY Join 


which were required of all men by 
Holy law, but are only fulfilled by | 
who have the faith of the goſpel. 
unpardoned finner cannot poſſibly 
in God: Becauſe -this holy joy 1s © 
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of che Spirit, and is the conſequence of be- 
lieeing. Thus David—““ The Lord is 
« my ſtrength and my ſhield, my heart 
truſted in him, and I am helped, THERE: 
© FORE my heart greatly rejoiceth, and 
with my ſong will I praiſe him.“ What 
che prophet had experienced himſelf, the 
ame he wiſhes for others, —** Let all thoſe 
WS that put their truſt in thee rejoice, let 


* 


Peet together, it is the delight of their 
$earts to join in praiſes to their God, and 
Javiour. ** O come let us ſing unto the 
Lord; let us make a cheartul noiſe to 
the rock of our ſalvation : Let us come 
before his preſence with thanklgiving, 
and make a joyful noiſe unto him with 
pſalms. With theſe words we always 
gin the reading of- the ſcriptures in our: 
urch ſervice. And what could be more 
table? How proper is it in a congrega- 
n of believers to call upon one another 
oi join in the praiſes of the common Sa- 


chem ever ſhout for joy, becauſe thou 

\ WW defendeſt them: Let them alſo that 

love thy name be Joy ful in thee.” And 

ben a company of theſe happy people 
\ 


= e, that we may ſtrengthen our mutual 
bye 12 him. All true joy comes from him, 
opel. d every acknowlegement of it inward 
1 outward is therefore required, in order 


preſerve and to increaſe our rei jocing 


Rd 
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in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, He deſerye; 
all our joy—the lovelineſs of Immanuel— 
his love to us—the bleſſings of his love 
how many—how great—how laſting 
theſe ſhould encourage us to be glad in 
him now with great joy. But the well. 
grounded proſpect, which hope has, of 
finding in him infinite and everlaſting 
bleſſings, Mould lead us to rejoice in hin 
with joy unſpeakable and full of glory, 
This proſpe& has brightened the darke! 
day: It has enabled ſufferers greatly to 
rejoice, when in heavineſs through mani- 
fold temptations: It has ſupported then 
under every fiery trial. Nothing could 
extinguiſh the joy. It has lived, and 
triumphed in the martyr's breaſt, even in 
the agonies of the moſt painful death, 
Faith reads, and with hope looks out fer 
(andit is a hope that will never be aſhamed) 
the accompliſhment of this faithful pro 


miſe—*<* The ranſomed of the Lord tha - 
% return and come to Sion with ſongs * 
and everlaſting joy upon their head — 

: 


<< they ſhall obtain joy and gladnels, and 
% ſorrow and fighing ſhall flee away. 

Doſt thou find, O my ſoul, any of ti 
holy joy? Canſt thou fing pſalms wi 
the underſtanding, with the heart, al 
with gladneſs in thy heart, rejoicing in t 


Lord? Canſt thou give thanks always 


191 


es WM all things unto God and the Father in 
5 the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt? This 
ö che privilege of every true believer. 
© Being ſaved from fin and hell, made an 
" WW heir of God and a joint heir with Chriſt, 
he has an intereſt in all things: For they 
rie all working together under God for 
ins We his preſent and eternal good. While he 
um WS lives by faith, he knows it, and has the 

comfort of it. His heart is kept in tune, 


bel and whatever befalls him, he has reaſon 
es rejoice in the Lord his God. 


Thus the Lord would have his people 
to rejoice in him always. It is not only 
true in theory, that they may, but it is 


also true in practice, if the outward walk. 
zen u be in concord with the doctrine of the 
dead ptums. This is another eſſential part of 
ut ; tplalm ſinging. The believer ſhould Ive 
am" Es he ſings. His life ſhould be in har- 
I pe vony with his principles. If he ſees the 
ad 25 ruth as it is in Jeſus, and loves it, and 
* ejoices in it, the effect of all this will 


ertainly be outward and viſible. The 


1s, 0 ward melody will be expreſſed in his 
y i "Pers and behaviour. There will be 
0 * | confiltency throughout. As he lives, 
ms WI 


0 he will walk, by the faith of the Son 
dt God. Practice and principle will ſweet- 
y accord, The ſame ſound that comes: 
am his lips comes alſo from his heart, 
and 
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rand his whole life will be an uniſon. His 
actions ſing, his tempers are in harmony, 
his behaviour makes up the chorus, a- 
broad and at home, the muſic of his heart 
and life gives one certain note—Jeſus is 
mine ALL—I live in him—on him-—to 
him—I would have all within me to 
praiſe him, and all without me to ſhew 
forth his praiſes—bleflings on him for 
ever and ever. Amen. | 

If a man's life be not thus conſiſtent 
with his ſinging, he mocks God, he de. 
-ceives his neighbour, and he gives the 
lie to his own words. Actions are ſurer 
.evidences, than ſounds: For they diſco- 
ver the ſettled, and the laſt purpoſe cf 
the mind. They ſhew not only what 3 
anan talks of, but what he is determine! 
wt live by. The true character cannot 
be known, but from them. God only 
Tees the heart. We know what is in it, 
by what comes out of it. We judge ore | 
the fountain from the ſtream. If the{Wkei 
words and works be evil, ſo 1s the heart: 
For out of the heart proceed evil thougits, 
murders, adulteries, fornications, &c 
theſe are clear facts to judge by. Þ 
ſuch a man was to ſing with a voice lik 
an angel, it is a voice and nothing mor. 
His actions prove it to be mere air a 


empty ſound: Yea, they ente 
| £1 
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that his heart is in perfect diſcord with 


God. He fays one thing, and does the 
contrary. He ſeems to praiſe God, as if 
She was happy in his love, but he cleaves 
Ko the world and ſeeks his happineſs in it, 
Ie ſings—““ Whom have I in heaven 
but thee,” yet ſhews his ſupreme joy is 
Bn the earth. How can any thing, that 
Wuch a man ſings be an acceptable tervice, 
Fhile his heart and life are in direct op- 
doſtion to the holy will of God? A Jew 
an ing, a Turk can join in concert with 
im, an infidel may play well upon an 
rer Wiltrument, a company of Jews, Turks, 
co- Wd infle!s may perform the fineſt piece 
of WE muſic and with the moſt harmonious 


ta ends. They may go through the ora- 
ined rio of the Meſſiah without one diſcord. 
ano iſt here is no melody to the Lord. 
only {Wicy have no deſign to ſhew forth the 
n it, ies of Immanuel: And what is not 
re ole in faith, and to his glory is ſin. 
f their mufic is as hateful to him, as any 
heart: their other vices: For SELF is the 


cen of their ſong. They ſing to pleaſe 
mlelves, and to pleaſe God is not in 
their thoughts. O conſider this, ye 
t come to church, and join in ſinging 
 plalms, Is it with you an ordinance 
God ? Do you look upon it, as ſuch, 
ind ir ſuch ? Does your underſtand- 


ang 
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ing go with the pſalm, and your hen 
enter into it? Is it the joy of your heart? 
Do you fing rejoicing in God? And d 
you find him your one ſupreme bleſſednes 
all the day long? So that your life is 
continued ſong of praiſe, and every acta 
of it, being ſubject to his holy will, pr i 8 
ſerves the harmony, and keeps up t-F" 
heavenly joy. Is it thus indeed? Wl 
is like unto you, O people ſaved by 
Lord. May nothing cauſe diſcord i 
tween you any more: But may increaliy 
faith witneſs with growing comfort d 
you are one with God, and he is one w 
you. Look to Jeſus, Let your, eyes! 
fixt upon him, expecting all out of 
fullneſs. Keep cloſe to him. Thus f 


— — 
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\ 
4 ſhall go on your way rejoicing : and n 
1118 you ſhall ſee him face to face, and s 
Ii Joy ſhall be full. of 
. If all theſe things be put together, t tem 
| we learn that ſinging pſalms is an ordin: Or 
of God, and one of the means of gr eſor 
inſtituted for the exerciſe and for the WF © 
provement of * It is commanded i ethe 

a promiſe, and the promiſe is made got 


this very day, as thouſands of living! 
nefles can teſtify, When they have 
together, underſtanding the ſubjct 
the pſalm, and finging it with melo) 
their kearts, then the Lord has acc 


. 


eir praiſes, and increaſed their joy in 
im. They have found their affections 
ien nearer to him, and he has warmed 
gem with a {ſweet ſenſe of his love. And 
is has not been a tranſient viſit. It 
„doc ceaſe when they had done ſing- 
: i g; but the harmony was preſerved in 
pon ordered walk, directed by the faith 
me son of God. They lived their 
gs. Peace and love dwelt in their 
" Warts, and their joy abounded in the 
| Job 

an But where is this ſort of ſinging, in 
on place, or _— what people? Who 

e 


. * they that find thoſe heavenly affections 
Y© irciſed in it, and thoſe happy effects 

0l it? It is much to be lamented, that 
35 'WWnging of pſalms at preſent is not upon 
— right plan, and does not anſwer the 
\ 


of its inſtitution, I ſpeak not of the 
Kempt, with which it is treated by the 


er, "Wh, or of the neglect of it by many 
raul efſors, but of the prevailing abuſes. 
tv t among them, who would be thought 


ether Chriſtians, 
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Theſe abuſes I would particularly mentin, i 
and humbly proj aſe à remedy for each f i 
them. | 


OME of theſe may ſeem not worth 
of notice, they are ſuch ſmall m atters; 
but I think there is nothing little in d. 
vine werſhip. The majeſty of God enno- 
bles, and exalts every part of it. Fl 
has commanded us to ting plalms, and 
whatever he has been pleaſed to con 
mand, has his authority to enforce it 
And whatever he has engaged to bleß 
has his promiſe to make it the means ( 
bleſſing. In keeping of it there is! 
reſent great reward, His preſence wil 
Ei in it, when it is rightly per formet 
and he will render it eſtectual. He w 
hear, he will accept, he will wires 
acceptance of the praiſes. of his props 
Therefore every thing relating to tt 
ſhould be done decently and in ord 
We ſhould always fing with a revercnt 
becoming the greatneſs and goodness 
our God, in ſuch a manner 2s may b 
expreſs our happineſs in his love, 
as may tend moſt to mutual edification 


19 


If theſe things be conſidered, it will 
not be thought an indifferent matter, 
Whether the pſalms be ſung at all, or 

Show they be ſung — whether with, or 
n, without any heart devotion, with or 
of - 1thout any melody of the voice Whether 

every believer in the congregation ſhould 

Wing, or no—whether ſinging ſhould be a 
rthy trial of ſkill, who can bawl loudeſt—whe- 
ers; er the poſture ſhould not be expreſſive 
arg well as the voice—whether ſuitable 
uno portions of the pſalms ſhould be choſen, 
Herr the perſon who gives them out ſhould 
aue be left to chooſe them, often without any 


conWudoment—whether grace ſhould be ex- 
e urid in finging or not—whether we 
blengWinould fing in order to increaſe grace, or 


ns Pot—whether we ſhould ſing for amuſe- 
is nent, or for the glory of God. It is 
> wilt a trifling matter—how you determine 
1 meqWioſe points: They enter deep into an 
'e portant part of religious worſhip, yea 
es io a very high act of it, one in which 
cope pay the nobleſt ſervice we can upon 
) tücherch, and indeed the neareſt we can 
eme to the ſervice of ſaints and angels. 
low then can it be an indifferent thing, 


ne's hether a believer ſings pſalms, or not, 
ay rr whether or no he ſings them with me- 
e, Ny in his heart unto the Lord? Certain- 
ion. if he would pleaſe God in ſinging, he 


ſhould 
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mould attend to the ſcripture rules before 
laid down for directing his conduct, which Wt, 
compared with the analogy of faith will ne 
regulate every thing relating to the divine hi. 
ordinance of pſalm ſinging. ve; 
One great abuſe is the general ignorance W 64 
of the ſubject of the book of pſalms. No pe 

rtion of God's word is [eſs known: in 
"eng in our congregation very ſeldon WT; 
underſtand what they are finging. "They or 
have not Chriſt in their eye, nor his glory the 
in their view: Although the deſign of a! Wen; 
thoſe hymns is to deſcribe the love of Gol cos 
to ſinners in Chriſt Jeſus, They all treat pr 
of him in ſome view or other: For ther the 
are many extenſive, and all very glorio Mm: 
views, in which his perſon, offices, work Were 
and ways may be conſidered. Some trea Wa] 
of his high praiſes as God-man, deſcribing lier 
his perſon, as the infinite treaſury of gra rec 
and glory. Some celebrate the matchlc:WMh; 
deeds of his life, as the Lord our rig ge 
teouſneſs, and the complete atoneaenWſho: 
made for fin by the ſacrifice of himlell.WW:o, 
Others in language and ſentiments truly 
ſublime ſing the endleſs victories of his 
reſurrection, and the prevailing eflicacy 
of his interceſſion. Several of them treat 
of his moſt bleſſed government, when he 
ſets up his throne in the hearts of his will- 


ing people, and faves them from oy * 
eat 
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ſides, the pſalms treat of his wonderful 


time, but alſo from the ages o 


the Trinity—his fulfilling the covenant 
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death, and every enemy: while others 
foretell the great day of the Lord, when 
he will come to judge all fleſh, will take 
his redeemed home, and the whole hea- 
yen ſhall be filled with his glory. Be- 


perſon, not only from the r of 

eternity: 
They diſcover the undertakings of his 
love before all worlds in the covenant of 


engagements in time—and his beſtowin 
covenant- bleſſings from henceforth an 
for ever. What an extenſive view do 
they give us of the loving kindneſs of 
Immanuel, reaching from everlaſting to 
everlaſting! And in all theſe reſpects the 
plalms are of ineſtimable value with be- 
levers : For their uſe the holy Spirit has 
recorded them; and herein they learn, 
what ſentiments they are to form of God 
the Saviour, with what gratitude they 
ſhould ſpeak of him, and with what holy 
joy they ſhould ſing the triumphs of re- 
deeming love. The pſalms were fitted 
for this purpoſe by infinite wiſdom : For 
holy men of God ſpake them as they were 
moved by the holy Ghoſt: And they are 
bleſſed for this purpoſe, when wich the 
apoſtle any one can ſay, I will fin 

© Wat 


(WJ 


* the underſtanding alſo.” 


have prefixed the ſubje& of every pſaln 
in this collection, that the congregation 
might have a key to the true ſenſe, and 


was to be exerciſed in ſinging it. This 
will help ſomewhat to keep up harmony 
in the underſtanding. But it will not 
be without ſome diſcord, until the ſub. 


made ver plain, and their application to 
Jeſus Chriſt be well ſettled. For this 
end I have finiſhed ſome years ago : 
tranſlation of the pſalms, with a treatiſe 
upon their uſe and deſign: It was com. 
puted to make two large volumes in oc- 
tavo, entitled, An ef/ay towards a new 
tranſlation of the bible—In which I have 
been engaged, as opportunity has offered, 
above ity years; but I ſhould have 
publiſhed nothing more of it in my lik 
time, than this eſſay, in which the tranſla- 
tion of the book of pſalms would have 
been given as a ſpecimen of the work. 
It has laid by me ſo long, that I am not 
very ſanguine about the publication, Yet 
if this little tract ſhould be favourably re- 
ceived, and God ſhould be pleaſed to 


make 


« with the Spirit, and I will ſing win 


In order to remedy this great evil, | 


each might know, what a particular grace Wi 


ject treated of in the book of pſalms be % 
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ae it uſeful : If ſome providence ſhould 
Word me leiſure to reviſe my papers, of 
Whick I have no proſpect at preſent, and 
| they ſhould then appear to me likely to 
Womote the honor of God, and the good 
WF his church, I ſhould think it my duty 
let my light ſhine before men. Yet in 
his, and in every thing elſe, I do earneſtly 
Not my will, Lord, but thine be 
t ne. | 
Another very great abuſe ariſes from 
r treating palm ſinging as becometh a 
vine ordinance. There ſhould be great 
pect paid to what God has appointed, 
d in the uſe of which he has promiſed 
meet and to bleſs his people. We 
mmonly catl thoſe ihe means of grace, to 
Pich grace is promiſed, and by which 
kee is received, and through which it 1s 
reaſed in the heart. Singing of pfalms 
undoubtedly one of thoſe means, but it 
Emongſt us very much neglected, and 
den uſed, it is done in fo irreverent a 
Inner, that the end of its inſtitution 1s 
attained, God, as has been already 
ved, has enjoined, and enforced it by 
ated commands. He has alſo aſſigned 
realon of them, namely, that when= 
F we find ourſelves happy in him, he 
d have our joy to flow out this way. 
L What more proper and ſignificant ? 
| Singing 
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Singing is only expreſſing outwardly the 
— 1 of the W And God * re. 
uired it of us, as a juſt ſervice of praiſe 
He has furniſhed us both with matter and 
words. He has given us a divine collec. 
tion of moſt perfect hymns. And whe 
we uſe them in humble faith, God wil 
render them the means of exciting, of pre. 
ferving, and of encreafing our holy joy: 
For the promiſe is—“ The meek ab 
„ ſhall increaſe their joy in the Lord, and 
* the poor among men ſhall rejoice in the 
& holy one of Iſrael.” 
This promiſe has been made good i 
all ages. The bleſſing has come in th 
uſe of means. The church of Chriſt i 
praiſing him has found freſh reaſon 1 
raiſe him. While its happy membe 
— been ſinging together, he has voud 
ſafed to them his gracious preſence, 2 
has given them ſweet communications man 
his heavenly love. They have ſung i eatic 
their hearts burnt within them, inflame 
with a ſenſe of his goodneſs. Then thareas ; 
had delightful experience of the pſalmif 
words "Praiſe ye the Lord; for it in: 
„good thing to give thanks unto ! 
& Lord, and to ſing praiſes unto thy nar 
« O molt high: For it is pleaſant a 
« praiſe is comely.“ * 
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Reader, doſt thou find it ſo? Is it a 
eaſure to thee to ſing pſalms? Doſt thou 
bg them, as an ordinance? Doſt thou in 
ch expect a bleſſing upon thy ſinging ? 
dit is indeed to thee the means of grace ? 
it be, uſe them more, and thou wilt find 
increaling bleſſing : If it be not, con- 
fer well what has been ſaid—repent of 
ne abuſe of this precious ordinance— 
Wd pray for grace to obſerve it to the 
nor of God, to the edification of others, 
kl to the profit of thine own ſoul] : The 
rd give thee a right underſtanding in 
p matter. : 
he negle& of it as an ordinance has 
many people entirely to negle& it. I 
ee ſcarce ever ſeen a congregation, in 
ch every one joined in ſinging. This 
very great abuſe :; Becauſe it is defeat- 
the end of God's inſtitution, He 
dmanded pſalms to be ſung for mutual 
cation, It was to be the ſervice of 


d 1 
| the 
& u 
mn 
m Ott 


ONs v 
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flame whole church. All were to join; 
en theWreas among us it is performed by ſome 
umu and they are ſometimes ſet by them- 
it vin a finging gallery, or in a corner 


ito Mie church, where they ſing to be ad- 
nau for their fine voices, and others hear 
ant for their entertainment. This is a 
proſtitution of church muſic, and 

contrary 


Rea 


8 
contrary to the letter and ſpirit both «th; 
old teſtament and alſo of the new. 

The firſt ſacred hymn upon record wn 
ſung by Moſes, and the children of lire, 
in which Miriam, and all the women joit 
ed, and ſang the chorus. The ſeconf 
hymn mentioned is ſaid to be ſung by th 

ple of Iſrael without any diſtinctia 

hen the ark was brought up to the cy 
of David, he and all Iſrael played bef 
God with all their might, and with firs 
0g: Moſt likely they ſang the ui 
pſalm accompanied with harps, and pl: 
teries, and with timbrels, and with cy 
bals, and with trumpets. David frequen: 
ſpeaks of ſinging pſalms, as an ordinaj 
in which every one ſhould bear his p: 
that God might be glorified, and all ni 
be edified—** Make a joyful noiſe u 
God, all ye lands; ſing forth the ha 
of his name, make his praiſe glos 
All the earth ſhall worſhip thee, i 
5 ſhall ſing unto thee, they ſhall ſing 
„ thy name. O let the nations be g 
« and ſing for joy, ſing unto Go, 
«© kingdoms of the earth: O ſing pri 
« unto the Lord.” The ſweet ſinge 
Iſrael chooſes this for his ſubject—* 
* thy works ſhall praiſe thee, OL 


« and thy ſaints ſhall bleſs thee” 0 4PF 


he purſues it through the cxlvitith ps 


1 


e begins with Hallelujah, and intending 
to have a full chorus to join him in aſcrib- 
ng all glory to God in the higheſt, he 
alls upon the holy angels and the hzavenly 
oſts to aſſiſt; then he addreſſes himſelf to 
he active powers in nature, which praiſe 
30d by doing his will and obeying his de- 
ree; afterwards he calls upon the earth 
ith every thing in it, and on it, animate, 
id inanimate: For theſe fulfill his com- 
andments, and keep his laws, and fo 
raiſe him: At laſt he comes to mankind, 
pd requires high and low, kings and all 
tople, princes and all judges of the earth, 
dth young men, and maidens, old men, 
d children, to join with him in praiſing 
e name of the Lord: For his name 
dne is excellent, his glory is above the 
th and heaven: He alſo exalteth the 


U. 
"1 wer of his people, the praiſe of all his 
en, even of the children of Iſrael, a 
> ple near unto him. Hallelujah. 
* bis was the ſtate of the caſe in the old 
55 nent: And in the new we read of 
| very children among the Jews, who 


ud with their underſtanding fing, 
olanna to the ſon of David, blefled 
be that cometh in the name of the 
ord, Hoſanna in the higheſt.” - They 
d apply to Chriſt the 118th pſalm. 
we know from prophane hiſtory, 
E that 


37 


ith p 


* 
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that the firſt Chriſtians in all their meet. 
ings uſed to ſing the praiſes of Jeſu 
their God. They would not fit down t 
meat, or riſe up without a pſalm. Jeon 
ſays, you might have heard the plout. 
men and reapers in the fields ſingin WM 
pſalms: Yea, ſeveral of them could rem 
the whole book in Hebrew. Chu 
hiſtory relates inany particulars upon thi 


. s. 73 . . * 
ſubject. But the divine record is deciſe a 
It contains commands to ſing, direc o 


4 


how to ſing, and promiſes to them wit 


do ſing aright in the congregation. p- 

1. As to the commands, one inſtar] th 
may ſuffice, becauſe they are fo frequal# 
repeated in the 95th pſalm ; the ſuhi the 
of which is ſo plain, as not to need ai go: 
title prefixed to it. It treats of the p] ). 4 
of God the Saviour, The church b dee 
met together in one place, the membt long 
of it call upon one another to jon 5. 
public ſinging of pſalms: They prop and 
to celebrate the greatneſs of the po be d 
and love of their Jeſus. They 6. 
their own backwardneſs to this high d elves 
they find how uncqual their beit pier k 
are to the infinite glory of his perion, 7. 
how far theſe are below the vail H eople 
which they owe him, therefore ley Mock u 
hort one another again and again 0% The! 
deavor to give him higher, itil! by hold 


1 tan 
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thanks; but as they cannot ſhew forth all 
his praiſe, they would therefore lengthen. 
out the ſong, and be continually glorify- 
ing him for the wonders, which he has 
done for their ſalvation. For this purpoſe 
the holy Ghoſt has put thoſe words into 
WW their mouths, | 
I. O come ye, and we will with loud 
voices praiſe jehovah, we will make the 
air ring with ſinging to the ſtrength of 
our Jeſus ; 
2. We will enter into his preſence to 
pay him our homage, and we will make 
cle air ring with pſalms unto his praiſe: 
3. For Jehovah is the great God, and 
the great king above all (that is called) 
gods: 
1 4. Becauſe under his power are the 


WM deepeſt parts of the earth, and to him be- 
nb long the higheſt parts of the mountains: 
en 5. Becauſe to him belongeth the ſea, 
* and he made it, and his hands have formed 
70 the dry land: 
ei. O come then, we will proſtrate our- 
\ zu elves, we will bow down, we will bend. 
; ors dur knees before Jehovah our maker: 
foi , 7, For he 1s our God, and we are the 
.n (cople under his paſtoral. care, and the 


Jock under his protection. 
Then the holy Ghoſt encourages them 
d hold faſt this their confidence in Chriſt, 
E 2 and 
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and the rejoicing of their hope firm unto 
the end, as Heb. iii. 7, &c. 

8. This day, when ye ſhall hear his 
voice, harden not your hearts as in the 
provocation (of your fathers) when tliey 
tempted me in the wilderneſs, 

9. For your fathers tempted me, they 
tried me, (through their unbelief) altho' 
they ſaw my miraculous works: 

10. Forty years long was I grieved wich 
that generation, (they grieved the holy 
Spirit), and I ſaid, It is a people that do 
err in their heart, and they have not ac- 
knowleged my way (Chriſt) 

11. Wherefore I ſware in my wrath, 
that they ſhould not enter into my reſt. * 

How clear and full is this authority! Ne 
Here is an hymn given by the inſpiration if 
of the almighty, in which believers en- 
courage and admoniſh one another to ſing Wh... 
pſalms, and to ſing them whenever they Wy. 
come with the great congregation into in 
the preſence of their Jeſus, joining heart 
and voices in his worſhip and praiſe: 
They ſing earneſtly, aloud, with thankſ⸗ 
giving, they repeat the ſong, they bow 
down and- bend the knee to the creator 
of the world and the ſupporter of it, who 
is alſo their maker in an eſpecial ſenſe, as 
he had made them new creatures by lis 
regenerating Spitit, and thereby _ 
them 


So 


them into a covenant relation, he their 

God, and they his people; he their ſhep- 

herd, and they his flock; he making ample 

* proviſion for them, and they receiving it 

* thankfully at his hands; he ſpeaking to 
them, and his ſheep hear his voice and 

' I follow him, not tempting Chriſt as the 
eos tempted him in the wilderneſs and 
entered not into his reſt, but they by be- 


n WW lieving enter now into his reſt, and by 
and by into that reſt, which remaineth 
10 for the people of God. 

Prom this ſingle paſſage without men- 


# tioning others it is very evident, that ſing- 
in, ing pſalms in public worſhip is a 
ed of God, but this will be clearer ſtill if 
we weigh the 
2. Directions given in ſcripture con- 
cerning the linging of them. "Theſe have 
been mentioned before in the fifth chapter. 
We read in the book of pſalms, that ſing- 
ling in the worſhip of God is the ſervice 
of the renewed mind, and of the rejoicing 
heart. The man, who is enabled by 
believing to ſee his oneneſs with Jeſus, 
and to enjoy the Father's love in him, 
ill ſing, as the ſweet pſalmiſt of Iſrael 
id, with his underſtanding and with all 
is heart: He will rejoice in the Lord 
nd be glad in the God of his ſalvation z 
n every way, that he can, and with every 
E 3 faculty, 
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faculty, he will endeavor to expreſs his 
happineſs in God. 
We meet with ſeveral paſſages to the 
ſame purpoſe in the new teſtament, in 
which there are very particular rules laid 
down for ſinging. Thus the apoſtle {peak- 
ing in his own perſon directs the Corinthi- 
ans, how they might pray and praiſe with 
profit. If I pray in an unknown tongue 
«© my ſpirit prayeth, but my underſtand. 
« ing is unfruitful, What is it then? ! 
« will pray with the ſpirit, and I wil 
% pray with the underſtanding alſo: | 
« will ſing with the ſpirit, and I will fin; 
With the underſtanding alſo,” that my 
whole ſoul may be engaged in giving cf 
thanks, and that others may be edified. 
He enlarges upon this to the Epheſians: 
He propoſes ſinging of pſalms as the mean; 


of being filled with the Spirit, and tens ag 
what ſort of ſinging was moſt likely to do 3 , 
this, namely uſing ſcripture hymns, ſcrip- ern 


ture pſalms, and ſcripture ſongs inditei 
| by the holy Spirit, and then he preſcribes 
the manner of ſinging, believers were t? 
ſpeak audibly with their voices to one ano- 
ther, and with their hearts to the Lord, 
ſo that they might make melody with 
booth, and they might always and for al 
—_— things be giving of thanks to God ad 
1 . Father, 
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ather in the name of our Lord Jeſus 
hrilt, 

| The ſame directions are given to the 
Toloſſians: The apoſtle would have the 
Ford of Chriſt to dwell in them richly in 
W! wiſdom both of theory and practice: 
Ind to this end he adviſes them to try to 
lify one another by ſinging of pſalms. 
hey were to aim at mutual teaching 
pd admonition, ſinging with grace in 
Seir hearts unto the Lord, and whatever 
ey did in word or deed all was to be 
dne in the name of the Lord Jeſus, giv- 


g thanks to God and the Father by 


m. 

And the apoſtle James lays down a ge- 
tral rule without any exception, 4 
penever a believer is happy in God, it 
his duty and his privilege to expreſs it 
finging of pſalms, both as a proper ac- 
owlegement to the Lord for his good- 


d 00 ls, and alſo as the moſt likely means to 
9 5 ſerve and to increaſe this holy joy 
3 ls any of you in a happy frame? let 


him ſing pſalms.“ 

z. Theie commands and directions are 
atly en forced by the promiſes made to 
ping of pſalms, All the commands of 
d have a promiſe included in them, 
i they ſuppoſe that whenever the com- 
ads are Kept in faith, they will be ac- 
E 4 . cepted 
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cepted in and through Chriſt Jeſus. With = 
reſpe& to God himſelf to whoſe praiſe and Nane 
glory we ſing them, he declares—“ Them No 
that honor me, I will honor,” Ve wn. 
certainly honor him by ſinging of Pſalms Wi oy 


He has appointed this ſervice: He hs 1 
revealed the hymns which we are to fing: 
And in uſing them we wait on him 1 in i 
own means for his promiſed ble. 

which he will not deny to thoſe hah ce 
im all the honor of what they are in 


Chriſt, and of what they do by the Spirit Night 
of Chriſt, When the y aſcribe to him all nifo 
his glory, he will accept the ſacrifice of ” 
praiſe, and will manifeſt his acceptane by 
of it $a 
With reſpect to the brethren, the pro-Which 
miſes are many and great—ſuch 1:—— acc 
| Singing pſalms together is the means of hile 
exereiſing and increaſing the graccs cf Vith 
Spirit, of making the word of Chriſt due de 
more richly in them, of teaching and d y in 
admoniſhing one anotlier, and thus 2M 0:1. 
ing and receiving mutual edification, 0 ifyin 
come and praiſe the Lord with me, ue by 
let us magnify his name together, keepin; 
up the communion of ſaints in this as we lect 
-as in every other ordinance. er pr; 
With reſpect to ourſely es it is the = ce wi; 
of preſerving holy joy in the heart. m th 


any one be ſenſible of God's infinite 1 0 
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kis ſoul, this is the proper expreſſion of 
it: And if it be expreſſed with an humble 
and thankful heart, this is the right way 
Ito increaſe joy in God. It is the ſame 
where they have attained to the fulneſs of 
joy. There the ſaints ſing without ceaſing. 
The ſong which they begun upon earth 
will be continued in heaven, and it will 
be their perfect happineſs to ſing for ever 
and ever the praiſes of God and the 
amb. 

| Confider thoſe authorities, ye that have 
Nighted this ordinance. Has it been the 
bniform practice of the church of God in 
Al ages to join in ſinging his praiſes? Was 

& by his expreſs command? Has he given 
sa collection of hymns, the very words 


nich we are to ang; Has he promiſed - 


d accept our thanks and praiſes, and 
hile believers have been offering them 
th grateful hearts, has he conſtantly 
lade them the means of increaſing their 
y in the Lord? Was it for the benefit 
others, that the church might receive 
ifying, and that each might bear his 
rt by ſtirring up and exciting thank- 
Iineſs in one another? O do not then 
wet ſuch a bleſſed ordinance: But ra- 
er pray the Lord to enable you to re- 
with them that rejoice, to ſing with 
m that ſing. Have you not mercies 


E 5 to 
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to a? Why then will you not join the 
church in aſking? Have you not mercies 
out of number to thank God for? Why 
then will you not take your part in prail. 
ing him for his goodneſs? Why will yay 
. yourſelf of the pleaſure of doing it. 
Why will you not profit your neighbor; 
And why will you not give God the glory 
due unto his holy name? Be aſſured it be. 
"cometh you well to be thankful at a 
times and in all places, eſpecially in the 
great congregation. May you have your 
mare in the ſervice, and your ſhare in tie 
bleſſing promiſed to it. 

If you are convinced it is part of ti: 
public worſhip of God, in which you e 
required to join, as much as in the prayer 
or in hearing the word, then take ben 
you join properly. You may ſing, anc 

et greatly abuſe this holy ordinanz 
There are many fingers in the churd 
who take no pains either to keep l 


time, or to follow the tune, and vl 
thereby ſhew they think it of no con 
quence, how the praiſes of the moſt hy 
God are ſung. Solomon differed mu 
from them. He thought it a great pe 
fection in praiſing God, that among ! 
many thouſands of voices and inſtrumer 
which were ſounding forth his praiſe 


one time, there was not a ſingle diſc 


1 


to be heard. The ſcripture has taken 
notice of it—** They all gave one ſound.““ 
Why ſhould not we do the ſame? Nay, 
Sis it not the practice of the people of the 
World? Will they ſuffer diſcords in any 
of their concerts? A public performer 
&ould only riſe in repute with them, as 
he plays or ſings well. Chriſtian, con- 
Wider this. Shall they for their mere 
muſement ſtudy to have their muſic free: 
om every thing offenſive to the ear? And 
Wall not we be equally careful? More 
@(pecially as we ſing to the honor of God 
nd to the edifying of the brethren. We 
have a moſt noble ſubject divine matter 
divine words: We fing of one Lord 
ich one faith——O for harmony in ſome 
eaſure ſuitable! It is much to be wiſhed. 
hope it will be attained. Let me 
meſtly recommend it to every one to 
g, and to all who do ſing, to learn to 
gwell; and till you do, endeavor to 
od another matter of offence, 

There are many in our congregations,. 
ho ſeem to think they ſing beſt, when 
ey ſing loudeſt. You may ſee them 
ten ſtrain themſelves with ſhouting, till 
eir faces are as red as ſcarlet, The. 
pit ſingers commonly offend this way. 
bad, coarſe voice, quite out of tune 3s 


be heard above all, and will take the 
| Lad 


1 
Head in the congregation : And whenever 
a number of ſuch meet together in their 
ſhouting humor, they put all into con. 
fuſion. They diſorder thoſe, who would 
ling with feeling and affection. They 
drown the muſical voices of good ſingers, 
They offend the outward people. And 
they do no good to themſelves: So they 
entirely defeat the end of ſinging. If 
theſe lines ſhould fall into the hancs d 
any, who are ſenſible they have offended 
in this way, I would beg of them to . 
form this abuſe. Examine your mute 
.—Why would you be uppermoſt in e 
congregation? Is ycur voice the belt? 
Do you think ſo; Aiſk one, who 1s 
Judge? Perhaps he may perſuade you, | 
with I could prevail with you, to fin 


lower. Indeed if you once come to be; 
What you fing, you will reform youre Which 
A great part of your ſinging will then ve. 
between God and your own ſoul: us 

will try to keep up melody in your begin; 
and that will mend both your voice 2M cho! 
Judgement. However it will certainly py then 
you upon trying to pleaſe both God ah or 


man in ſinging. 

There is another very great and con 
mon abuſe, which conſiſts in the cho 
of improper portions. The perion, Wow c: 


whoſe judgment this is left, is not av 
0 


tro 


ne of the wiſeſt in the congregation. 
He may not underſtand the pſalms. He 
may miſapply and prophane them. It is 
ot a rare thing for him to make them 
Perſonal, and to apply the glorious things 
Broken of Chriſt to trifling pariſh buſinel: 
have heard the quarrels among neigh- 
Pors ſung over on ſundays, The clerk 
pas choſen ſame paſlage, applicable en- 
Wirely to the enemies of the Lord and his 
Thriſt, and has moſt groſly perverted it. 
The congregation had nothing to do with 
De diſpute, and yet it was brought before 
em, and they were called upon in an 
rcinance tO intereſt themſelves in it, No 
oubt, this and ſuch like abuſes are a 
ery great inſult upon God's word and 
rdinance, and ought to be reformed. 
be people ſhould underſtand the pſalm, 


une 

the 
Vit! 
is 1 
Ju, 

(10 
) feel 


ie lich they are going to ſing, and ſhould 
en Me well acquainted with its relation to 
pes Chriſt. They are all required to 
bean; and therefore ſuitable portions ſhould 
ce M choſen, in which all or the greateſt part 
ly chem are intereſted. They ſhould ſing 


ch one mind, and one heart, as well as 
one tune: For which end the know- 
ge of the pſalm, and of whom and of 
choiW'at it treats are abſolutely neceſſary. 
on, can any one ſing aright unto the 
award with grace in his heart, unleſs he 

. __ underſtands, 


1d an 


d colt 
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underſtands, whether the pſalm relates to able 
prayer or thankſgiving, to aſking mercis Het 
of God, or praifing him for them, wha an 
grace was to be exerciſed in ſinging, faith 2" 
or hope, or love, and what blefling un Excl: 
to be expected from it? Theſe thing WF 

act 


ſhould be well known, that ſinging na M 
be a reaſonable ſervice, and the means Heer 
race. And to render it ſuch I have cd. 
ected portions ſuitable to moſt caſes of 1 
chriſtian's experience, and have alſo pc 


fixed the ſubject of each. I have alio pci N. 
ed out to the believer wich what (frame oF lai 
mind to ſing, and what benefit. to lo|="" 
for from the word of promiſe in {inginy, anſia 
I wiſh the attempt may help to make tie be V 
ordinance better obſerved, and then I an aiph 
ſure it will be more bleiled. pad 11 
There is another thing relating to He 
ſalms, I cannot call it an abuſe: For i 1 
is a total neglect of them, They Fe 
quite rejected in many congregation), 1 ekers 
if there were no ſuch hymns given by ti ered 
inſpiration of God, and as if they ve {© 
not left for the uſe of the church and to ba 
ſung in the congregation. Human con ectic 
poſitions are preferred to divine, Ma” hy 
etry is exalted above the poetry of f Led to 
oly Ghoſt, Is this right? The hy ens, 
which he revealed for the uſe of! be to 
£01 


church, that we might have words 0 


1 


able to the praiſes of Immanuel, are quite 
et aſide: By which means the word of 
Wnan has got a preference in the church 
Wbove the word of God, yea ſo far as to 
clude it entirely from public worſhip. 
is not difficult to account for this ſtrange 
Practice. Our people had loſt ſight of 
e mcaning of the pſalms. They did not 
e their relation to Jeſus Chriſt. This 
ppened when vital religion began to 
Wecay among us, more than a century ago. 
& was a gradual decay, and went on, till 
t laſt there was a general complaint 
einst Sternhold and Hopkins. Their 
anſtation was treated, as poor flat ſtuff. 

he wits ridiculed it. The prophane 
laſphemed it. Good men did not de- 

nd it. Then it fell into ſuch contempt, 

jat people were ready to receive any thing 

its room, which looked rational an 

ps poctical, In this fituation the hymn- 
zkers find the church, and they are 
fered to thruſt out the pſalms to make 

y for their own compoſitions: of which 
ey have ſupplied us with a vaſt vatiety, 
lection upon collection, and in uſe too, 

W hymns ſtarting up daily—appendix 

ded to appendix—ſung in many congre- 

Lons, yea admired by very high pro- 

ors to ſuch a degree, that the pſalms 
become quite oblolere, and the fing- 


as 


2 


ing of them is now almoſt as deſpicable þ 
among the modern religious, as it wa 
ſome time ago among the prophane. 

I know this is a ſore place, and I would 
touch it gently, as gently as I can with 
any hope of doing good. The value ge 
poems above pſalms is become ſo grea, a 
and the ſinging of mens words, ſo as qu Hm c 
to caſt out the word of God, is become 
univerſal (except in the church of England 
that one ſcarce dare ſpeak upon the ſub 


jet: Neither would I, having alrea 
met with contempt enough for preferring arch 
God's pſalms to man's hymns; if a hig hen 
regard for God's moſt bleſſed word d of 
not require me to bear my teſtimony, a 15 
if I did not verily believe, that many io 
chriſtians have taken up this prattugp:ied 
without thinking of the tendency of ir, aWſp'y 
when they come to conſider the meren 
carefully, they will rather thank me, H Oh 
cenſure. me for freedom of ſpeech. ef 
me obſerve then, that I blame no be nes o 
for ſinging human compoſitions, | Joy word 
think it ſinful or unlawful, ſo the matcer i in: 
ſcriptural, My complaint is againit py, me 
- ferring mens poems to the good word Me wi 
God, and preferring them to it in! detern 
church. I have no quarrel with Mccluft 
Watts, or any living or dead verifier, irſt, ti 
would not wiſh. all their poems bu whic 


\ 


ompare 


1 


ſy concern is to ſee chriſtian congrega- 
ns ſhut out divinely inſpired pſalms, 
Wd take in Dr. Watt's flights of fancy; 
if the words of a poet were better than 
Sc words of a prophet, or as if the wit 
a man was to be preferred to the wiſ- 
m of God. When the church is met. 
ether in one place, the Lord God has 
Ne a proviſion for their ſongs of praiſe 
Ta large collection, and great vartety— 
chy ſhould not theſe 4 uſed in the 
urch according to God's expreſs ap- 
intment? I ſpeak not of private people, 
of private ſinging; but of the church 
its public ſervice, Why ſhould the 
Priſion which God has made be ſo far 
piſed, as to become quite out of uſe? 
iy ſhould Dr. Watts, or any hymn- 
ker not only take the precedence of the 
Wy Ghoſt, but alſo thruſt him entirely 
of the church? Inſomuch that the 
mes of a man are now magnified above 
word of God, even to the annihilating 
t in many congregations. If this be 
t, men and brethren, judge ye. Ex- 
ne with candor the evidence, which 
determined my judgment, ſo far as it 
dncluſive may it determine yours. 
rſt, the pſalms are the word of God, 
| which no work of man's genius can 
ompared. His attributes are manifeſt 
in 


» 
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in every page, and prove the author to 
be divine. His infinite wiſdom ſhines ME 
throughout—his goodneſs appears to be I Se 
matchleſs—his truth in every tittle in. 


fallible—his power almighty to bless the oy 
hearing, reading, and ſinging of his word. W. 


None that truſted in it was ever aſhaned: WW 1 
For his faithfulneſs to 1t can never fail, 


er r 
The word of the Lord has been tried, and Th 
in very great difficulties, yea in ſeeming v t 
1mpoſſibilities, but it was always made 1 
whic 


good. In every trial he“ magnifed hesch. 
word above all his name,“ he made it te 0 
means of bringing glory to his name and 
nature, and every perfection in deity has 
been exalted by the faithfulneſs of God 
to his word. In this view of the palms, 
what is there to be put in competition 
with them? What man is like their a 
thor? What poetry is to be compare 
with the pſalms of God? Who can mak 
the ſinging of any humaa verſes an ord 
nance, or give a bleſſing to them, ſuch: 
Is vromifes and is given to the finging 0 
ſalms? For what reaſon then are dhe 
et aſide in the church? Why are tt 
words of man's genius preferred to d 
words of inſpiration ? Singing of pain 
is commanded by divine authority, at 
commanded as a part of divine wort 
not left to man's wiſdom, how to provi 
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Wit, bat it is expreſly provided for in 
i We good word of God. And is not great 
© Witempt put upon this infinitely wiſe 
viſion, when it is quite disfuſed in the 
rch, and man's word 1s preferred to 
What would you think of them, who 
uld throw aſide all the ſcripture, and 
er read it at all in the congregation ? 
d is it not an offence of the like nature, 
ly to neglect a part, a chief part of 
which was recorded for the uſe of the 
ch, and in which its members were 
ng the high praiſes of their God? It 
ereby treated as uſeleſs and good for 
ing. A very groſs affront is put up- 
he love and wiſdom, which revealed 
divine collection of hymns, and the 
ch is deprived of the bleſſing pro- 
d to the ſinging of them, whereby it 
bed of one of its choiceſt treaſures, 
y thing be ſacrilege this is. The 
hs are folen out of the church, and 
by the members are deprived of the 
ngs promiſed to the ſinging of them: 
God will not give you the end, if 
epleft the means. Frequent are his 
ands in the old teſtament to ſing 
s, and we have ſeveral in the new: 
hltance, ** Let the word” (not ſome- 
beſides it) but the word of Chriſt 
dwell in you richly in all wiſdom, 
teaching 


1 


teaching and admoniſhing one another! 
pſalms and hymns and ſpiritual ſongs 
theſe are not different things, but differs 
names for the ſame collection of pfaln 
as they treat of different ſubjects. Pal 
in praiſe of Immanuel, ſuch eſpecially; 
have Hallelujah at the beginning ore 


to 
are called hymns, and the pſalms via; 
relate to the ſpiritual things of Chriſt vor 
his kingdom, have the title of long ers, 
before them by the holy Spirit, ſuch ſl 
7, 18, $0, 45, 46, 48, 65, 66, 67, % of 
75, 76, 83, 87, 88, 92, 108, from! 
to 135. Theſe hymns and ſpiritual a an) 
were part of the ſcripture, and part of Wi reaft 
pſalms, ſcripture hymns and (cripuli i; - 
ſongs; for the word of Chriſt in ſing. 6, 
them was to dwell in them richly; Wy. | 
man's word, but Chriſt's, and when Wholle& 
apoſtle is ſpeaking of them altogether, Wthe i 
calls both the hymn and ſpiritual urch 
plalm. We render the word "his de 
making melody, but it means ſinging Th 
pfalm, and is as if he had ſaid—MWular ! 
you uſe a hymn to the praiſe of G oreab 
a ſpiritual ſong to any ſpiritual put to h 
ing the p/alm, ſo that one may teach wor, 
admoniſh the other, It was a ſeri if ; 
which each is commanded to join, Wh, or 
each was to endeavor in it to profil the 


other, They were to try ſo to ſing 


17 1] 


> meledy of the heart to the Lord, as 
MF the ſame time to conſult each other's 
fit, that while the Lord was glorified 
church might receive edifying. Here 
full authority for the uſe of pſalms in 
church, and a very clear direction 
to fing them, and as following this 
ction was the divine means of making 
word of Chriſt to dwell richly in be- 
rs, how poorly muſt it dwell in them, 
flight and deſpiſe the command, 
ſo far as never to ſing any pſalms at 


any real chriſtian would attend to 
reaſoning, how can he oppoſe it? 
is a collection of hymns appointed 
e ſung in the church by divine au- 
ty; but the authority is deſpiſed, and 
ollection is thrown aſide. It comes 
the inſpiration of the Almighty, but 
urch entirely refuſes to uſe it; is 


vais doing deſpite unto the Spirit of 
ging: The collection is large and very 
d- blar in ſetting forth the praiſes of 


loreable Immanuel; is it not a groſs 


t to him to ſing none of the praiſes 
react words which the holy Ghoſt teach- 
ſervos if any praiſes were good enough 


n, or as if he could be praiſed bet- 
the words, which mans wiſdom 
h. Men and brethren, conſider 
whether 
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whether this be not a very groſs affront | 
the word of God, to the Spirit of Gy 
and to the Son of God, Con ſider it ye 
and the Lord give you a right underſn 
ing in the matter. 

Secondly, The ſinging of mens poem 
the church and ſetting aſide the pil 
given by inſpiration of God is conte 
to the prophecies of the old teſtam: 
and is an attempt to defeat them, I 
deſcribe the ſtate of the goſpel chu 
and declare there ſhould be great joy: 
gladneſs found in it; particularly t 
mention ſinging of pſalms, as the outy 
expreſiion of their inward joy in the! 
Thus we read, 1 Chron. xvi. 2, 
„ Sing unto the Lord all the earth, 
forth from day to day his falyat 
«© Declare his glory among the heat 
« his marvellous works among all the 
5 tions;” Of the ſame thing ſpeaket 
prophet Iſa. lvi. 6, 7. ** Allo the 
« of the ſtranger that join themſel 
ce the Lord to ſerve him, and to lov 
«© name of the Lord, to be his ſen 
“ even every one that keepeth the 
bath from polluting it, and taketl 
« of my covenant, even them » 
« bring to my holy mountain, and 
«« them joyful in mine houſe of p 
* their burnt offerings aud phe 
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fices ſhall be accepted upon mine altar : 
For mine houſe ſhall be called an houſe 
of prayer for all people.” How this 
y was to be expreſſed is mentioned in 
alm xcv. The prophet ſhews how be- 
ers ſhould ſtir up one another to re- 
ice in ſinging pſalms: And St. Paul 
's this was written of the new teſtament 
arch. According to his explanation of 
 plalm given in the 3d and 4th chap- 
s of the Hebrews, the holy Ghoſt here 
ls for the ſolemn worſhip of our Saviour, 
requires him to be praiſed with pſalms: 
preſſes this duty together with public 
yer, ver. 6, 7. and then demands obe- 
nt attention to the word of God, againſt 
ich no man ſhould harden his heart 
ugh unbelief: From whence it appears, 
praiſing God ſolemnly, with ſinging 
ms, with public prayer, and with hear- 
the word are ſtill the ordinances of 
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the it, and are to continue to day, even 
mn (elſe it is called to day, unto the end of 
» lo world. "Theſe prophecies have been 
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led. The bleſſed goſpel has brought 
and gladneſs into heathen lands, and 
very day pſalms have been ſung, and 
e offering of praiſe has been preſent- 
to the Lord, and it will be preſented 
him ſo long as there is a true church 
earth, What then ſhall we think of 

thoſe 


1 


thoſe pretended reformers, who have tur. 
ed the pſalms out of the church, and why 
are acting as if they would try to defer 
theſe prophecies? I wiſh they may not be 
found fighting againſt God: For they can. 
not ſtop their accompliſhment. His word 
cannot be broken. As long as the ear 
ſhall continue, pſalms ſhall be ſung in thy 
church of Chriſt: In it there will ala 
be found thankſgiving and the voice e 
melody, and theſe will be expreſſed 
God's own way, in the matter and word 
and form of God's own appointment, 
Conſider this, ye who believe the (cri 
tures to be the word of God: If you ob 
from the heart the form of doctrine ther 
in delivered, you will begin to real 
thus, yea methinks I hear one of you 
Since God by his ſovereign grace i 
put a new ſong in my mouth, it a% 
my joy, that he has revealed the i 
words in which he would have me 
. praiſe him. He has foretold that the! 
pel ſhould be received among the hen 
and that it ſhould produce ſuch eſte 
I now experience. Glory be to hum, 
has made me happy in Jeſus, and my! 
ineſs is not only kept up, but I is 
increaſes, by ſinging the inſpired p! 
of the holy Ghoſt, Whoever lea 
the ſinging of pſalms, God forbid 1 


E 1 8 


be of that number. I hope never to act. 
o contrary to the honor of God, and to- 
he profit of mine own ſoul. 

Thirdly, Of the ſame ſentiments has 
een the church of Chriſt in all ages: 
Vhich is a ſtrong argument in favor of 
alm ſinging. We know from very clear 
ſtimony, that the pfalms were ſung in 
he temple until its final deſtruction. We. 
re certain, that Chriſt made uſe of the 
falms, His apoſtles followed his ex- 
nple. The churches of Corinth, and 
pheſus, and Coloſs, made the finging of 
lalms part of their public worthip. Such 
the twelve tribes as were ſcattered a- 
dad, being perſecuted for Chrilt's ſake, 
d fins plalms when they were in an 
py frame: For they were commanded 
do it by the apoſtle James. The 
urch hiſtory airords abundant evidence 


the ule of the pſalms in every country 
m SWvcricd to the fth, and of their bein 
te Me in the church art of publi 
ie in che church, as a part of public 
neurhip. This has been che cafe i 
_ nis has been che cafe in every 
ted . 2 . . * * 89 
Fe WE without interruption. The primitive 
in, 


itians ſung in all their church- meetings. 
ebias ſays, in the ſecond century, th 

g plalms in praite of Chriſt and his 
„ In the time of Juſtin Martyr in- 
mental muſic was aboliſhed, and he 
bly commends ſinging with the voice, 
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becauſe ſays he, pſalms with organs and 
cymbals are fitter to pleaſe children, than 
to inſtruct the church. In the third cen. 
tury we read much of pſalm ſinging. 4. 
Tius was complained of as a perverter bea 
this ordinance. St. Auguſtine makes i: . 
an high crime in certain heretics, that the f. 
ſung hymns compoſed by human vt nc 
The ſenſe, in which the church of Chu t» 
underſtood this ſubject, has been, till ofWhoſ 
late years, always one and uniform. Noi 
we leave the antient beaten path. bu 
why? Have we found a better? Hy 
came we to be wiſer, than the prophet 
than Chriſt, than his apoſtles, and d 
primitive chriſtians, yea than the wha 
church of God? They with one conl: 
have ſung pſalms in every age. Her 
leave the reader to his own reflect 
There 1s one plain inference to be mi 
from hence, none can eaſily miltake 1 
May he ſee it in his judgment, and folk 
it in his practice. 

Fourthly, Singing of pſalms in 
church is an ordinance, commanded 
God, prophecied of in the old teſtam 
and hitherto fulfilled in the new. Ti 

alm ſinging is one of the means of oe it. 

as been ſhewn before. It is part of e, an 
lic worſhip, enjoined of God, ad might 
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len you lay aſide pſalms in the church 
ou at the ſame time caſt out the ordi- 
- Wnance : For they are inſeparably one. The 
alm is the ordinance. Your practice 
offWpeaks, as if you ſaid—** We will negle& 
MW the means of increaſing our joy in God: 
For we want no growing love to him, 
nor freſh communications of his love 
„to us.“ Surely this is the language of 
hoſe perſons, Who live in the conſtant 
eglect of one of the divine ordinances, 


bod appointed it in vain as to them. 
oF hey make no more uſe of the pſalms, 


an if there were no ſuch hymns in being. 
nd is not this oppoſing his authority ? 
it not ungrateful to throw away his ap- 
dinted means, and to think you can pleaſe 
n better, with ſinging your own poetry, 
an his? Is 1t not hurtful to yourſelves ? 
rin ſeeking the promiſed bleſſing in the 
of will-worſhip, you certainly cannot 
dit. Becauſe 

Fifchly, The bleſſing is promiſed to the 
nance, You cannot have the end 
thout the means. The pialms were re- 
led, that we might in finging them 
preſs our joy in God, and thereby im- 


of ge it. J hey were for the exerciſe of 
of e, and for the increaſe of grace; that 
might ſing with grace in our hearts, 


make one anothers hearts warmer by 
F 2 ſinging, 
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finging. The word is one of the meals 
of grace: By hearing it faith cometh; b, 8 
conſtant hearing faith is eſtabliſhed. If Ma;,; 
the word was never heard,, how could 
faith come? If the word be entirely neg 
lected, how can faith grow? Prayer is one 
of the means of grace : It 1s appointed in 
order to keep up communion with God, 
and to bring down daily ſupplies of mer. 
cies from him : Could theſe be had with. 
out aſking? Ceriainly they could not 
Singing of pſalms is alſo one of the means 
of grace, how can the bleſſing promiſelt 
the means be received, if no pſalms be ſung] 
What fort of a church would it be, 1 
which the word was never read, nor prayer 
nor ſinging of pſalms, nor any means 
race uſed? It could not be a church 
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Chrift : Becauſe his preſence with, and iWoethe 
bleſſings to his people are promiſed to e Io in 
in the uſe of the means. The bleſſing is bie 
companies the ordinance, and is promi vers : 
unto it; God has joined them togetl4r it u, 
and they mult not de put aſunder. Men the 
will give honor, he does give honor to em, at 
own means. He makes them anſwer! light 
end of their inſtitution, When the pfihem, an 
are ſung in faith, they do rejoice joy 0. 
heart. The holy Spirit bleſſes the f Perhap 
ing, and cauſes mutual joy to aba; great 
which is th whit 
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| Sixthly, Another reaſon for preferring 
divine pſalms to man's poems. The pſalms 


vere for church ſervice, When the mem- 
bers met, we read of their ſinging toge- 
her both in the old teſtament and in the 
ew. It was their joint offering of praiſe, 
he pſalms were appointed to be ſung in 
he congregation, that one might admoniſh 
mother, which we do, by joining with 
hem, by making the word of Chriſt dwell 
nore richly in them, and by exerciſing 
eir graces with ours. Thus we ſhew 
ur fellowſhip in the goſpel. When we 
| ing the ſame pſalm, it is as if the church 
ad but one mouth to glorify God. ' And 
e never enjoy more of the preſence of 
zod, than while we are thus praiſing him 
ether with thankful hearts. The Lord, 
ho inſtituted the ordinance, promiſed 
is blefling to it: He would have be- 
vers to teach and to exhort one another, 
It it was in finging his own pſalms: And 
en they do, he has met them and bleſſed 
em, and always will: He has lifted up 
light of his loving countenance upon 
em, and has refreſhed their hearts with 

Joy of his ſalvation. 
Perhaps theſe ſentiments may ariſe from 
great attachment to the word of God, 
th which others may not be affected as 
n: For I am perſuaded it is not poſſi- 
| Fg : 
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ble for me to ſet too high a value upon h; 
the holy ſcriptures—as the revelation off 
the will of God, I want words to expreß 
my reſpe& for them—as the revelation of Pet 
his good will in Jeſus, I reverence then 
next to himſelf, What more precious! 
What more delightful ! They are indeed BW"! 
more precious than gold, yea than much 
fine gold: And the pſalms are ſweeter 
than honey, yea than the honey dropping 
from the comb. | find them fo. 'They 
are my daily ſtudy and daily delight | 
do not boaſt, but praiſe. The more! 
read, the more I admire them. The d. 
&rpuon of Jeſus in them is ſweet: Th 
meditation of him is ſweeter than all othe 
ſweets. It often taſtes ſo much of heaven 
that it ſeems to me I cannot poflibly be 
ſtow ſo much admiration upon the plalm: 
as they deſerve. If you have not {ud 
exalted ſentiments of the pſalms, I heart 
wiſh you may: For the glory of God! 
the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt ſhines no when 
brighter than in them. The Lord ti 


Spirit enable you to ſee it, that you m 

fing the high praiſes of Jeſus with gros Tk a 
ing affection, and may become every Hen 
more enamored with his infinite low! k * , 


neſs. 
If any one be offended at my freeddt 
of ſpeech, I am ſorry for it. 7 


E 


I had liberty to give mine opinion, eſpe- 
ially in a matter, wherein the honor of 
od and of his word required me to ſpeak 
penly. Let this be mine apology. If 
you are not convinced, if you wall ſtill 
ling human compoſitions in preference to 
vine; pray do not quarrel with me. I 
am a man of peace. Go on your way, 
and let me go on mine. Let me ſing 
od's pſalms, and you may ſing any body's 
ymns., I have borne my teſtimony. 
'orgive me this once, and do not fail 
o exerciſe that charity towards me which 
owithſtanding all that I have ſaid, I do 
till gladly exerciſe towards you. 

There are ſeveral -abuſes among us re- 
ative to the muſic, which I with to ſee 
eformed, and ſome of which I would 
ont out, We have many good pſalm 
unes, excellently compoled and fitted 
r public worſhip. Theſe ſhould be 
udied, in order that they may be well 
ung, and properly applied Sung well to 
void the tedious drawling manner in uſe 
moſt of our churches, which gives of- 


* ace to worldly people, and makes the 
4 rdinance dull and heavy to believers— 


rojerly applied, and ſuited to the fubjeR, 
at the found may as near as poſlible 
kpreſs the ſenſe: For want of under- 
anding or attending to this, we very 
F 4 often 
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coften hear a light tune to a mournful . bea 
prayer, and heavy muſic ſet to a joyful W me! 
plalm, which are grievous diſcords, [n I 
the ſervice of God every thing ſhould be 
ſolemn. Our own minds require it, a 
well as his greatneſs; but eſpecially in 
praiſing him, we ſhould try to ſhut cut 
whatever would diſtract us, or diſhoner 
*him. When the heart is affected, or de. 
fires to be duly affected with a ſenſe of 


the exceeding riches of his mercy in Jeſus, ing. 
the pſalm and the tune ſhould help w occa 
excite, and to keep up the heavenly We cu 
flame If the pſalm be proper for o i 
-purpoſe, the tune ſhould not defeat um. 
This was much ſtudied in the primiti*]t is 
church. They had great fimplicity ay 
their pſalm ſinging, which we are ta erer 
was corrupted by the heretics. Con eece 
2 is made particularly of Arius, . 
he perverted ſinging into an entertain ne te 
ment. He had a taſte for muſic, and WW Ch 
. compoſed ſeveral light frothy tunes, the 
which he ſought to pleaſe trifling pecpl: Aa 
who with him neither loved the God, na the 
the praiſes of the God of the chriſtia ch: 
Herein he ſucceeded. His muſic wah hol 
admired, and did a great deal of hu vic 
Let us take warning a hence. As a, 
as we can, let our praiſes of God be {un the 
with ſuch muſic as will ſolemnize 08 bis 1 


heart 
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bearts, and keep them in tune to make 
melody unto the Lord, 
I will only mention one thing more, 
WW which is a great impropriety, and to me 
very offenſive, and that is the poſture ge- 
» WW nerally uſed among us in ſinging. Sup- 
+ W poſe there had been nothing at all ſaid 
about it in the ſcripture, judge ye with 
» WW yourſelves, men and brethren, whether it 
be reſpectful and becoming to fit down to 
ſing. When ſubjects go upon any joyful ' 


O WwW, - . 0 
occaſion to addreſs their ſovereign, is it 


a cuſtom in any nation of the world to 
do it ſitting? Does the perſon who pays 
homage fit, or he who receives it? But 
it is not left to ourſelves, or to what we 
nay think right or wrong. The caſe is 
etermined in ſcripture, and there are 
precedents to go upon. The ſingers and 
nA4-1ans food, when they performed in 
ne temple ſervice: So did all the people. 
| Chron. xxiii. 28, Sc. The office of 
the Levites was to wait on the ſons of 
Aaron for the ſervice of the houſe of 
* the Lord in the courts and in the 
* chambers, and in the purifying of all 
* holy things, and the work of the ſer- 
vice of the houſe of God: And to 
and every morning to thank and praiſe 
the Lord, and likewiſe at evening.“ 
his was their appointment; and we read 
Qt 
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of their fulfilling it, 2 Chron, v. 12, where 
it is ſaid, ** they /tood at the eaſt end of 0 
« the altar: And we are certain that zi] Fo 
the congregation of Iſrael food at the ſane ſu: 
time: for it is expreſsly mentioned. When ind 
the royal prophet is encouraging the pries 82 


and people in the heavenly work of praise, all 
he thus addreſſes the prieſts, Pſal. cxxxiy, * 
uct 


* Behold, bleſs ye the Lord, all ye {. 
« vants of the Lord, who by night /a:/ able 
« in the houſe of the Lord: Lift up your er 
% hands in the ſanctuary and bleſs the 
«© Lord, The Lord that made heaven and 
earth bleſs thee out of Sion.“ S0 again 
ſpeaking to prieſts and people, Pal. cxxxy, 
% Praiſe ye the Lord, praiſe ye the name 
* of the Lord, praiſe him, O ye ſervant; 
« of the Lord: Ye that „and in the houf 
&« of the Lord, in the courts of the houl: 
« of our God, praiſe ye the Lord, f. te 
«© Lord is good: Sing praiſes unto his 
name for it is pleaſant.” Standing 1 
fing is recommended in thoſe ſcripture, 


and was accordingly practiſed both by 1 he 
clergy and laity: When they thanked the * 
Lord morning and evening in the wo s: 
of David the man of God, they ſung hi grace 
praiſes landing. It is a decent potiure, 1 m 
People of faſhion think it ſo: For the Wi 
ſtand up even in the play-houſe, at th * t 


Hallelujahs in the oratorio of the Mel Ta 
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Our very good church people think ſo; 
For if they fit down at the pſahn, they are 
ſure to ſtand up at the gloria patri. It is 
indeed highly becoming the majeſty of the 
great king of heaven and earth, and it is 
| alſo expreſſive of our readineſs to join our 
brethren in praiſing his holy name. As 
ſuch I would recommend it. The vener- 
able practice of antiquity has ſomething 
more to enforce it, than mere propriety : 
At leaſt it calls upon me to try to keep up 
n uniformity with the church of Chriſt in 
this particular, But 1f you think other- 
"le, and prefer fitting, lolling, or any 
jazy indolent poſture, 1 will not unchriſtian 
du. We may differ, and not quarrel: 
day, I will not quarrel with you, if you 
in but let me obſerve, when I fee any 
con irreverently fitting down, after ne 
12 is been called upon to ſing to the praiſe 
a glory of God, and after a ſuitable 
8 lalm has been given out, it ſeems to me, 
if he ſaid—Indeed his behaviour ſpeaks 
aer than any words can—“ You may 
ing, but I wont—lI will exerciſe no 
grace—T want no more grace—l have 
no melody in my heart, and therefore 
| will' make none with my mouth 
Fü take myſelf away while you are 
inging, and I'll fit down to ſhew that 
haveno part with you in this — N 

| e 
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The abuſes here complained of are not Neve 
to be eaſily remedied. I know they are pro 
not; but I have done my duty. Some of hon 
them are of long ſtanding, not ſoon to be [ 
rooted out. Some are the conſequences of {Whneve 
mere profeſſion, which renders all ordi. Wway: 
nances ineffectual: for they are only bleſſed to ſi 


to any one, as he obſerves them in true and 
faith. Others are not looked upon to be boun 
prophanations of the ordinance, but reine- Me he 


ments of it; againſt ſuch 1 only deliver my {Wing \ 
ſentiments, not from the chair, as a pope; Wt be 
but I beg leave to give my opinion, and it each | 
J could, I would do it without offence. H leſſe. 
any one be offended, I am ſorry for it, |itude 
would not hurt a worm, However, we aichly 
all agreed I hope in one thing, and let uWhereb 
improve that. It is our joint deſire Meny « 
rome God in ſinging his praiſes. If Hie git 
e purſued, it will tend to reform evenake 
abuſe relating to this ordinance, His g atio. 
ſhould be aimed at with a ſingle eye. VighFnable 
this is the ruling principle, the heart wougenſe o 


enter into the ſervice, and then it wougvors, 
ſoon influence the outward man. TI find 

would be no negle&t, no contempt, om d- 
mifbehaviour, if gratitude to God WF Who 
Chriſt inſpired our ſongs. We flog ill be 


love to preſent ſuch praiſes and in fudgkich n 
manner, as would beſt expreſs our tn. . | 
ould b 


fulneſs, and we ſhould ſtudy to # 


eite un. 
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+ erery thing which would render them un- 
profitable to ourſelves or others, or diſ- 
f Whonorable to him. 
| Let me intreat you, men-and brethren, 
ever to forget this point. Set God al- 
. {Wways before you, whenever you are going 
o fing plalms. Do it as in his preſence 
e Wand to his glory. If you think it your 
ve bounden duty to ſing with your voices to 
ee heard of one another, take heed that you 
ng with your hearts unto the Lord. Let 
os i de the ſervice of every faculty, and 
{each exerted to the utmoſt. Praiſe your 
leſſed Immanuel with your warmeſt gra- 
iude. Give him the beſt you have. He 
richly deſerves it. And remember you 
: bereby pay Fim nothing again: You 
Mnly give him his own. Your gratitude 1s 
ti e gift of his grace, and by it you only 
ake acknowlegement of your vaſt ob- 
ations to him. O beg of him then to 
able you to praiſe him with a growing 
enſe of your debt, and of his increaſing 
vors. And may you ſo praiſe him, as 
0 find freſh reaſon to continue your praiſes 
rom day to day, and for evermore. 
Whoever is in this humble happy frame 
vill be kept from a temptation, into 
nich moſt of our hymn-ſingers have fall- 
n. I have heard ſeveral of them, who | 
ould by no means be thought common 
ate underſtandings, object to W 
and 
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and Hopkins. They wonder I woul; 
make uſe of this verſion, which they 
think is poor flat ſtuff, the poetry is mi. 
ſerable, and the language low and bafe, 
To which I anſwer : 
1. Such as it is, I find it in uſe, which 
is to me at this time of the day a gien 
recommendation. I do not delire to ſee 
any innovation in our public worſhip, 
This is no favorable ſeaſon for it. The 
friends of Chriſt can expect no good fron 
any change. It is better now to yield to 
any cuſtom, which is not contrary to ſcrip- 
ture, eſpecially if it come to us, 
2. Under the ſanction of antiquity, and 
be eſtabliſhed by venerable authority. [ 
ay great reverence to the firlt reformers, 
heſe men of God were raiſed up fa 
ſingular ſervice in the church. The Lord 
endued them with wiſdom from above 
and accompanied their labors with a 
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bundant - bleſſings. They were led ui" © 
ut high honor upon the word of Gf 
hey made it the only rule of their fait u the 
and practice. They read it conſtantly yg 
reached it faithfully, and ſung it joyfu for 
hey ſhewed their great value for til "nat? 
pſalms by bringing them into daily uſe “ Y: 
the church ſervice. At the reformation ® di 
they were put into metre in ſeveral l He! 
guages for the benefit of the congrezaliil L. f 
tion; And the ſame was done in Engl cn 
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n our old verſion, which remained in uſe 
n its original ſtate, until it was reviſed, 
nd very much corrected ſoon after the 
ftoration of Charles the ſecond. In its 
relent form, 

It is as good as moſt others, and 
been and may be uſed with very: 
eat profit, The compilers ſeem to have 
J a ſcrupulous regard for the words of 
1pture, and to theſe they adhered cloſely 
d ſtrictly, ſo much as to prefer the 
nle to the verſiſication. I grant this 
not always ſmooth. It is only here 
I there brilliant. But what is a thou» 
nd times more valuable, it is generally 
ſentiment of the holy Spirit. And 
5 ſhould ſilence every objection— 4. 
; the ſtamp of divine authority. More- 
er this verſion comes nearer to the ſenſe 
the original, than any ! have yet teen, 
ept the Scotch, which I have now and 
n taken the liberty to make uſe of, 
Zorn it appeared to me better expreſſed, 
In the Engliſh, You may, if you pleaſe, 
fault with the manner of ekeing out a 
le for the ſake of the rhyme, but what 
that? Here is every thing great and 
be, yea divine, although not in modern 
or dreſs ; For 

. Here is Chriſt His glory is treated 
lis praiſes are ſung. He exalts the 
poſition, and ennobles the verſe ; 
Eſpecially 


T, 
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Eſpecially if we conſider the author d 


thoſe hymns. They come to us from the = 
inſpiration of the Spirit of wiſdom; all. 
whoſe words and works are truly divine, ob 
What he has revealed concerning d, X 
perſon of Immanuel, and concerning hi * 
praiſes to be ſung in the church, are inW, * 
deed the word of God. His Perſon! for 
the wonder of heaven, as well as of earth Foc. 
His praiſes are beyond the reach ot an " 5 
gels and ſaints, O with what reveren och 
mould we read of his matchleſs glory Vein 
with what thankfulneſs ſhould we ling Bu 
his infinite goodneſs to the children Ak; 
men! And we fhall endeavor to read an. b. 
ling with growing faith and increaſing . w. 
if we conſider wt c 
5. That our very tranſlation has Het vo. 
ſung for two hundred years by as gr ay 
and as good men, as ever lived, under t — 
influence of the holy Spirit. He has min 8 
the ſinging of pfſalms what the {cripu pleaſe 
promiſes it ſhould be. He has rende . 
it the means of keeping up lively ca * 
munion with the Father and the He use ; 
He has put grace into the heart; W1.;__ 
there has been ſweet melody unto colour 
Lord. He has beſtowed joy in belien reſt ſa 
and has increaſed it in ſinging. He pirit 0 
revealed the lovelineſs of Jetus to of ( 
ſoul, and has inflamed the affe&ions ings | 


gratitude to him, while his lovelinels 
3. celeb 


T-*32- 9 | 


elebrated in a pſalm of , praiſe. This he 
has promiſed to do, and does it. He 
as living witneſſes of his faithfulneſs to 
is word. Singing has ſtill every bleſſing 
n the church which it ever had. It 
plonfies God, edifies believers, and keeps 
pp holy and ardent defires in the heart 
ker Jeſus. Since theſe are the happy 
ects of ſinging pſalms, even in our pre- 
nt verſion, why ſhould any one wiſh for 
nother, if all the good that can come hy 
peing be received by this? 

But you are offended at the ſtyle: You 
nk it might be tolerable two centuries 
0, but now it is very, very bad, and 
r, Watts muſt mend it. Examine your 
art carefully, and perhaps you may ſee, 
at you are led by a very falſe taſte. For 
(cripture wants no mending ; -nay it 
always worſe for our mending. It is 
nin majeſty, God has not written it 
pleaſe the imagination, but to convert 
heart, and to comfort and to edify 
ſoul ; therefore the inſpired writers 
e uſed great plainneſs of ſpeech. They 
aim all painted language and oratori- 
colouring. One of them ſpeaking for 
reſt ſays— We have received not the 
pirit of the world, but the ſpirit which 
s of God, that we might know the 
ings which are freely given to us of 
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% God ; which things alſo we ſpeak, not 
* in the words which man's wiſdom 
„ teacheth, but which the holy Ghof 
% teacheth.” 'To his words the under. 
ſtanding ſhould bow, and with reverence 
receive them : Becauſe they are his. Cu- " 
riofity ſhould be dumb. It ſhould make WW. © 
no enquiry : *©* Are they fine words, poet. 
« cal, dreſt up with flowers and metaphor, 
&©& brilliant as Cowley, ſmooth as Pope,” 
. No, they are not; but they are revealed 
to make the man of God wiſe unto ſal 
tion, and they do. As ſuch, the finel 
poetry of man 1s no more to be compared 
with them, than man is to be compare 
with God. His word is the great inltry 


ment of ſalvation. It is the ordinanceo 70 
God for every ſaving purpoſe. He work 7 P 
in it and by it, and therefore it is pla g _ 
and ſimple, that the glory may not | A Thi 
given to the means themſelves, but to li * 5 
almighty grace, which makes them 4M. ual. 
fectual. How unlikely is the word pre wa : 
ed ſo to change a finner's heart, that | 0. 
ſhall be as — a new creature, as ! [Poſe 
devil was made an angel; and yet thist 7 4 
fect is daily produced, and by . 11 
preaching too. Thus the moſt. ſuccel xc Ile 
preacher that ever was, declares—* e of 
% ſpeech. and my preaching was not * 


* enticing words of man's wiſdom, | 


(i 
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* in demonſtration of the Spirit and of 
* power ; that your faith ſhould not ſtand 
in the wiſdom of man, but in the power 
* of God.” And his power is promiſed, 
nd is alſo experienced to this very day in 
he uſe of the means of grace. God does 
zive his bleſſing to them. What more 
mple than the ſacraments ? Yet through 
hriſt working mightily in them, they do 
nſwer the end of their inſtitution ? What 
d unlikely as prayer to obtain all need- 
l bleſſings? and yet it is certain matter 
fact, that the effectual fervent prayer 
a righteous man availeth much. So 
e plalms, not trimmed up with human 
pbelliihments, but in the ſimple dreſs 
ſcripture, do communicate holy joy in 
Lord. He bleſſes the means, becauſe 
y are his own means, and when uſed 
faith, he never fails to render them 
tual. Here then let us look, not at 
e words, but at God's word. Let us 
be offended at its ſimplicity : For it 
purpoſely ſo. It is written for profit, 
not for amuſement. As an inftru- 
it, it has not the virtue in itſelf, that 
exccllency of the power exerted by it 
be of God. He would have all the 
Our own joy in ſinging, and our 
zubor's edification, ſhall not ariſe from 
poetry, but from nis effectual grace. 

How 
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How much is it to be wiſhed, that this 
was more regarded in ſinging pfalms. 
Then ſhould we hear no more of this ob. 
jection ; but believers in the uſe of this 
and of all the means of grace, would be 
ſeeking not entertainment, but commu- 
nion with God, which is our highelt pri- 
vilege, and they would be expecting the 
improvement of it, which is their highef 
happineſs 

Another objection may be made to thi 
collection. If all the pſalms be like the 
word of God, why ſhould theſe be ſcled 
.ed, and the reſt excluded? I do not ex 
elude any, not a letter or tittle, The 
are all of equal authority, all given h 
the inſpiration of the Almighty. The 
is the | divine ſtamp and impreſlo 
-upon every word. For which reaſon 
reverence what is left, as much as thele 
But theſe are ſufficient for our ute, a 


'theſe, if rightly uſed, will lead us tomb! 
derſtand and to value the reſt. If ien! 
thing here ſaid ſhould be the means al. 
.explaining the ſubject of the book Wi © 
-plalms, and of enabling believers to Wihin:«q 
more of the glory of the Lord Jeſus Chn profi 
then they will not only value this col chat 
tion, but will alſo, as occaſion of ed hi 


| ſing the reſt with increaſing melody int 
| hearts unto the Lord, 


9 


WW The collection of pſalms, which I have 
„ Where made, cannot be ſung aright by any 
- Wone, unleis he thus aims at the glory of 
God, He muſt be a true believer in je- 
fas, and made ſenſible of the Father's 
love to him in his Son: Becauſe they are 
hiefly ſongs of praiſe, and require the 
muſic of the heart: He, who 1s in tune 
o make the beſt melody, has the deepeft 
enſe of his obligations to free grace. He 
as found redemption through the blood 
pf Jeſus, and is convinced of his accept- 
Ince through the r1ghteouſneſs of Jeſus. 
e ſees all bleſſings, temporal, 3 
t 


Fond eternal provided for him by the Fa- 
n er's love in the Son's fulneſs, and by 
Tenge faich of the operation of the holy Spi- 
ello: he receives them, as he wants them, 


ay by day. He feels himſelf a poor 
edy creature, unworthy of the leaſt of 
ole bletfings, and while he is in this 
umble frame he is thankful for the leaſt. 
hen he is moſt diſpoſed to give the glory 


2ans all his mercies to the eternal Three, 
ook Wh! to acknowlege his debt in every ap- 
; 10 inted way, This makes him deſirous 
Chu profiting others by ſinging the praiſes 


that good God who has ſo exceedingly 
ed him, and herein he has an eſpectal 
bard to his brethren” in Chriſt. As a 
urch-member he frequents ordinances, 
enters 


k 142 ] 


enters into the ſpirit of chem, prays in the 
holy Ghoſt, hears and mixes faith with 
the word; ſings with the congregation, 
and with his heart and voice tries to in. 
creaſe their melody. He lives the chriſ- 
tian. In his walk and converſation he 
ſhews forth the praiſes of God. He gl. 
rifies his Father, which is in heaven, be. 
fore men, and lets them ſee, that they 
who are happy believers in Jeſus have 
found their heaven upon earth. Thus he 
goes on his way, ſinging and rejoicing in 
the Lord— ready to join the great coucer 
of ſaints and angels—yea he does join 
aſcribing with chem all the good he hi 
and hopes for to the free grace. of the hol) 
bleſſed and glorious Trinity. 

Reader, art thou one of this happ 
number? Is thy heart in tune to fn 
pſalms of praiſe to thy God ? Is heth 
Father which art in heaven, and de 


thou love him for the unſpeakable gift ¶ chou 
his Son? Until he be known to thee chreat 
this dear relation, thou canſt not be H ſtill 
py in him either in earth or heaven. Wi of 
thou art thinking he has mercy in ti. 
for thee, how waſt thou brought to or: 
lieve it? Was it in God's appointed word y 
and in his means? Didſt thou hear Wiſerate | 
word declaring what thy ſtate was, it. 


didſt thou yield to its teſtimony, peru his o 


1 


d thou waſt under guilt and in great dan- 
ver? Waſt thou convinced of the ex- 
eeding ſinfulneſs of fin, how abominably 
thy it made thee in the fight of an holy 
od—how guilty in the ſight of a juſt 
zod, and how utterly helpleſs it has left 
hee in thyſelf? Did this conviction fol- 
w thee? Waſt thou made deeply and 
oroughly ſenſible, that thou canſt do 
othing for thyſelf, but haſten on thy 
in? Such is thy captivity to fin, all 
te powers and faculties of thy foul and 
dy are in ſuch bondage to it, that thou 
aſt do nothing but ſerve it, yea thou 
t ſuch a willing ſlave, that if God leave 
ee to thyſelf, thou wilt go on finning 
Fough time, and ſinning through eter- 


5 


apf 
un 


"W1dt thou never ſee thyſelf in this 
e e? The ſcripture declares, that thou 
| (by nature a child of wrath—and doſt 
git chou believe the word of God? Are 
hee chreatenings an idle tale? What! art 
xe a till aſleep in the arms of fin, in the 
en. of the thunder of the vengeance of 
in u —ſtill dreaming of happineſs in the 
o of fin, which God affures thee in 
d ord will lead thee to deſtruction. O 
ear Herate deluſion ? May God deliver thee 
it. May the eternal Spirit accom- 
' bis own meſſage and ſend it to thy 

heart 


a5, 


Till 


— 
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Heart Awake thou that: ſleepeſt, and 
„ ariſe from the dead; and Chriſt ſhall 
give thee light,” 
If thou haſt been made ſenſible of thy 
danger, what thinkeſt thou of Chrit? 
If thou haſt ſeen thyſelf a loſt finne 
who is to ſave thee ? To whom, or u 
what doſt thou look for help?. To ma 
or to God; to thyſelf, or to Chriſt? Ti 


nem 
thy works; or to his ? Is Chriſt becua(iiſora. 
thine only object? Examine with care: nM W. 
there is but one right way to the city eth 
habitation, I am the way,” ſays f ge, 
ſus. Be aſſured, there is ſalvation | like 
thee in no other. Nothing can waſh tl -- 
clean, but the atoning blood of [eli * 
Nothing can juſtify thee, but his e 
— His all-fufficient grace al _ 
can keep thee in the way to heaven. Kg 
alone can preſent thee ſpotleſs there be - tl 
the throne. Every other hope will bid 
appoint thee, but hope in Jeſus. One — 
all the reſt will prove refuges of lic. WF... 
thou buildeſt on them now with ! "os 
dence, they will fail thee at the bay Tr 
God. Thou wilt then find, that 0 ed 
foundation can no man lay, than ti 1 
laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt. od 
If thou art enabled to build upon Pat! 


rock, happy art thou. Hail, tov 
art highly favored; The Lord 5 
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hee, He has encouraged thee to place 
e whole weight of thy ſalvation upon 
he work of Jeſus, who is Immanuel, 
he creator and the ſupporter of all worlds, 
ifible and inviſible. 'Truſt in him, and 
de not afraid: For he is almighty to ſave. 
ind he has given thee his infallible pro- 
iſes to fatief) thee, that in him thou art 
pe from all thy fins and from all thine 
nemies. O how eſtabliſhing are his own 
ords! Thus he ſpeaketh to thee—— 
Whoſoever cometh unto me, and hear- 
eth my ſayings, and doeth them, I will 
ſhew you to whom he is like: He is » 
like a man, who built an houſe, and 
digged deep, and laid the foundation 
on a rock, and when the flood aroſe, 
the ſtream beat vehemently upon that 
houſe, and could not ſhake it: For it 
was founded upon a rock.“ How hap- 
is thy ſtate! Thou art come to him at 
bidding, thou haſt heard his ſayings, 
| art doing them in faith: Survey thy 
ty and bleſs the Lord. Thou art the 
e man, who builds on a foundation 
trived by infinite wiſdom, and ſup- 
ed by almighty power: © Behold, 
ays the Father, I lay in Sion for a 
oundation, a ſtone, a tried ſtone, ec,” 
Father choſe his co-equal Son, on 
G whom 
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whom he would build his whole church: 
he is therefore called an ele# foundation: 
and /ure, as ſure as God can make it, his WY 22 
will and word, his arm and love ſecue G. 
the foundation and every thing built upon WM A. 
it. Try it again and again, and thou vit — 
find how ſure it is. This is another of MW ou 
its divine excellencies—it is a zricd four. MF ur: 
dation, none ever built on it and ver unte 
confounded. Believers have made trial 
of it in every age, and it always anſwered 
their hopes: Indeed how could it fail 
them? For the divine architect has { 
ſtrengthened every part of his ſtructure 


that the gates of hell cannot prevail again = 
it. How precious then is the found ne 
tion! To them that believe he is pe. 
4% cious.” All the beauties and plea m | 
in heaven and earth are to be found in He.. 
fulneſs, and in the creature only as vctio 
drop out of the ocean. Unſearcha gen, { 
riches are his: So are eternal gloria tice 
Bleſſed is the man who is living upon th” mor 
fulneſs : While he is receiving out of ect 

race for grace, O how precious is Jelui'*:0c | 
eſpecially while he is hoping to rec {enc]: 
out of the ſame fulneſs the glory tat u 
to be revealed: For he ſhall not be ly Proup: 
appointed of his hope; becauſe * ble p 
te righteous hath an ewver/a/ting foul my e. 
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* tion.” He is built upon the rock of 
ages, and 1s kept there by the power of 
God. O happy, thrice happy believer. 
Again ſurvey thy mercies—ſee how many 
how great they are—to thy body to thy 
foul—tfamily, church, national mercies— 
ture and covenant mercies. Who is like 
unto thee ſaved by the Lord? The Fa- 
Wl ther is thine with all his love. The Son 
10 1s thine with all his ſalvation. The holy 
Spirit is thine in all his offices, to com- 
en, to ſtrengthen, and to ſanctify thee, 
e lead thee ſafe by his council, till he 
bing thee unto glory. And this is alſp 


ine witch its richeſt bleſlings—eternal 
vr lie 13 the nue gift of God to thee through 
an Chi tny Lord, O what has God 


one for thee! ſaved from deſerved de- 
auction, and faved with ſuch a falva- 
On, fo wrought cut for thee, ſo ſecured 
p thee, and for ever, what could God 
0 more? Now thou haft learned the 
ect of praiſe, and cant make ſweet 
*0Cy With theſe words——<* I waited pa- 
uently tor the Lord and he inclined 
nu undo me, and heard my cry: He 
brought me. up alſo out of the hor- 
nble pit, out of the miry clay, and ſet 
unn feet upon a rock, and eſtabliſhed 
aun goings; And he hath put a new 

| G 2 « ſong 
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Ing the Lord his God. Now he wants 
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& ſong in my mouth, even praiſe unto 
*« our God.” None can learn this new 
ſong, except he be redeemed from the 
earth—a ſaved ſinner, delivered from the 
pit of corruption, and finding his feet ſet 
faſt upon the rock of ſalvation ſings it 
from experience. He feels what he ſings, 
His heart and mouth go together in bleſſ- 


no comment upon the pſalms of praiſe, 
He is taught them by the holy Spirit, and 
can ſing them with delight. A grateful 
ſenſe of the divine favors freely conferred 
upon him keeps him in tune, humble and 
thankful. And this 1s the right frame of 
mind to offer up the ſacrifice of praiſe, 
with which God is well pleaſed. He ac- WF 
cepts it from ſaints and angels round the {Miſt me 
throne, and he accepts it alſo from vs, MF" by 
when we preſent it in their ſpirit. The BF, th 
humbleſt upon earth pay him the highet Elms; 
ſervice, as he declares—** Whoſo offereth Het in 
* praiſe glorifieth me.“ It mak 

Reader, is this thine experience? Dol orac 
thou ſing pſalms, and didſt thou learn u !oul y 
fing them in this way? Waſt thou ent, a 


abled by faith to love God in Chriſt, andi bleſte 
art thou now bleſſing him with a rejoicnglF- Stud 
| thou 


heart? Is his glory the end and aim d 
all thy ſervices? if it be, (but beware 


ro 
miſtakes OY 
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miſtakes) then thou art accepted in Jeſus, 
and ſo are thy ſongs. May thy delight in 
inging them increaſe. I wiſh to be a 
helper of thy joy, and to that end let us 
ake a ſhort review of the ſubject. Thou 
zilt ſee the graces needful for ſinging of 
ſalms, and if thou findeſt God has be- 
owed them upon thee, then make uſe 
chem: Offer up through Jeſus Chriſt 
hy ſacrifice of praiſe to God continually, 
hat is the fruit of thy lips, giving thanks 
his name. 

1. Doſt thou underſtand the ſubject of 
e book of pſalms, and enter into it in 
ging? Doſt thou ſee the praiſes of Im- 
ue! celebrated throughout, and canſt 
lou take up the words and ſing them 
th melody in thy heart? Being one with 
lus by faith, and a partaker of his ful- 
ls, thou wilt ſee a new glory in the 
ms; for thou wilt read thine own in- 
eſt in all that Chriſt 1s and has, and 
It make uſe of it too, receiving from 
b grace for grace. This will inſpire 
ſoul with warm devotion to the Lord 
nt, and will lead thee greatly to prize 
bleſſed book. Thou wilt delight to 

„ Study the ſcripture names of it. 
| thou attend to them? Have they 
proper weight with thee, ſo as to 
G 3 convince 
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convince thee thoroughly, that the 82. 
viour in his ſeveral offices and works is 
the perſon treated of in the book of 
pſalms? The different names are only to 
deſcribe him in different views as the giver 
of every bleſſing in earth and heaven, 
hymns to celebrate his praiſes, ſpiritual 
ſongs to ſet forth the glory of his king. 
dom, and the happineſs of his ſubjetts, 
pſalms and hymns and ſpiritual ſongs al. 
together intended tg raiſe the affections of 
the ſoul to as high a pitch of love to Im- 


manuel, as we are capable of, white in it 
the body. n, te 
3. When thou art reading the old teſta- Milian 
ment or the new, and obſerving the paſ- pers 
ſages, in which the pſalms are mentioned vid 
do they farther confirm thee in the beliei ess 
of their being written concerning Chril . Ir 
And mixing faith with them do thy ng, 2 
warm thy heart with gratitude to Je kun 
and ſtir thee up to ſing his praiſes vit .. 
increaſing delight? But above all, conli may 
der abuſe 
4. How thou ſingeſt the pſalms. core 
amine. Art thou made a new creatuß 7; ; 
in Chriſt Jeſus, and a. partaker of hy Fe no 
Spirit? Doſt thou then ſing with the all 
underſtanding, and with thy heart, ua: Thi 
ing pſalms as an ordinance of God o Let it; 
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ciſe grace, and to increaſe the grace, 
hich he has given? And doſt thou in- 
ed find it profitable to thyſelf, and edi- 
ing to others? 

5. Doſt thou Soup up the harmony in 
y life? Is thy walk in concord with thy 
ams? Art thou ſhewing forth the praiſes 
Jeſus in thy converſation ? What! is 
conſiſtent and of a piece? Are thy 
art and voice and life in tune to thank 
Lord for his goodneſs, and to declare 
e wonders which he hath done for thy 
1? O this is heavenly muſic. Happy 
In, to whom it is given thus to live the 
tan. May there be no diſcord in thy 
pers and walk, but may all within 
without thee conſpire in ſweet concert 
bleſs thy Lord and thy God, 

. If the Lord has thus enabled thee 
Ing, and to love his praiſes, then art 
humble enough to ſtudy to pleaſe 
s as well as thyſelf in ſinging, that 
may be edified? If there has been 
abuſe in this ordinance, doſt thou 
corrected, and art willing to re- 
Is it thy deſire in public ſinging 
re no offence to outward people, but 
e all to give none to the church of 
This is the chriſtian temper, Shew 
Let it appear that the mind is in thee, 
which 
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which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus. Aim in 
ſinging at the profit of others. Look not 
to thyſelf alone, that thou beareſt thy 
part, with thine ufiderſtanding, heart and 
voice, but endeavor alſo to edify {he 
church. See thy neighbor be benefited 
according to the command “ Teach 
and admoniſh one another in pfalms“ 
Sc. Let this, and all other things in the 
the congregation be done to edifying. 

If upon careful enquiry thou doſt un 
derſtand thoſe truths, doſt thou ee! 
rience the power and comfort of ther 
Art thou indeed a living chriſtian, ca- 
ble of ſinging them with melody in 
heart unto the Lord? If this be thy hay 
py caſe, then accept this collection 
pſalms, which I here preſent to thee, n 
in preference to any of thoſe here om 
ted, or to exclude any of them, but 0 
as a ſufficient number for our regular! 
vice. Go, and make uſe of (em, 2 
the Lord be with thee, May he re 
them profitable to thine own ſoul, 2: 
edifying to his body the church. ? 
for grace to glorify him more in this 
nance. It will ſoon be thy wholee 
ployment. Yet a very little while, i 
thou wilt have nothing to do, but to 
Joy and to praiſe Immanuel for cverm 


4 


11 

y thy heart now feel ſomething of this 
wen: And if it pleaſe him may thy 
pineſs daily increaſe, in the enjoy- 
nt of, and thankfulneſs for, all cove- 
t mercies, till thou art admitted to 
general afſembly and church of the 
-born, to join with them in aſcribing 
the glory of thy ſalvation to Father, 
and holy Spirit, three perſons in one 
thead, to whom be equal and ever- 
g praiſes. Amen. 
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alle ye the Lord, Praiſ the Lord, 

V my ſoul ; while J live will J praiſę 

he Lord, will ling praiſes tg 
God. while J have any being. 
al. exlvi. I, 2, | 
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The firft Sunday in Adwent. 


PSALM XCV, 


HIS is a proper pſalm for public worſhip, and 
T therefore we always begin our daily ſervice 
with it. Believers are here reminded to call upon 
one another to join in ſinging the praiſes of ſeho- 
veh the rock of their ſalvation z in the Hebrew 
it is, Jehovah the rock their Jeſus: And the 
arguments uſed to raiſe their thank fulneſs to him 
are taken from his greatneſs in creating all things, 
and from his goodneſs to his redeemed : For he is 
their Maker, by and in whom they are new cre- 
ated : their covenant God, who has all his peo- 
ple under his paſtoral care, being engaged to keep, 
to feed, and to guide them, that they may not 
harden their hearts, nor fall ſhort of his promiſed 
reſt, 
lappy believer, to whom Jeſus ſtands thus related: 
May thy heart be now in tune to join in his praiſes. 
Truſt in him, and be not afraid, Exerciſe thy 
faith in glorifying him, that he may increaſe it. 
Rejoice in his holy name, that thy joy in him may 
row and abound. Unite thy voice with the church, 
nd ing with courage, as thou art here command- 
6, that we may teach and admoniſh one another 
this heavenly ſong, and that our Jeſus may be 
alted in the midſt of us. This ſhould be the end 
al our church meetings: And the general aſ- 
mbly and church of the fi-ſt born will meet to 
on the ſame ſubje& of praiſe, Thou wilt 
er on earth be more like them, than while 
u art aſcribing to him all the glory of thy fal- 
on. Do thy utmoſt :, Sing in the higheſt note 
| Hz of 


WF. 
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of gratitude, he will ever be above all bleſſing 
and praiſe, 


[ I, 

'| O COME let us lift up our voice 
| and ſing unto the Lord, 
In Jeſus our ſtrong rock rejoice 


let us with one accord. : 
II. | 

Yea let us come before his face 

to give him thanks and praiſe, 

In finging pſalms unto his grace 4 

let us be glad always, * 

III. th 

Come let vs bow unto the Lord, M 

before him let us fall, ve 

And worſhip him with one accord 

the Maker of us all, 7 

IV, N 

He is indeed the Lord our God, 3 

for us he doth provide, 4 1 

We are his flock, he doth us feed p 

his ſneep, and he our guide. 8 76 

Ps ALM XCI. . 

The word Advent fignifies coming, and theſef l * 

Sundays before Chriſtmas, were ſet apart fo Vati 


meditation upon the coming of Chriſt in theft 
and upon his coming at the laſt day, The pft 
which I have choſen treat of both his advents: 
they, who are partakers by faith of the beet 
his firſt coming, may look forward to his ec 
and ſing of both with a hope full of glory a 
mortality. ; 


| * 
l 
This is an advent hymn. All nations, Gentiles as well 

as Jews, are here called upon to praiſe the Lord 
Je us Chriſt for his ſalvation ; and for the glory of 
is kingdom, which is exalted far above al that is 
called God; and will one day be exalted indeed, 
when all his redeemed ſhall in full concert, praiſe 
" him for the judgment paſſed upon all fleſh, 
This is called a new ſong : Becauſe it can only be ſung 
by true believers ; who beingconvinced of their in- 
, tereſt in the judge are looking for the bleſſed hope, 
and the glorious appearing of JeſusChriſt the great 
God and our Saviour. All ſuch ought to ſing the 
palm with delight: Forthe judge is their friend. 
He requires them to lift up their heads with joy, 
whenever he comes by death or judgment to take 
them to himſelf: And ſurely then they ought to lift 
up their voĩces to proclaĩim the wonders of his love. 
May our hearts and lips go together, and make 
ſweet harmony in the ears of the Lord of Sabaot h. 


J. 
ING ye with praiſe unto the Lord 
Da new ſong with great mirth, 
ing unto him with one accord 
all people on the earth. 
* II. 
ny ye unto the Lord alway, 
bleſs ye his holy name; 
care and ſhow from day to day 
vation by the ſame. 
III. 
je among the heathen folk 
ls glory do declare, | 
f unto. all the people ſhow | 
$ works, which wondrous are. 
H 3 


IV. For 


160 J 


IV. | 
For great's the Lord, and highly he 
is to be magnify'd, 
Yea, worthy to be fear'd is he 
above all gods beſide. 


AFTERNOON. 


PsaLm XCVI. 


I. 

SCRIBE unto the Lord our God 
A all men with one accord, 
lory and might for evermore 

aſcribe unto the Lord. 
II. 
Aſcribe unto the Lord alſo 
the glory of his name, 
Into his courts an off ring bring 
and there preſent the ns, 
IIL. 
In beauty of his holineſs 

ſee ye adore his grace, 
Let all the earths inhabitants 
worſhip before his face. 


| IV. 

Tell it abroad to heathen lands, 
the Lord doth reign above, 
Yea, he the earth ſo fait hath ſtay'd 
that it ſhall never move. 
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The ſecond Sunday ; # Advent, 


PsALM XCVI. 


I, 
T 15 the Lord himſelf alone, 
who rules with princely might 
To judge the nations every one 
with equity and right. 
II 


The heav'n's ſhall joy fully begin, 
the earth likewiſe rejoice, 

he ſea with all that is therein 

ſhall ſhout and make a noiſe, 


III. 
he fields ſhall joy, and every thin 
that ſ & * the tor ug a 
he wood and ev'ry tree ſhall ſing 
wich gladneſs and with mirth, 

IV. 

fore the Lord, becauſe he comes, 
cauſe he comes with might, 
th juſtice he ſhall judge the world 
d give to all their right, 


Pear 


1 


Ps ALM XCVIII. 

The ſubject of this pſalm is the ſame with the 96th, 
All creatures are here called upon to praiſe the Lord H 

for his great ſalvation, wrought out by his own arm, 

and applied by his own grace. He has obtained ſuch 
a complete victory over all our ſpiritual enemies, Ar 
that believers may now triumph in it, and partake F 
of its richeſt bleſſings for evermore. All the ends of 
the earth hearing of it ſhall glorify the Lord Jeſus, 
and areexhorted in a variety of expreſſions toteftif 
their joy in him, and their th inkfulneſs to him: 
Yea, they are commanded in their ſong to exped 
his appearing, and to look for it as the eternal con 
ſummation of all their joys. O may we in faithan 
hope, as here required, celebrate the praiſes of Go 
the Saviour. May we find our hearts engaged i 
this ſweet exerciſe, and happy in aſcribing to hi 
the glory of all the wonders which he hath dong 


and will do, for us, and for our ſalvation, ift u 
I. ling 

0 SING ye now unto the Lord 
a new and pleaſant ſong, ſea, 1 
For he hath wrought throughout the wall for ; 
his wonders great and ſtrong. he ea 
II. with 

With his right hand moſt mighuly 
he did his foes devour, nd let 
And got himſelf the victory and ci 
with his own arm and pow'r. „let 
III. rium, 


The Lord did make his people know 
his ſaving love and might, 
And he hath ſhew'd his righteouſneſs 
in all the heathens fight, 
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| Iv. | 
He mindful of his grace and truth 
to Iſra'Is houſe hath been, 
And the ſalvation of our God 
| all ends of th' earth have ſeen. 
AFTERNOOK. 


PSs ALM XCVIII. 


J. 
ET all the earth unto the Lord 
ſend forth a joyful noiſe: 
ift up your voice alovd to him 
ling praiſes and rejoice, 


II. 
ea, let the ſea with all therein 
for joy both roar and ſwell, 
he earth likewiſe let it begin 
with all that therein dwell. 
III. 

nd let the running ſtreams rejoice 
and clap their hands apace, 
a, let the mountains and the hills 
triumph before his face. 

IV. 
he ſhall come at the laſt day, 
b judge the earth he'll come, 
judge the world in uprightneſs 
nd take his people home, 


H 5 


Wo 


vo 


The 
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The third Sunday in Advent. 


PSALM LXXII. ( 


This is a delightful hymn in praiſe of the kingdom of t. 
the Lord Chriſt. It begins with a prayer in the 
firſt verſe, and then urges the requeſt by ſeveral ar- 


guments, concluding with an affectionate thankſ- The 
giving to God for his promiſes to hear and to ar- ur 
ſwer the requeſt, Many paſſages in this pſalm Mike. 
could never relate to any other perſon, but to the f 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for inſtance,—He was to be . 
feared ſo long, as the ſun and moon endure, 
throughout all generations—he was to be the 8e ſh; 
viour of the ſoul—the redeemer of the ſoul the 
prayer was to be made unto him continually—dail yt. 1 1 
is he to be praiſed—men ſhall reckon themſelve | 
blefled in him—all nations ſhall call him bleſſed all t 
yea for ever, —When theſe things come to pal 
then the prayers of David the” ſor, of jefle fh nd th, 
be (not ended, as we render it, but) completed regar 
The prayer has been heard. The Son has been in 1 5 
carnate. And the Father has committed all judz ong 
ment to the Son—he is the king of righteouſte r £11: 
and the king of peace, the very Melchiſedek 
who is almighty to ſave. His reign of grace 1s: e juſt 
meekneſs and gentleneſs. He is a lamb upont! nd 
throne. So he is deſcribed in the firſt part oft! Pr 
pſalm, and in the laſt his happy ſubjects tha ſhall | 
him for their experience of his loving-kindne| Idunda 
May we ſing the former with faith, and the lu 
with affection. Every word in the pſalm mil hy 
with faith ſhould be a ſpur to gratitude. | 8e 
every heart make melody, and bleſs the Lord om ſea 


the wonders of his love. Bleſſed be his holy n 
tor ever. Amen, and Amen. 


5 J 


LORD thy 8 give the king 
0 his ſon thy righteouſneſs: 
With right he ſhall thy people judge 
thy poor with uprightneſs. 
II. 
The lofty mountains ſhall bring forth 
unto the people peace; 
Likewiſe the little hills the ſame 
ſhall do by righteouſneſs. 
III. 
e ſhall judge the poor and ſhall ſave 
the weak, and make them ſtrong, 
nd ſhall deſtroy for evermore 
all thoſe that do them wrong. 
IV. 
nd then from age to age ſhall they 
regard and fear thy might, 
long as ſun doth ſhine by day, 
or elſe the moon by night. 
V. 
e juſt ſhall flouriſh in his days 
and proſper in his reign, 
ſhall while doth the moon endure 
joundant peace maintain, 
VI. 
large and great dominion ſhall 
om ſea to 6 extend, 
om the river ſhall reach forth 
d the earth's utmoſt end. 


_ 4 — — — * 
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PsALM LXXII. 


I. | 
\ LL kings ſhall ſeek with one accord 
in his good grace to ſtand, 
And all the people of the world 
obey at his command. 
II. 
For he the needy ſort ſhall ſave 
who unto him do call, 
Alſo the humble folk who have 
no other help at all. 
| III. 
He taketh pity on the poor 
who are with need oppreſt, 
He doth preſerve them evermore, 
and bring their ſouls to reſt, 
IV. 
He ſhall redeem their lives from fraud 
from violence and might, 
Alſo their blood that ſhall be ſhed 
is precious in his fight, 
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AFTERNOON. 


PSALM LXXII. 


OR ever they mall praiſe his name 
F while that the ſun is light, 
And think them bleſſed thro” the ſame, 
all folk ſhall bleſs his might, 
II. 
Praiſe ye the Lord of hoſts and ſing 
to Iſra'ls God each one: 
for he doth ev'ry wondrous thing, 
yea he himſelf alone. 
III. 
ind bleſfed be his glorious name 
to all eternity, 
he whole earth let his glory fill 
Amen, Amen, ſay I. 
IV. 
o Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt, 
the God whom we adore, 
e glory as it was, is now, 
and ſhall be evermore. 
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Fourth Sunday in Advent. 


PSALM LXVII. 


This is 2 prayer for the church of. Chriſt, begging 
the grace of God and the bleſſing of God upon it, 
and intreating the application of both by the ſhin- 
ing of his loving countenance. The end of this 
is mentioned, namely, that the way of his ſal- 
vation may be known among all nations, and that 
they might. join in praiſing him, and in rejoicing 
in him, yea might increaſe in their thankſgiving 
and abound in it to the glory of God. 

Every believer ought to join this prayer: Becauſe he 
is made ſenſible, that grace is the fountain from 
whence all his bleſſings flow, and that the diſco- 
very of God's purpoſes of grace.to him. is a ſtream 
from this fountain, When he is favored with it, 
and the Lord Chriſt lifts up the light of his loving 
countenance upon him, how thankful ſhould he exto]! 
be? How careful to expreſs his thankfulnefs in 
every appointed way? May the heart of every fc 
perſon enter into this prayer. May it be fervent 
and effectual, ſo that the Lord's face may {in 
upon us while we ſing, and he may give us ap 
ſent anſwer to our petitions. 


* 


I, 

a _ mercy on us Lord, 

| and grant to us thy grace, 

Lo ſhew to us do thou accord 
the brightneſs of thy face. U. n 
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IT. 

That all the world may know 

the way to godly wealth, 

And all the nations here below 

may ſee thy ſaving health, 
III. 

Let all the world, O God, 
give praiſe unto thy name, 
„And let the people all abroad 
extoll and bleſs the ſame. 

32 
broughout the world ſo wide 
let all rejoice with mirth, 
or thou with truth and right doſt calle 
the nations of the OT 


et all the world, O . 
give praiſe unto thy name, 
Ind let the people all abroad 


wing 

14 be extoll and bleſs the ſame. 
fs 1n VI. 

Y (ach 


te earth her fruit ſhall yield, 
our God ſhall bleſſing ſend; 
od ſhall us bleſs, men ſhall him fear 
unto earth's utmoſt end, 


- * AS T2. 


n 
— ame . => 
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PsALM XCIX. T! 
This pſalm deſcribes the kingdom of Chriſt, and ex. 10 


tolls him for vouchſaſing his gracious preſence to 


his church, dwelling vifibly in the cherubim to 
protect it by his love, and to oppoſe its e emiet 

by his greatneſs and holineſs: Therefore his peo- To 
ple are called upon to wo ſhip at his footſtool, and 20 
to exalt him as their forefathers had done, whoſe Ane 
petitions he gracioufly heard and anſwered. 

The ſubjeRs of this moſt bleſſed king may rejoice it W 
him at all times. Every ſentence in this pſaln 
affords them matter of joy and praiſe. Ihe com 
mand is—Rejoice in the Lord always, and agal 
I ſay rejoice. This joy ſhould brealt forth int 
finging, which is the expreſſion of a thankfu 
heart: And we never conſult our own intere 
ſo much, as wh-n we ſing his praiſe and give tip. | 
all his glory; then we may expect he will increal Yo 
our joy in the Lord. May the Spirit of the! patie 
ther and the Son help us to receive all the pin: 
fit from ſinging this hymn, which he intenagly ;. 2: 
it ſhould be the means of bringing to the pe bi 
of God in every age. N 

in his 

| . that t. 

HE Lord doth reign, altho? at it WM they x 
the people rage full ſore, confire 

He on the cherubim doth fit 2 

tho' all the world do roar. 3 
II. Who fe; 

The Lord that in his church doth dwell Mr lan, 
is high and wondrous great, we; 
odhea 


Above all folk he doth excell, 
and he aloft is ſet. 


3 | 


ither i 


III. 


r 


III. 
The princely pow'r of our great king 
doth love judgment and right ; 
. Thou juſtly ruleſt ev'ry thing 
in right ouſneſs and might, 
IV. 
To praiſe the Lord our God deviſe, 
and honor to him ſhew, 
And at his footſtool worſhip him 
who holy is and true, 


ſaln ; 

_ AFTERNO ON. 
wo 

** ear LXXXV. 


This pſalm contains two very intereſting particulars, 
firſt a prayer for the mercy of God, and ſecondly a 
patient waiting for an anſwer. The mercy aſked 
15converting grace, that ſince God through Chriſt 
1s reconciled to his people, and has taken away 
reiß his wrath againſt them, he would give unto- 
them ſtedfaſt faith to depend upon his love to them 

in his Son, and ſo to enable them to truſt in him 

that they might be revived and comforted. Then 

t u they reſolve to wait for the divine anſwer, and 
confirm themſelves in waiting by many powerful 

motives ſuch as—the Lord's promiſe to ſpeak 

peace to his people, and they ſhall not turn to 
lolly—he will bring his ſalvation near to them 
Who fear him—his glory ſhall come and dwell in 
dur land, even the Lord of hoſts the king of glory 
Di whom made fleſh all the perfections of the 
odhead will ſweetly harmonize—For in him the 
aber is true in all his threatenings, and * 
* 


well 


W. 


ſhew mercy to ſinners in him the Father's right. 
eouſneſs has had every demand paid it, and noy 
he is at peace with believers in Jeſus—yea when 
the divine truth was incarnate, righteouſreſs 


looked down from heaven and ſaid, Behold, my th 
beloved Son in whom I am well pleaſed. Whoer:r nd 
receives this ſalvation in the power of the holy Wil 
Spirit is thereby made fruitful in love and loving 
obedience to God for it, and being now ſkilful in 8 
the word of righteouſneſs, his ſteps are ſet and ay 
kept in the way which leadeth ftraight and fu d 
to heaven. t al 
This is one of the hymns, which has been conſtantly and 


uſed in the church on Chriſtmas day. It is mai 
up of prayer and praiſe. And it requires faith an 
gratitude to ſing it well. He that has ſtronge! 
faith will ſing the beſt: Becauſe he will find mol 
reaſon to adore his Saviour God for humbling him 
ſelf to be made man, that he might live and d 


. . 2 unto 
for him and for his ſalvation. May this delight 12 
ful pſalm exerciſe and improve our faith, 2 8 
warm our affections. May we ſing it in the Spit in 


bleſſing God for all his mercies received throg 
the incarnation of Jeſus Chriſt. Glory be to hl 
in the higheſt, Amen, and Amen, 


I. 
HOU haſt been favorable, Lord, 
to thy beloved land, 
For thou reſtoredſt Jacob's ſeed 
from bondage by ſtrong hand. 


II. 
The wicked works that they have done 
thou didſt them all remit, 
And then didſt hide thy people's ſin 
cloſely thou cover dit it. 


1173 1 


III. 

nd thou thine anger didſt aſſwage 
that all thy wrath was gone, 

nd ſo didſt turn thee from thy rage 
with them to be at one. 


IV. 
Saviour God, do thou then turn 
thy people unto thee, 
tall thy wrath from us apart 
and angry ceaſe to be. 

V. 
all thy fierce anger never end, 
but ſtill be pour d on us, 
d ſhall thy wrath itſelf extend 
unto all ages thus ? 

VI. 
at in thee may thy people joy 
ilt thou not us revive? 
us thy mercy, Lord, to us 
by great ſalvation give. 


ne 
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: Chriſtmas Day. 
PSsALMd LXXXV. 


See the title to the former part, p. 171, 


— — . —— 
p ENTS — 


I. 
LL hear what God the Lord doth ſay, 
I to his he ſpeaketh peace, 
And to his ſaints, and they ſhall not 
return to fooliſhneſs. 
IT. 
Surely his Jeſus is at hand 
to ſuch as do him fear, 
That his great glory in our land 
may dwell and flouriſh there. 
III. 
Mercy and truth in him ſhall meet 
in one to take their place, 
And righteouſneſs hath kiſſed peace 
in him they ſhall embrace. 
IV. 
When he the truth ſhall from the earth 
ſpring up molt pleaſantly, V 
Then righteouſneſs with loving face # 
ſhall look from heaven moſt high, Praiſ 


"Ph * 
Yea, what is good the Lord ſhall give, 
our land ſhall yield increaſe ; My t 


Juſtice to ſet us in his ſteps 


{hall go before his face. 


 — —_— —— — — — 
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Ps ALM XLV. 


this hyma the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is celebrated for 
his beauty, for his majeſty, and for the eternal 
glory of his kingdom. The happy ſouls, whom 
he draws to love him by his word and Spirit, are 
here ſpoken of as his bride, united to him in a 
bond of affection never to be broken. The mu- 
„dual love of this heavenly bridegroom and his 
bride is here treated of, His affection to her is 
altogether wonderful: But never te be more ad- 
mired, than in the miracle of this day. It was 
the admiration and the joy of angels. Although 
he took not on him their nature, but ours; yet 
they had their ſong ready to welcome him into 
our world. O that we were as ready to-day, We 
have more reaſon, than they had; let us try to 
ing in as high a ſtrain of praiſe. O for hearts to 
ove him, not as he deſerves; that cannot be, but 
ps far as we can. If Chriſt be indeed formed in us, 
is birth-day ſhould excite in us every grateful ſen- 
iment: And we thould now bring him our offer- 
g, ſome fruit of our new birth, even aſong of 
raile to God manifeſt in the fleſh. May we ſing 
this his marvellous love to-day, and for ever. 


rth I. : f 
Y heart doth take in hand 
a godly ſong to ing, 
praiſe that I ſhall ſhew therein 
: pertaineth to the King. 
ive, II. 


My tongue ſhall be as ſwift 
his honor to indite 

the pen of any ſcribe 
who uſeth faſt to write. 


1 176 J 


III. 
O faireſt of all men — 
thy lips with grace are pure, th 
For God hath bleſſed thee with gifts ing 
for ever to endure. tio 
1 _ 
Thy royal ſeat, O Lord, w 
for ever ſhall remain, feſt; 
The ſceptre of thy kingdom doth we { 
all righteouſneſs maintain, May 


V. 
Becauſe thou didſt love right 
and didſt the ill deteſt, 
Therefore hath God anointed thee 
with joy above the reſt. 


AFTERNOON: 
PS ALM XIX. 


This is another Chriſtmas hymn. It treats of 
glory of the Lord Chriſt, as diſplayed in the wot 
of nature, and in the word of grace. The! 
terial heavens are a record of his glory, wi!: 
power and goodneſs; but eſpecially the ſunin 

| Heavens is the inſtituted emblem of the uncrea 
light: In them hath he ſet a tabernacle fur! 
ſun, which repreſents Chriſt's tabernacling a 
us in a body of fleſh ; and as the ſun commune 
light, life, and every material bleſing thru eir ye 
the world, ſo Chriſt communicates light, and 
and every fpiritual bleſſing through his ſyſtem 
is as delighted as any happy bridegroom, % 
as any ſtrong man to run a race, to ſend ov! 
light and his truth into all lands, and his! 
unto the ends of the world; by which he) 


7 


* 


goſt 
e Wot 


ſunin 
znerel 


le far! 


mum 
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his people to believe in him and to rejoice in his 
ſalvation. If he has made his word effectual by 
the power of his Spirit, then we know the mean- 
ing of this ſweet hymn, and can ſee its applica- 
tion to the ſubject of this day. May this glorious 
ſun of righteouſneſs now ariſe upon our hearts 
with his bright beams, and give us clearer know- 
l:dge of the great myſtery of godlineſs, God mani- 
feſt in the fleſh. Thus our faith will increaſe, and 
we ſhall fing of his love with growing gratitude. 
May our ſong of praiſe be lengthened out, till in 
his light we ſee and enjoy the light of life ever- 


laſting. 
HE heav*ns and firmament on high 
| do wondrouſly declare | 
d's glory and omnipotence, 
dis works and what they are. 
II. 

e wond*rous works of God appear 
dy ev'ry days ſucceſs, 
e nights likewiſe which their race run 
e ſelf ſame thing expreſs, 

III. 
re is no ſpeech nor tongue to which 
beir voice doth not extend, 
ir line is gone through all the earth 
teir words to the world's end. 


I. 


ſhet 


ng a 


g dun 
t. and! 
ſyite- 
My * 
end ou 
| his 
z he 


IV. 
tem the Lord made for the ſun 
tent of great renown, 
like a bridegroom ready trimm'd 
mes from his chamber down, - 
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V. 
And as a giant he ſets out 
upon his work apace, 
He ſtops not till he has perfor m'd 
and run his glorious race. 
VI. 
From heav'ns end is his going forth 
circling to th? end again: 
And there is nothing from his heat 
chat hidden doth remain. 


St. Stephen. 
Ps ALM LXXII. 


I, 
OD taketh pity on the poor, 
who are with need oppreſt, 
He doth 'preſerve them evermore 
and bring their ſouls to reſt. 
IT. 
Both from deceit and violence 
their ſouls he ſhall ſet free, 
Alſo their blood which ſhall be ſhed 
precious to him ſhall be, 


GLORIA PATRI, 


(179. 
St. Jaga 
Pea LM LXXXIx. 


J. 
5 Greatly bleſt the people 
h 
b 


FE: 
ley in thy name ſhall all 


the day 
rejoice exceedingi 5 
nd in thy righteouſneſs ſhall they 
ekalted be on high: 
III. 
Cauſe the glory of their 


ſtrength | 
boch only Rang in thee, 

d in thy loving favor ſhall. 

= pow r exalted. bo. 
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Innocents Day. 


PsaLm LXVIII. 5 


I. as 
* praiſe, ſing praiſe unto the Lord © 
t ) who rideth on the ſky, 
Extol the great Jehovah's name 
and him ſtill magnify. 
H. 
The ſame is he that is above, 
within his holy place, 
That Father is of fatherleſs 
and judge of widows caſe, 
III. 
Houſes and iſſue both he gives 
unto the comfortleſs, 
He bringeth bondmen out of thrall lb, f. 
and rebels to diſtreſs, a 


( 
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The Sunday after C hriſlmas, 
PsaLm XIX. 


Ve ſung the firſt part of this pſalm on Chriſtmas 
day, which treats of the glory of the Lord Chriſt, 
as it is diſplayed in his kingdom of nature : This 
ſecond part treats of his kingdom of grace, What 
the ſun is in the natural world, that is Chriſt in 

the ſpiritual. The volume of nature ſhews his 

glory, but never ſavingly, until it be explained by 
the volume of revelation. This is ſuch a light to 
the foul, as the other is to the body: And this is 
here ſet forth by fix names, to which fix effects 
are aſcribed. The goſpel of Chriſt conſidered as 
his lav converts the ſoul, as his te ſtimony it makes 
w.ſe, as the ſtatutes of the Lord it rejoices the 
heart, as his commandment it enlightens the eyes, 

3 the fear of the Lord it endures for ever, as the 

uügments of the Lord it is true and righteous 

together: On theſe accounts it is commended 
bt its value, far above gold, and for its ſweet- 
eſs, ſweeter than honey, and for its uſefulneſs, 
keeping of it there is great reward, | 
hat the light of the goſpel may ſhine upon all our 

arts, ſo as to produce thoſe gracious effects. 

d bleſs it this day. May we find ſuch joy and 

Ke in hearing and believing it, that all within 

may bleſs the name of our incarnate God. 

tile we ſing his praiſes may he give us good 
lon to hope, that we ſhall ſoon praiſe him bet- 

; When we ſhall ſee him face to face. 


OD's law is perfect and converts 
the ſoul in fin that lies, 
5 teſtimony is moſt ſure / 
makes the ſimple wiſe, 
2 II. The 


1 


| II. 

The ſtatutes of the Lord are right, by 
and do rejoice the heart, > 
The Lord's command 1s pure, and doth 0 
light to the eyes impart. u} 
III. | 1 
Unſpotted is the fear of God, the 
and ever doth endure, ne 
The judgments of the Lord moſt true ma 
moſt righteous are and pure. aw; 
IV. | is hi 
'They more than gold, yea much fine gold 15 
to be deſired are: "ght 
Than ſweeteſt honey, from the comb wg 
that droppeth, ſweeter far, = 

. X 

Moreover they thy ſervant warn 
how he is life ſhould frame: EHC 
A great reward provided 1s fit 
r them that bs the ſame, Tha 
Whered 

PsaLm CX. 
IG R e Loro 
This is another of our Chriſtmas hymns. its 2108). * 
cation to Chriſt is ſettled by infallible auth, F 
It deſcribes his nature, God-man, David's ſon ut th 
yet David's Lord, his kingdom, his prieſth e ruler 
and his government in gathering his church, 

in conquering his enemies, and laſtly the in the 


which theſe effects were produced, the ſuffer 
of Chriſt and the glory that ſhould follow. 50 


| this palm js a ſummary of the whole goſps) 


11 


The greateſt part of it has been already fulfilled in hie 
own perſon as the head, and in his members, many 
of whom are now rqund his throne, and many now 
upon earth have been made a willing people by the 
goſpel, which is the ſceptre of his power—they be- 
lieve in the ſacrifice of their great high prieſt, and 
they rely upon the arm of the Lord their righteouſ- 
neſs, their great Melchizedek, and if he ſhould 
make them drink of the drool: in the way, as he 
did, yet being his redeemed, they may ſing in faith 
and hope of his lifting up their head. His croſs 

is his way to his crown. May the bleſſed proſpect 

raiſe and purify our affections, that we may de- 
fight to be aſcribing to him all the honor of our 
hlvation, May every heart bleſs him to day: yea 
may we now join all thoſe in heaven and earth, 
who are giving glory to God and the Lamb. a 


J. 
EHOVAH ſaid unto my Lord, 
lit thou at my right hand, 
|I have made thy foes a {tool 
vhereon thy feet ſhall ſtand. 


IT. 

e Lord ſhall out of Sion ſend 
„r ſceptre of thy might, 
* alt thy greateſt foes ſhalt thou 
;ebdi* ruler in their fight, 
urch, : ul. 
e — in the day on which thy reign 
f " great pow'r they ſhall ſee, 
ige bree will-offerings ſhall all 

people give to thee, 
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IV. 
Vea with an holy 1 
then ſhall they offer all, 
As num'rous as the drops of dew 
which in the morning fall. 


AFTERNOON. 


PSALMd CX. 


J. 
HE Lord hath ſworn and never will 
repent what he doth ſay, 
By th' order of Melchizedek 
Thou art a prieſt alway, 
IT. 
The glorious and mighty Lord, 
who fits at thy right hand, 
Shall in his day of wrath ſtrike thro' 
kings that do him withſtand. 
III. 
He ſhall among the heathen judge 
he ſhall with bodies dead 
The places fill, o'er rebel lands 
he ſhall wound ev'ry head. 
IV. 
And he ſhall drink out of the brook 
that runneth in the way, 
Wherefore he ſhall lift up on high 
His royal head that day. 
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The Circumciſion of Chris. 
PsaLM XXXIX. 


bis is new-year's day. How ſhort is life? Its contĩ- 
nuance how uncertain ? Eternity is at hand. Ho - 
careful then ſhould we be to make a good uſe of 
theſe flying moments, that when they are run out 
we may be happy for ever. We have here the pro- 
phet's meditation upon this ſubjeft, May his 
thoughts be ours to-day. O that his prayer may 
be made by every one of us. May the Lord teach 
us ſo to number our days that we may apply our 
hearts to ſaving wiſdom. How happy are they, 
whom the Lord has made wiſe unto ſalvation ! 
How thankful ſhould they be, who can place the 
confidence of their hearts in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
nd can ſing with the prophet, Truly my hope ig 


wen in thee. 


J. 
INE end and meaſure of my days 

O Lord unto me ſhow, 
hat is the ſame; that I thereby 
my frailty well may know. 

II. 
thou my days an hand breadth mad'ſt, 
Mine age is in thine eye, 
nothing: ſure each man at beſt 
wholly vanity. 
III. 

e each man walks in a vain ſhow, 
ley vex themſelves in vain : 
heaps up wealth and doth not know 
whom it ſhall pertain. 


I 4 IV. And 
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IV. 

And now, O Lord, what wait I for? I 
what help do I defire? * 
Truly my hope is ev'n in thee, , 
IJ nothing elſe require. . 
PSALM XL, 9 

St. Paul has opened the meaning of this pſalm, «i 
has proved that it treats of the Lord Chriſt, as be . 
coming ſubject to the law for man. When ſact Ih 


; fices could not take away fin, he came to take 
away by his own ſacrifice, and therefore he w 
- circumciſed, and made under the law to redee: 
them that were under the law. By his life ar 
death having perfectly done the will of God! 
became the author of eternal ſalvation. 
Here is the object of our faith—Chriſt God-maill 7, 
keeping the law, and ſuffering its penalties for h 
people. Here is their matter and ground of r 
- Joicing, that he is the end of the lay for righteou 
neſs to every one who believeth. As this tr 


is received, the conſcience is at peace with Go: call : 
and hope in God revives. :May we glorify Jen of 
this day, finging of and rejoicing in that ug! 
«which led him to be circumciſed and obediaithe day 
unto the law for man: For this ineſtimable meſi te ſit 
may he have honor and glory and bleſing eath, 
_ praiſe from us to day and for ever. mfort, 
5 4 e aiſes 
T, ryello, 
N ſacrifice nor offering bn 
didſt thou at all defire, * 51 


Mine ears thou bor'd: ſin-off ring thou 
and burnt didſ not require. 


luence, 
hne 


1 
J 
0 


118 J 


' IT. 

Then to the Lord theſe were my words, 
I come, Behold and ſee, 

Within the volume of thy book 

it written 1s of me: = 


III, 
o do thy will I take delight 
O thou my God who art, 
ea that moſt holy law of thine 
[ have within my heart. 


GLORIA PATRI. 


wk. 1 — 
2 r Eee IRE oo OO 


i 


The firſt Sunday after the Epiphany, 


PSALM LXVI. 


h O call this Epiphany, which means the rifing of the 
Jen of righteouſneſs upon the Gentiles. It js 
rough the tender mercy of our God, that Chriſt 
be day ſpring from on high has viſited us, who 
tere fitting in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of 
fh. He brings with him light and life, and 
nfort, yea every blefling to the ſoul, upon which 
* ariſes, He opens the blind eyes to ſee his 
wvellous light. And thining with his bright 
ms upon the dead ſinner, he quickens him 
Ening on ſtill he guides him in his way and 
kes him active in it: never withdrawing his 
lvence, till the day of glory dawn, and that ſun, 
never ſets, * upon the ſoul. 


5 It 


— — 20 


2 
4 „„ oe ES OG 
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It is our preſent ſubject to bleſs God for this diſtin. 
guiſhing favor. We have the light of his goſpel, 
Eternal thanks be to him, we have alſo the power 
of it. O that we may ſing of it to day with thank. 
ful hearts. The words are ready to our hands, in- 
dited for the occaſion by the ternal Spirit, May 
we uſe them in faith, rejoicing in hope, and aſ- 
cribing in our ſongs all the praiſe of this wonder« 4 
ful work to the God of our ſalvation. 


I. Wh 
ALL ye earth, in God rejoice, 1 
with praiſe ſet forth his name, el 
Extol his might, with heart and voice ol 
give glory to the ſame. bert 
II. 
How wonderful, O Lord, ſay ye "ks 
in all thy works thou art, 15 
Thy foes for fear ſhall ſeek to thee " 
and much againſt their heart, Thou 
III. 
The men who dwell the earth throughout ne; 
ſhall praiſe the name of God, 51 | 
The fame thereof the world about ; 
is ſhew'd and ſet abroad. 
IV. 


AN folk come forth, behold and fee 

what things the Lord hath wrought, 
Mark well the wondrous works that he 
for men to paſs hath brought, 


P54 
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PsALM LXVI. 


J. 
4 E people give unto our God 
: * due laud and thanks always, 
u. With joy ful voice publiſh abroad 
and ſing unto his praiſe, 
II. 
Who doth endue our ſoul with life 
and it preſerve withall, 

He ſlays our feet, ſo that no foe 
can make us ſlip or fall. 

III. 
For thou didſt prove and try us, Lord, 
as men do ſilver try: 
Prought'ſt us into the net, and mad'ſt 
bands on our loins to lye. 

IV. 
hou haſt caus'd men ride o'er our heads 
and although we did paſs 
nou bro! fire and water, yet thou brought'ſt 
1s to a wealthy place. 

V. 
bring mine off' rings to thy houſe, 
to thee my vows I'll pay, 
Which my lips utter'd, my mouth ſpake, 
when trouble on me lay. 


c 
he 


g 
b 
{ 
7 


— 


AFTER- 


= 45 2— 
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AFTERNOON, 
PSALM LXVI. 


I. 
OME forth and hearken unto me 
all ye that fear the Lord, 
What he for my poor ſoul hath done 
to you I will record, 
II. 
Often I call to mind his grace, 
this mouth to him doth cry, 
And thou my tongue make ſpeedy pace 
to praiſe him joyfully. 
III. 
But if I feel my heart within 
in wicked works rejoice, 
Or if I have delight in fin 
God will not hear my voice. 
V. 
But ſurely God my voice hath heard, 
and what I do require, 
My pray'r alſo he doth regard 
and granteth my deſire, 


O let the Lord our gracious God 
for ever bleſſed be, 
Who turned not my pray'r from him 
nor yet his grace from me. 


F 
The Second Sunday after the Epiphany, 


Ps ALM I. 
The firſt pſalm treats of the fitneſs of Chriſt for his 
work, and of his ſucceſs in it. He was without 
fin, when he came to put away fin; and he was 
the tree of life, in whom believers live as branches, 
and by grace received from him they grow up into 
him in all things. This pſalm_ſhould be ſung 
with faith that we are in him, and with a lively 
hope, that we ſhall live on him, and to him for 
evermore, and then we ſhall make ſweet melody 
in our hearts unto the Lord, 


"I 


I 3 ——— 2 


I, 
HAT man hath perfect bleſſedneſs 
who never walks aſtray 
n Counſel of ungodly men, 
Nor ſtands in ſinners way; 


A. 

or ſitteth in the ſcorners chair, 
but placeth his delight 
pon God's law, and meditates 
therein both day and night. 

III. 
e ſhall be like a tree that is 
planted the rivers nigh, 
uch in due ſeaſon bringeth forth _ 
It; fruit abundantly, | 
IV. 
boſe top ſhoot ſhall not fade nor fall, 
dut flouriſhing ſhall ſtand, 
0all things ſhall proſper well, 
Mich this man takes in hand. 


P$8ALM 


„ . — — 


8 


B 


PSALM III. 


The title is; Apſolm for David vue, be fd ron th La 
face of Abſalom, 2 Sam. xv. on which occaſion he [ 
ſpake by the Spirit concerning the beloved [eſus Vor 
who was in like manner to be driven by his oy th 
people out of Jeruſalem, and was to ſuffer with 
out the gate. In this ſituation he expreſſes hi 
perfect confidence in God, and prays for delive 
rance from all his enemies, which he found, an 
we ſhall alſo find through him, whenever we a8 
in faith nothing wavering. . 

We here ſee how ſafe they are, who HKve under th 
care of a covenant God; they may lie down in the 
beds, yea in their graves, and fear no evil. Ma 
we in finging experience ſome of this humble co 
fidence, and with all our hearts aſcribe this a 
every other ble ſſing of ſalvation to the Lord jel 
Chriſt, 

I, 


O LORD, how are my foes increas'd? 
Againſt me many riſe: 
Many ſay of my ſoul, for him 
in God no ſuccour lies. 
II, 
But thou, O Lord, art my defence, 
on thee my hopes rely, 
Thou art my glory, and ſnalt yet 
lift up my head on high. 
III. 
When with my voice unto the Lord 
I earneſtly did cry, 
Then he out of his holy hill 
did hear me ſpeedily. 
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IV. 

I laid me down, and quietly 
| dept, and roſe again; 
or I did know aſſuredly 

the Lord did me ſuſtain, 


bs AFTEPNGON. 
PSALM III. 


J. 
F thouſands up againſt me riſe 
I will not be afraid: 
or thou art ſtill my Lord and God 
my Saviour and mine aid, 


II. 
nle, O Lord, ſave me my God; 
tor thou my foes has ſtruck 
n their cheek-bone, and thou the teeth 
of wicked men haſt broke. 
III. 
ration only doth belong 
unto the Lord above, 
o on thy people doſt beſtow 
the blefling of thy love. 


IV. 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
he God whom we adore, 
plory as it was, is now, 
nd ſhall be evermore. 


3 Third 


( 194 J 


Third Sunday after the Epiphany, 
Ps ALM IV. 


Believers are here called upon to truſt in the Lord al- 
ways; that they may offer to him through the be- 
loved Jeſus the ſacrifice of praiſe continually: for 
which end we ſhould be ſeeking in all means for 
more ſenſe of his favor towards us, an increaſe of 
which is better than all the world's goods : For it 
makes us live ſafe and happy under the care of God 
both night and day. Bleſſed are they w 3 
theſe words with melody in their heart: 5 ihe 
Lord, 


This! 
hea 
tim 
and 

our 
the 1 
Let 


pray 

fire, 
2 faith 

FFER to God the ſacriſice 

of righteouſneſs and praiſe, 

And look that in the living God 


you put your truſt always. 


II. 
O who will ſhew us any good? 
Is that which many ſay, 
But of thy countenance the light, 
Lord, lift on us alway. 
III. 
For thou thereby ſhalt make my heat 
more joyful and more glad: 
Than they who of their corn and wine 
a great increaſe _ bad. 


I will both lay me N in peace 
and quiet fleep will take, 
Becauſe thou only me to dwell 
in ſafety, Lord, doſt make. b 
al 
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PSALM V. 


This is a prayer of the Lord Chriſt, in which he was 
heard and anſwered. He truſted in Cod at all 
times, and he was carried through his obedience 
and ſufferings with continual fucceſs. So will 
our prayers through him find admittance within 
the veil, and bring down every needful bleſſing. 
Let us aſk in faith nothing wavering, and our 
prayer hearing God will grant us our hearts de- 


fire, May we fing with this ſure truſt in his 
faithfulneſs, 


I. 
IVE ear unto my words, O Lord, 
my meditation weigh: | 
ear my loud cry, my king, my God, 
for I to thee will pray : 


IT. 

ord thou ſhalt early hear my voice, 
| early will direct 
ly prayer to thee, and looking up 
an anſwer will expect; 

III. 
nd I will patiently ſtill truſt 
n thee my God alone, 
ou art not pleas'd with wickedneſs 
and ill with thee dwells none: 

IV. 
terefore will I come to thy houſe 
ruſting upon thy grace, 
il will worſhip in chy fear 
wards thy holy place. 


AFTER» 
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AFTERNOON 
PsaLM V. 


1. 
OND UC me in thy righteouſneſs 
for watchful is my foe, 


Therefore, O Lord make plain, the way 


wherein I ought to go. 
II. 
And let all thoſe who truſt in thee 
with ſhouts their joy proclaim, 
Let them rejoice whom thou preſery'i 
and thoſe who love thy name, 
III. 
For, Lord, unto the righteous man 
thou wilt thy bleſſing yield, 
And with. thy grace wilt compaſs him 
about as with a ſhield, 


GLoRIA PATRI. 
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Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany. 


PSs ALM VIII. 


dur Lord has applied this pſalm to himſelf in Matt. 

xxi- And St. Paul has commented upon it in 

Heb. it. 9. But we ſee Jeſus, who was made a 
little lower than the angels crowned with glory 
and honor: He has dominion over all crea- 
"WY tures and things, which we loſt by the fall, and 
is only reſtored to us under Chriſt. In this view 
he is here conſidered as glorious even to admira- 
tion, he has the teſtimony of children to confute 
his enemies, and he has the earth and heavens, 
the ſun, moon, and ſtars to magnify him, for 
though he was a little while abaſed below the an- 
gels in his humiliation, yet he is now crowned 
king of kings, and is ſet over all the works of 
God: His kingdom ruleth over all. The prophet 
dezins and ends the pſalm with the ſame admi- 
ation of the ſurpaſſing glory of the name of the 
Lord Chriſt, May we underftand and enter into 
the ſpirit of this divine hymn. O that we could 
ing it to day, as the happy ſubjects of ſuch a glo- 
Fous monarch.” May we fo truſt in what he did 
Iorus, when he was lower than the angels, as to | 
ect he will be our friend in his high exalted | 
ate, May we in uſing this hymn admire the ex- 
elency of his great name, and with thankful 


arts bleſs and praiſe King mediator to day, and 
or evers 


0 


1 
| 
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I. 
OW excellent in all the earth, 
Je hovah our Lord is thy name, 
ru haſt thy glory far advanc'd 
dye the higheſt Rarry frame. 


II, From 
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From infants and from ſucklings mouths 
Thou didſt a mighty ſtrength ordain, 
For thy foes ſake, that fo thou might 
Th' avenging enemy reſtrain : 


HE. 
When I look up unto the heav'ns 
Which thine al ty fingers fram'd, | 
Unto the moon and to the ftars | J. 
Which were by thee wiſely ordain'd. 2 

IV. iveran 
'Then ſay I, what is man, that we God fe 
Should be remember'd ſo 70 thee! ealon 
Or what the Son of man, that thou 
So merciſul to us Couldit be! 

Psatm VIII. 
I. ill be 


Him lower than the angels made 
ith glory and with dignity 
Thou haſt crowned his royal head. 


IT. 
Ruler of all thy works he is, 
Under his feet thou all didſt lay, 
All ſheep and oxen, yea and beaſts 
Which in the open field do ſtray. 


| | By: for a little while thou haſt u thee 
i 


III. Fo 
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III. 
owls of the air, fiſh of the ſea 
hate ver paſſes throꝰ the ſame. 
low excellent in all the earth 
hovah our Lord is thy name! 


AFTERNOON, 
PsaLm IX. 


his pſalm treats of the wonderful work of God in 
delivering Chriſt from all his enemies, and from 


geath eſpecially. A right underſtanding of this de- 
werance, and faith in it, will lead us to praiſe 
God for it all times: Becauſe he will give us 
eaſon to fing of our own deliverance through him 
rom all our ſins and foes and miſeries: And this 
ill keep our hearts in tune to praiſe the Lord. 


I. 
ITH my whole heart to thee, O Lord, 
will 1 ſing laud and praiſe, 
d ſpeak of all thy wondrous works 
ind them record always. 
II. 
ll be glad and much rejoice 
L thee, O God moſt high; 
make my ſongs extoll thy name 
dove the ſtarry ſky. 
III. 
uſe my foes are driven back 
d turned unto flight, 
j ſhall fall down and are deftroy'd 
| the great pow'r and might, 
Fifth 


r 


— — — — — 


Tal DT . 
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| "7 bis pf 

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany, 1. 

Psalu IX. Nor 

I. then 

havin 

G + is proteCtor of the poor, rejoic 

what time they be diſtreſt, bleſt 

He is in all adverſity the pt 

their refuge and their reſt. n 
II. 


And they that know thy name, in thee 
their confidence will place, 


For thou haſt not forſaken them ney a 

who truly ſeek thy face. not 0 
[1], | 

Sing pſalms therefore unto the Lord be Lo 

who dwells on Sion hill, the w 

Among the people make him known nd ſay 

his deeds record ye ſtill, the 11 

PS ALM XIV. hey al 

In this pſalm we have a humbling view of tie li ey 

fulneſs of human nature, as guilty of prat id the 

atheiſm, totally corrupt and filthy, deflitut yea, | 


all good, and (et upon all evil, yea even to 
ſecute the children of God, St. Paul quote 
Rom, i iii, to prove that there are none right 
in themſelves, no not one, and therefore nof 
living can be juſtified by any works of thciroi 
Whoever is made ſenſible of this corrupt 
find no relief, but in the glorious ſalyation . 
tioned in the laſt part of the pialm, for vil 


de "riot prays, and in which he rejcltc, 
1 


* 
his pſalm ſhould be ſung with a heart felt convĩe- 
tion of our guilty ſtate by nature, and with a 
humbling ſenſe of our total helpleſſneſs under it. 
May the Lord the Spirit thus convince us; and 
then he will ſhew us our need of a Saviour, and 
having received him by faith he will enable usto 
rejoice in the ſalvation of our God. The hum 
bleſt heart will enter deepeſt into the ſubject of 


the pſalm, and will therefore ſing it to day with 
the beſt melody. 


; 
HERE 1s no God, the fooliſh men 
do in their hearts conclude, 
hey are corrupt, their works are vile, 
not one of them doth good, 
II. 
ie Lord beheld from heav'n molt high 
the whole race of mankind, | 
nd ſaw not one who ſought indeed 
the living God to find, 
III. 
bey altogether filthy are, 
they all aſide are gone, 
d there is none that docth good, 
yea, ſure there is not one. 
IV. 
eſe workers of iniquity 
0 they not know at all, 


a they my people eat as bread 
and on God do not call. ; 
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AFTERNOON, 
PSsALM XIV, 


I. 
HEN thus they rage, then {udden 
great fear ſhall on them fall: 
For God doth love the righteous men, 
and will preſerve them all. 
II. 
Ve mock the counſel of the poor, 
and caſt upon them ſhame: 
Becauſe they put their truſt in God, 
and call upon his name. 
III. 
But who ſhall ſave thy people, Lord, 
or when wilt thou fulfill 
'Thy promiſe made to Iſrael 
from out of. Sion ; hill ? 
| IV. 
For when thou ſhalt bring back again 
ſuch as were captive led, 


'Then Jacob ſhall therein rejoice 
and Iſra'l ſhall be glad. 
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Sixth Sunday after Ejiphany. 


PSALM XVII. 


This is a prayer of the beloved Jeſus againſt his ene- 
mies and ours, ia which he 'was heard and an- 
ſwered : He was kept ſafe and carried happily 
through all oppohtion, till he bad finiſhed rhe 
work, which his Father had given him to do. 
By the ſame divine love and power all that believe 
in him are kept, as tenderly as the apple of the 
eye, as ſafely as they can be under the covert of 
covenant faithfulneſs. May we take up the 
words in the confidence of our heart, and fing 
them rejoicing.in the fure mercics of our beloved. 


P I Es 
- «Ionian To % — ———— - 


. S332 of 


I. 
ORD, in thy paths which he moſt pure 
guide thou me and preſerve, 
xt from the way wherein [ walk 
iy ſteps may never ſwerve 
H. 
have call'd on thee, O Lord, 
wely thou wilt me aid, 
n hear my prayer, and weigh1ight well 
de words which I have (aid, 
III. 
wondrovs loving kindneſs ſhew 
thoſe who truſt in thee, 
ave them from their foes who riſe 
untt thy majeſty. 
K IV. O 


dal 


E 


IV. 
O keep me as thou wouldeſt keep I 
the apple of thine eye, 
And under covert of thy wings | G1 
defend me ſecretly. t 
Ps ALM XX, 


This is a triumphant hymn, in which the work 
Chriſt is celebrated, and the church of Chriſt g 
ries therein, God the Father, according to uh 
is here written, has accepted his perſon and! 
work, and the pleaſure of the Lord is now proſp 
ing in his Son's hand. O that we could fi-goft 
moſt bleſſed ſalvation, as they did of old int 
pſalm: They not only had faith in it, but d 
alſo triumph, and ſet up their banners as 0 
querors over all their enemies. Thus they 
honor upon their almighty Jeſus. May his SO K 
help us to do the ſame this day. May he en he fre 
us to fing in faith, and to glorify him with lh 
lips and lives. * 


ob 
HE Lord will hear thee in the d 
when trouble he doth ſend, 
And the name of Jacob's God will 
thee from all ill defend: 
IE. 
He will thee help ſend from above 
out of his ſanctuary, 
From Sion his own holy hill 
he will give ſtrength to thee, 
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III. 
He will remember all thy gifts, 
accept thy ſacrifice, 
Grant thee thy hearts wiſh, and fulfill 
thy thoughts and counſel wiſe. 


AFTERN O ON. 


PSALM XX. 


r J. 

Ny ſalvation we will joy 

ft | in our God's name we will 

n Wiſplay our banners; and the Lord 
wil all thy prayers fulfill, 


* 
10 
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II. 

ow know I God his Chriſt doth ſave, 
de from his holy heav'n 
il hear him, with the ſaving ſtrength 
by his own right hand giv'n. 

III. 
chariots ſome put confidence 
bne horſes truſt upon: 


twe will remember the name 
of our Lord God alone. 


IV. 
riſe and upright ſtand, when they 
re bowed down and fall, | 
Lord will fave, and hear the king 
ben we on him do call. | 


K 2 Septua- 
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Septuageſima. 


Ps arm XXIII. 


This pſalm is fpaken in the character of the good 
ſhepherd : He-expreſles his perfect truſt in the cx. WI 
venant engagements of Jehovah, aſſured that a 0 
would go well with him in lite in death and in 
eternity. Every ward of it has been literally ful. 
filled to him, and it will be literally fulfilled 0 
all his. When the ſheep of his paſture have her 
his voice, and are enabled to follow him,: 
they can uſe the ſame words, and expect the ſm 
bletings. O with what thankful hearts fy 
they extol their good thepherd, when it ie give 
them to receive his wards without doubt or warer 


N 
ing—* My ſheep, ſays he, hear my voice, an 1 
46 J know them, and they follow me: And and 
« give unto them eternal life, and they all ne 
4 perith, neither ſhall any pluck them out f y tat 
* hand. They hear, they believe, they jail ©. 
Safe under the paſtoral care of his loving he: 4 1 
} NCA 


and faithful arm, they can fing with gratitude 
whe dear ſhepherd and biſhop of their ſouls, end n 
he be glorifled in our ſong this day. 


| 6 
EHOVAH my good ſhepherd is 
and he who doth me feed, 
How can I then lack any thing 
whereof I ſtand in need, 


i | 
He fruitful paſtures doth provide be God 
where I do ſafely lie, b'OTy as 
And after leads me to the ſtreams { 


Wich run molt pleaſantly. 
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III. 
My ſoul he doth reſtore again, 
and me to walk doth make, 


In the plain paths of righteouſneſs 
ev'n for his own name's ſake. 


Psatm XXIII. 


I. 
EA, tho' I walk in vale of death, 
yet I will fear no ill, 
[hy rod and ſtaff do comfort me 
and thou art with me ſtill. 


II. 

table thou haſt furniſhed 

in preſence of my foes; 
ly head with oil thou doſt anoint, 
and my cup overflows. 

III. 

vodneſs and mercy all my life 
ſhall ſurety follow me, 

d in God's houſe for evermore 

J Welling place ſhall be. 

| IV. 

Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt, » 
he God whom we. adore, 
plory as it was, is now, 

1 ſhall be evermore.. 


. — 


K 3 | AFTER- 


4 


- 
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AFTERNOON. 
PSALM XXV. 


This is a prayer for deliverance from ſins and ene. 
mies. It is to be ſung in faith: And the anſxer 
is to be waited for with patience, For the Fa- 
ther will kear the petitions of all thoſe, who ak 
in his Son's name, and will grant them their 
hearts deſire. We ſhall ſing the words aright, 
if we have a ſenſe of our wants, and a dependence 
upon the faithfulneſs of God to give the promilel 
ſupply. Aſt this, and ye ſhall have. 

I. 
1 LIFT my heart to thee 
my God and guide moſt juſt 
O ſuffer me to take no ſhame: 
for in thee do I truſt. 
IT. 
Let not my foes rejoice 
nor make a ſcorn of me; 

And let them not be overthrown 

who put their truſt in thee. 

= afety 

Direct me in thy truth 

and teach me I thee pray, 
Thou art my Saviour and my God 
on thee 1 wait alway. 
IV, 

Thy mercies manifold, 

O Lord, recall to mind, 

And praciouſly continue ſtill, 


as thou walt ever kind. 


Sex?! 
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Sexageſima. 
PsaLm XXV. 


I. 

H E humble God will teach 

his precepts to obey, 
e will direct in all his paths 
the lowly man alway. 

11. 

or all the ways of God 
both truth and mercy are, 
o them who do his covenant 
and ſtatutes keep with care. 
III. 
ith thoſe that fear him 1s 
the ſecret of the Lord, 
he knowlege of his covenant 


be will to them afford, 


IV. 
lafety keep my ſoul 
and ſtill deliver me, 
dlet me never be aſham'd, 
becauſe I truſt in thee. 


H J 


PSALM XXVII. 
We have in this pſalm a lively picture of perfect co. 

fidence in Jehovah againſt all enemies and dan- 

gers. It is the prayer of Jeſus: To which he 
Joins his earneſt deſire to enjoy conſtant commu- 
nion with Jehovah in his houſe and ordinances, 
Bleſſed is the man, who is in Jeſus, one with 
him and living by faith upon him, he may uſe the 
ſame prayer, and expect communion in the houſe 
and ordinances of God with the Father and the 
Son, by the influence of the holy Spirit, May 
we all enjoy this blefling, while we take up the 
words, and ſing 


J. 

HOM ſhould I fear, ſince God to m 
ſalvation is and light? 
Since ſtrongly he my life ſupports, 

what can my ſoul affright? 
II. 
Againſt me tho' an hoſt encamp, 
my heart yet fearleſs is, 
Tho' war againſt me rife, I will 
be confident in this. 
| III. 
One thing I of the Lord deſir'd 
and will ſeek to obtain, 
'That all days of my life I may 
within God's houſe remain. 
— IV. 
That I the beauty of the Lord 
may behold and admire, 
And that I in his holy place 
may rev'rently enquire, 


An 


AFTERNOON. 


PsAL M XXVII. 


N I. 
x j LORD, inſtruct me in thy way 
ie to me a leader be 

a a plain path, becauſe of thoſe 

Wh who hatred bear to me. 


II. 
leave me not unto the will 
of them who are my foes ; 
Ir they ſurmiſe _—_ me ſtill 
falſe witneſs to depoſe. 
III. 
terly ſhould faint, but that 
is hope ſupporteth me, 
in the land of the living 
y goodneſs I ſhall fee, 


IV, 

Wait on the Lord thee to confirm, 
he ſhall ſtrength afford 

o thy heart; yea, do thou wait 
ay, upon the Lord. 


Mk 


The Lord's anſwer to the forego'ng praz er. 


k; Quingua- 
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Ruinguagefime. 
PsaLm XXVHI. 


This is a thankſgiving to the Lord for his ſpeci U 
favors in hearing the ſupplication of his Chr 
and in helping him in every time of necd, ; 
for the favors beſtowed upon his people thro 
faith in him: From whence the prophe: tak 
occaſion to pray for the continuance of theſe | 
vors. With what gladneſs of heart thoul! en 
one ſing the words, who has been mad: a mor 
ment of free grace, and who by diſtinguithing| 
can uſe the words to Bay for his own thankſ:ivi 
O that we may ſing them to the glory or out C 
and to our mutual ediſication. 


| I. 
O render thanks unto the Lord 
how great a cauſe have | ? 


= X the | 

Who heard my prayer for grace, anc i nige 
an anſwer willingly. | this 

| II. * 

He is my ſhield and fortitude, Thy: 
4 30 

my buckler in diſtreſs, ne of 
My heart rejoiceth greatly, and tn him 
tearts 


my ſong thall him confeſs. 


. 
He is our ſtrength and our defence 
our foes for to reſiſt, 
The ſtrength of the ſalvation of 
his own ele& by Chriſt. 4 


wy 


(213 J 
IV. 


y people and thy heritage 
Lord, ſave, bleſs, and preſerve, 


creaſe them, Lord, and rule their hearts, 


that they may never ſwerve. 


PSALM XXX. 


*. 


etitle of this pſalm fixes the ſubject. It was to 
be ſung at the dedication of the temple of the be- 
wed, The temple was the type of his body, 
#hich was then in an eſpecial manner dedicated, 
hen it was raiſed from the dead. So the apoſtle 
ares intErprefs the prophecies relating to the 
ſurreRion of Chrift: © To this, ſays he, agree 
the words of the prophets, as it is written, 
after this I will return and will build again the 
* tabernacle of David (not of king David but of 
the beloved) which was fallen down, and Iwill 
raiſe it up. For which the riſen Saviour praiſes 
| this pſalm, and bleſſes his God. Happy for 
„if we be riſen through faith in him from the 
ave of fin, Then we may ſing of his reſurrec- 
n in joyful hope of our riſing one day from the 
we of death, and of our being like him and 
n him for ever. With this hope may our thank- 
hearts now bleſs his holy name. 


I. 
ORD, I will thee extol, for thou 
haſt lifted ine on high, 
over me thou to rejoice 
a'lt not mine enemy. 


II. Thou 
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II. 
Thou, Lord, haſt brought my ſoul from hell, 
and thou the ſame didſt ſave 
From them, who in the pit do dwell 
quick'ning me from the Frave. 
III. 
O ye who have his mercy found 
ling praiſe unto the Lord, 
And give unto him thanks, when yoy 
his holineſs record. 
IV. 
For but a moment laſts his wrath, 
life in his favor lies, 
| Weeping may for a night endure, 
at morn doth joy ariſe, 


AFTERNOON. of ge 
unto 

PSsALM XXXI. ye u 

do on 


This pſalm is made up of prayer and praiſe. Ti 
prophet prays for deliverance from fins and en 
mies, and he has a gracious anſwer, Thereur 
he encourages believers to follow his exampl 
calling upon them to admire the Lord's goodne! 
and to truſt in him at all times, and then the 

will always have reaſon to praiſe him. We he 
ſing the words aright, if we truſt to what ſeſus 
to us, our Saviour from fins and enemies, 2 
thereby we ſhall know how good God is. . 
we taſte how gracious he is, and bleſs him fort 
wonders, which he doeth for the children of 


I, Bd 


Cy F. 


5 K 
[JOW great's thy goodneſs which thou haſt 
laid up for thy children, 
nd wrought for them who truſt in thee 
before the ſons of men ! 
II. 
l praiſe and thanks be to the Lord 
for he hath magnify'd 
is wondrous love to me, within 
a city fortify'd. 
III. 
love the Lord all ye ſaints, 
becauſe the Lord doth guard 
he faithful, and he plenteouſly 
proud doers doth reward. 
IV. 
of good courage, and he ſtrength 


unto your heart ſhall ſend, 
e whoſe hope and confidence 
do on the Lord depend, 


2 
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Aſh-Wedneſday: 
PsALu XXXII. 


There are none truly humbled for fin, but pardoned 
finners. . A ſenſe of fin unpardoned hardens the 
heart and nurſes unbe lief; but the feeling of fin 
in the believing ſoul melts the heart and make; 
it truly contrite. Then ſin is confeſſed aright. 
Then God is glorified for the free forgivenels of 
it. His boundleſs mercy is more prized in the 


growing ſenſe of the exceeding finfulneſs of ; 
which is followed with more hatred to it 9 ,, 
more victory over it. Of theſe the prophet ſweet! Ie 
fings in this pſalm. David here deſcribeth th * 


bleſiedneſs of the man, unto whom the Lord im 
puteth righteoafnefs without works. He is : 
bleſſed man indeed. May we know it, and ing , 
of this mercy to day with thankful hearts, ad 
miring the exceeding riches of the grace of Ge 
in his kindneſs to us through Chrift Jeſus, 


| CL 
HE man is bleſt whoſe wickedneſs 
the Lord forgiven hath, 


And he whoſe fin is likewiſe hid nat! 
and cover'd from his wrath. ot 
1 | 
Bleſt is the man to whom the Lord ng de 
imputeth not his ſin, wich 
And in whoſe ſoul there is no guile, ecaule 
nor fraud is found therein. lis . 
III. 


"by t 
lhe he 
beir he 
Nis br 
i 


Ye righteous in the Lord be glad, 
in him do ye rejoice, 

All ye who upright are in heart 
for joy lift up your voice, 


L 27 J 
The firſt Sunday in Lent. 
Psatu XXXUIL 


believers are called upon by the holy Spirit in this 
triumphant hymn to praiſe Immanuel for his word, 
and works, By his word he ſpake, and all things 


py were made: By the {ame word he commands and 
one al! things ſuhſiſt, for they all ſerve him. His will 
tin *, , * * 1 . 
"8 mighty, whether in bis word or work. Happy, 
= thrice happy they, who believe his word of grace, 
enn and truſt according to it, that all things are work - 
EY ing together for their good. Iheſe are the righte- 
Un ous, who are called upon to ſing this pſabm with 
. thankful hearts, May we be in their number. 
4 in My the Lord the Spirit give us reaſon to day to 
8 Pirit 8 þ 
y «av 7 


leis and praiſe our God tor his precious love to 
our louls. 
N ; 
E righteous in the Lord rejoice, 
it is a ſeemly ſight, 
hat upright men with thankful voice 
ould praife the Lord of might. 
II. . 
ng to the Lord with a new fong, 
vita courage give him praiſe: 
ecaule his word is ever true, 
his works and all his ways. 
3 
rby the word of God alone 
the heav'n's above were wrought, 
deir hoſts and pow'rs every one 
us breath to paſs hach brought. 
10909! LV. What 


[ls 


* 
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.. 
What he commanded done it was 


at once with utmoſt ſpeed; ay 
What he doth will is brought to paſs YA 
with full effect indeed. * 
V. 
The councils of the heathen folk ett 
the Lord doth bring to nought, fil! 
He doth defeat the multitude * 
of their device and thought: only 
VI. 
But his decrees continue ſtill, 
and ſtand for ever ſure, 
The motions of his mind and will 
from age to age endure, 
X e prop 
PSALM XXXIII. rd, ; 
e her 
the 
| J. odnef 
LESSED are they to whom the Lord Wn: for 
B as God and guide is known, taſte 
Whom he doth chooſe of mere accord on 
to take them for his own. * 


>, II. 

- Behold, on thoſe who do him fear 
the Lord doth ſet his eye, 

Ev'n thoſe who on his mercy do 
with confidence rely, _ 


III. Whet 
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III. 
herefore our ſoul doth whole depend 
on God our ſtrength and ſtay, 
le is our fhteld us to defend 
and keep all ill away. 
IV. 
let thy mercy gracious Lord 
ſul] preſent with us be, 
we deſire with one accord 
only to truſt in thee. 


AFT ERNO ON . 
Psalu XXXIV. 


e prophet being in great danger called upon the 
rd, and he heard and anſwered his petitions: 
e here ſings of his deliverance, and calls upon 
the redeemed to join in praifing God for his 
dodneſs, and for the wonders which he hath 
,0r0 re for them and for their ſalvation. Whoever 
s taſted that the Lord is gracious has the ſame 
ect of praiſe, and may he find his thankful- 
els increaſe, while he is with his lips aſcribipg 
him all his glory, May every heart 1ejoice, 
d make ſweet melody to the Lo d, while we 
offering up our ſacrifice of praiſe. 


; 
ll give thanks unto the Lord, 
and bleſs his name always, 
mouth alſo for evermore 


ul ſpeak unto his praiſe, 


1 


II. 
T do delight to laud the Lord 
in heart in ſoul and voice, 
That humble men may hear thereof 
and with me may rejoice, 
| III. 
Therefore ſee that ye magnify 
with me the living Lord, 
Let us exalt his holy name 
always with one accord : 


IV, 
For I myſelf beſought the Lord, 
he anſwer'd me again, 
And me deliver'd ſpeedily 
from all my fears and pain, 
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The ſecond Sunday in Lent, 
PsaLm XXXIV, 


J. 
HE angel of the Lord doth pitch 
| his tent in ev'ry place 

pave all thoſe, who do him fear 

that nothing them deface. 

II. 

alt and ſee that God 1s good; 

No truſts in him is bleſt. 

ir God, his ſaints : none that him fear 
hall be with want oppreſt. 

11. 

e lions young may hungry be; 
nd they may lack their food; 

they who truly ſeek the Lord 

all not lack any good. 

IV. 

troubles which afflict the juil 
number many be, 4 
yet at length out of them all 

e Lord doth ſet him free. 


P3AlM 


E 
Ps ALM XXXVI. 


This pſalm treats of the corruption of the wicke; 
particularly of their enmity to the Lord and t5þ 
ways, and then deſcribes the ſpecial loving kind 
neſs of the Lord to his Chriſt and to his peop! 
The inſtances of this here given contain ger 
bleſſing of earth and heaven—ſuch as, ſafety 
believers under the protection of bis covenan 
love—a moſt abundant provifion made in his hoy 


for their ſpiritual food, yea for their {piritual by 0 þ 
quet—light and life flowing from the oniy f. * 
tain of both to their ſouls—and theſe bleſſn 
ſecured perfectly and for ever to all who partd 
GPa by true faith, 
O What a ſubject is here of praiſe! May the h 
Spirit apply thoſe precious promiſes atte!}: to 
hearts. We ſhould ſing of them with joy in! 
lieving. All within us ſhould bleſs the J. or 
making ſuch promiſes, and we ſhould wait .“ 
his fulfilling them this day. May we in fing ting 
experience his faithfulneſs, and taſt ſome of AT ; 
loving kindneſs to out own fouls. bs of 
813 D a 
E chur 
; I. ; embers 
HY mercy 1s above all things, Pater 
O Lord it doth excell, b prom 
In truſt whereof under thy wings big 
the ſons of men ſhall dwell: 0 2 
II. trong 


They with the fatneſs of thy houſe nd it 
ſhall be well ſatisfy'd, mA 

From rivers of thy pleaſures thou 8 
wilt drink for them provide. 


III. Bec 
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III. 

cauſe of Iife the fountain pure 
remains alone with thee: 
nd in that pureſt light of thine 
we clear y light ſhall fee. 

: IV. 
om ſuch as do acknowlege thee 
thy grace ſhall not depart, 
iy righteouſneſs thou wilt extend 
to men of upright heart. 


AFTERNOON. 


Ps ALM XXXVII. 


13a ſweet pſalm, full of motives to encourage 
ating in the Lord, with promiſes of afliſtance 
anit all oppoſition, and of the deſtruction of all 
emies, be they ever ſo proſperous for a time. 
is pſalm has been fulfilled in the great head of 
e church, and it is daily fulfilling in all his 
embers, They truſt in him, and are never dif- 
p.ated, They find him faithful to his word 
i promiſe, He requires great truſt, and he en- 
#5 toit: For he giveth great grace. May we 
2aty his faithfulneſs this day. The words 
de ſung require ſtedfaſt reliance upon him. O 
trong faith, that we may realize the pſalm, 
and it made good to us. May we make me- 
with our hearts, as well as our lips finging 
the Lord. 


3 I. IN 


— ̃¶ ͤ] 


224 


I. 
N God ſet all thy heart's delight 
and look what thou would'ſt have, 
Or elſe canſt wiſh in all the world PH 
thou need*ſt 1t not to crave: 
Caſt both thyſelf and thine affairs 
on God wich perfect truſt, 
And then thou thalt with gladneſs fee 
th' effect both ſure and juſt, 
II. 
Reſt in the Lord and patiently 
wait for him: Do not fret 
For him who, proſp'ring in his way, 
ſucceſs in fin doth get: 
For ev'ry wicked man will God 
moſt certainly deſtroy ; 
But ſuch as truſt in him are ſure 
the land for to enjoy. 
III. 
For yet a little while and then 
the wicked ſhall not be, 
His place thou ſhalt conſider well 
yet it thou ſhalt not ſee; 
But by inheritance the earth 
the meek ones ſhall poſſeſs: 50 
They alſo ſhall delight hemſclves ine wy 
in an abundant peace. 
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The third Sunday in Lent. 


P8aLmu XXXVII. 


J. 
HE Lord the juſt man's ſteps doth guide 
and all his ways doth bleſs, 
oev'ry thing he takes in hand 
God giveth good ſucceſs: 
ho' he do fall, yet he is ſure 
not utterly to fink : | 
r God upholds him with his hand 
and from him will not ſhrink: 
IT. 
r the ſalvation of the juſt 
b from the Lord above, 
in the time of their diſtreſs 
heir ſtay and ftrength doth prove: 
d evermore delivers them 
rom bad men and unjuſt, 
ſtill will fave them, therefore they 
him do put their truſt. 


PSALd XXXIX. 


prophet here conſidering the ſhortneſs of life 
lies to be acquainted with it more practically, 
order that he may not be buſy about periſhing 
ings and forget eternal, but may keep his faith 
hope fixed on God, This is our one buſineſs 
ime, May we have it well done. Our hope 
tered on God in Chriſt, and our hearts ready 
ave the world. O for a pilgrim's ſpirit! fo 
we ſing the words aright. May great grace 
Won us, that our affections may now be in 
en, and our convertation where Jeſus is ſit- 


t the right hand of God, 
I. MINE 
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I, 
"INE end, and meaſure of my dai * 
O Lord, unto me ihow, 00 
What is the ſame, that I thereby 01 
my frailty well may know. © 
II. fl 


Lo, thou my days an handbreadth mad 
mine age is in thine eve 
As nothing: Sure each man at beſt 
is wholly vanity. 
III. 
Sure each man walks in a vain how, 
they vex themſelves in vain: 
He heaps up wealth and doth not know 
to whom 1t ſhall pertain. 
VI. 
Therefore O Lord, what wait I for? 
what help do I deſire ? 
Truly my hope is ev'n in thee, 
I thee alone require. 


AFTERNOON. 


aw XI 


This pſalm is a prayer made in great trouble, od 
ing ſeaſonable grace to bear it with patienc Ca 
then keeping down murmuring with the! 
promiſed deliverance, waiting with faith 
thould come. May we thus behave in ever) 
We always ſtand in need of the light of God 
ſence with us, and the truth of his prom! 


ON 


le," 
tiene 
the Þ 
Faith v 
ever) 
31 God 
omiles 
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good to us: Theſe we ſhould pray for without 
ceaſing, and pray for them in order to keep up 
conſtant communion with God, which may be 
our ſupport under our miſeries, and may be the 
crown of all our comforts. Let us make the words 
our own, not doubting, but that he who has ful- 
filled them thouſands of times will now hear and 
anſwer our prayer of faith, 


I. 

z Lord, ſend out thy light and truth 
and lead me with thy grace, 

Which may conduct me to thy hill, 

and to thy dwelling place, 


II. 
hen ſhall I to thine altar go 
with joy to worſhip there, 
d with my heart give thanks to thee, 
0 God, my God moſt dear, 

III. 
j art thou then caſt down my ſoul? 
hat ſhould diſcourage thee? 
(why with vexing thoughts art thou 
uquieted in me ? 

IV. 

truſt in God, for him to praiſe 
bod cauſe I yet ſhall have, 
of my perſon is the health, 
ly God who doth me ſave. 


The 


This is a ſong of triumph, in which beljevers hi; 


4 228 J 
The fourth Sunday in Lent. 
Psatrm XLVI. 


made Ged in Chriſt their refuge find themſeht 
ſite from all enemies and dangers. Their Go 
himſelf has put theſe words into their mout! 
that they may truſt, and not be afraid: For whe 
he is their ſtrength, what ſhould ſhake their co 
ſilence? The ſinging of this pſalm has fill 
many guilty fears, and has relieved many achii 
hearts, When any bad news was related to Luth 
he ned to ſay—Come, let us ſing the forty-fix 
piaim, and fear nothing. It is indeed a divi 
antidote againſt the greateſt fears. May we 
perience its truth and power by mixing faith w 
it to-day. May we ſo ſing, our hearts join 
with our tongues, as to find no reaſon to | 
from any quarter. 


I. 
E- OD is our refuge and our ftrengti 
Jin ftrants a prefent aid; 

Therefore altho? the earth remove 
we will not be afraid. 

II. 
Tho? hills amidſt the ſea be caſt, 
tho? waters roaring make 
And troubled be, yea tho? the halls 
by ſwelling ſeas do ſhake. 

III; 
Our God who is the Lord of holls 
is ſtill upon our ſide, 
The God of Jacob our refuge 
for ever will abide, 


L 229 J 


IV. 
To Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, 
eternal glory be, 
fs was, and 1s, and ſhall be ill, 
to all eternity, 


PS ALM XLIX. 


his pſalm has a moſt ſolemn preface, calling for 
l the attention of all mankind. The truth to be 
Vit popoſed 3 is equally intereſting to all ſorts and con- 
ditions of men. It is this—No man can by any 
means redeem another; for if he be ever ſo rich 
or great he cannot pay the leaſt farthing for the 
unſom of his own ſoul, Chriſt, and Chriſt alone 


h able to pay the full redemption price to infinite 
voin ettice, and he has paid it. O moſt bleſſed truth! 
to chat believe find redemption through his 


= They are led to renounce every hope 
ut in his atonement, and it is their earneſt de- 
en do love the Lord Redeemer with growing 
Wy Kaden May this be our happy caſe. May 
e believe in his redemption, and bleſs him and 
miſe him for it this day with joyful lips, and 
unkful hearts. 


I. 
EAR this all people, and give ear, 
All in the world that dwell, 
Low and high, both rich and poor, 
ly mouth ſhall wiſdom tell, 
II, 
Ker they be that in their wealth 
Er confidence do pitch; 
boaſt themſelves, becauſe they are 
me exceeding rich; 


L 2 III. Vet 


5 E 7 


III. 
Vet none of theſe his brother can 
redeem by any way, 
Nor can he unto God for him 
ſufficient ranſom pay : 
IV.. 
His own ſoul's ranſom 1s too dear, 
paid by him it can't be, 
That ſtill he ſhould for ever live 
and not corruption ſee, 


AFTERtNDOQD TN: 
PSALM LVI. truſt 


The title of this pſalm is a good comment upon by 4 
It runs thus—“ To the beloved who prevail 
« over the oppreſſion of the congregation Pod'; 
« ſtrangers, a pſalm to be engraved upon his mi 0 L. 
« when the Philiſtines held him faſt in Gat 
Hence the prophet takes occaſion to (peak no 
oppreſſion of the beloved Jeſus from the co hat 


racy of Jews and Gentiles, of his confidence 
victory from the word and promiſe of ch 
and of his obtaining it. Every believer ma) 
pect the ſame victory, and plead it upon thel 
promiſe; Becauſe Jeſus Chriſt conquered, e 
a private perſon, but as a ſurety for all his pet 
His victory was theirs. O that we may, 
ſin or Satan, or wicked men riſe up again! 
put honor upon his word, By truſting in! 
ſhall infallibly find it fulfilled : Yea, we f 
Joice in it, as they that find great ſpoil. 
we praiſe him to-day for his word and fall 
neſs, and ſing of them as of a foundation, \ 
cannot poſſibly fail thoſe who build upon 1 
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I. 
AVE mercy, Lord, on me I pray, 
for man would me devour; 
He fighteth with me day by day 
and troubleth me each hour, 
II. 
My foes do daily enterpriſe 
to ſwallow me outright, 
o fight againſt me many riſe, 
O thou moſt high of might. 
III. 
hen they would make me ſore afraid 
with boaſts and brags of pride, 
truſt in thee alone for aid 
by thee I will abide: 
IV. 
0d's promiſe I do greatly praiſe, 
O Lord, I truſt to thee, 
0 not care nor fear at all 
wat fleſh can do to me. 
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Fifth Sunday in Lent. 
PsAaLM LVI. 


A 
J. 
HEN I do call upon thy name 
my foes away do ſtart, 
From hence I plainly do perceive 
that God doth take my part. 
II. 
J glory in the word of God, 
to praĩſe it I accord, 
With joy I will declare abroad 
the promiſe of the Lord, 
III. 
I truſt in God the Lord and ſay 
as I before began, 
'The Lord is my ſure help and ſtay, 
do not fear for man. 


PS ALM LVI 
. to flec 
WILL perform with heart moſt free Bi #4 «4 
my vows to God always, lie gloy 
And I, O Lord, all times to thee on 
will offer thanks and praiſe: 
II. 


For thou haſt brought my foul from de 
and thou wilt ſtill ſecure 
The life thou freely haſt preſery'd, 


and make my footſteps ſure, "mi 


* 


. 


III. 
That thus protected by thy pow'r 
may thy light enjoy, 
And in the praiſes of my God 
my endleſs days employ. 


bd 
0 X ”"*. 
— — 


AF TERNODON, 
PS ALM LVII. 


This pſalm is a prayer made in great trouble and in 
great faith. The prophet flees to the mercy and 
truth of God for ſafety and finds it. He there- 
von bleſſes the Lord, and with enlarged heart 
praiſes and magnifies his great deliverer. Man 
is born to trouble. There is no eſcaping it. But 
J*\us changes its nature, and turns it into a blet- 
ng. When fin, the cauſe of trouble, is pardon- 
ed, and the conſcience is at peace with God, then 
al things work together for good. A ſcriptural 
perſuaſion of this fets the heart at liberty, and the 
exp*rience of it excites inward and outward me- 
olg. May the Spirit of love enable us in faith 

to fee to our God for refuge in every time of need, 
free by then we ſhall fing of his mercy and truth to 
bis glory and to our comfort. May theſe end- * 
uſwered by our ſongs of praiſe this day. 


EY 


CCC 


LY 


r 


J. 
JE merciful to me, O God, 

thy mercy unto me 

o thou extend: Becauſe my ſoul 


doth put her truſt in thee; 
L 4 II. Yea, 
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II. 
Vea, in the ſhadow of thy wings 
my refuge I will place, 
Until theſe ſad calamities 
do wholly overpaſs. 
III. 
My prayer I will cauſe to aſcend 
unto the Lord moſt high, 
To God, who doth all things for me 
perform molt perfectly. 
IV. 
From heav'n he ſhall ſend down, and me 
from their reproach defend, 
Who would devour me; God his truth 
and mercy forth * ſend. 


Be thou exalted very high 
above the heav'ns, O God, 

And let thy glory be advanc'd 

o'er all the earth abroad. 
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Sunday next befire Eafter. 


Ps ALM LVII. 


I. 
V heart is ſet to bleſs the Lord 
in him to joy always, 
ly heart would ever well accord 
to ſing his glorious praiſe. 
II. 
mong the people I will tell 
the goodneſs of my God, 
nd new his praiſe that doth excel] 


in heathen lands abroad. 
III. 
iy mercy, Lord, is magnify'd 
a far as heav'n is high, 
ly truth as high as any ſtar, 
that ſhineth in the ſky. 
IV, 
thou exalt thyſelf, O God, 
tbove the heav'ns moſt bright, 
ited be thro? all the earth” 
lay glory and thy might, 


PsaLm LIX. 


t ſubject is the ſame with the foregoing pfalm. 
prayer —an aniwer—and thankfulneſs for the 
wer, Go, and do thou likewiſe, 
ui, Aſk and it ſhall be given. The promiſe 


Pray in 


L 5 cannot 


— * w_ — — 1 
— 


1 
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— 


. 
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cannot fail.—“ Call upon me in the time of 
« trouble, ſo I will hear thee, and thou ſhalt 
« glorify me.. May he get himſelf glory from 
us this day. 


T. tr 
1 that does our foes withſtand Ml © 
O Lord, doth come from thee, 
Thou art, O God, my help at hand 
an high tow'r unto me, 


II. 
The God of mercies plentiful 
' ſhall me with good prevent, 
My God on thoſe who envy me 
ſhall ſhew me his intent. 


III. 
Of thy great pow 'r I'll ſing aloud, 
at morn thy mercy praiſe, 
For thou to me my refuge waſt 
and tower in troublous days. 


IV. 
O God, thou art my ſtrength, I will 
ſing praiſes unto thee, 
For God is my defence, a God 
of mercy unto me. 


Psatm LX. 


This is a prayer made in faith, It was heard, 
anſwered. In every diſtreſs we ſhould take 
lame method. We ſhould flee to God for te 


1 


and we ſhould always find him a very preſent help. 
1 His promiſes in Chriſt cannot fail, What he 
it hath ſpoken in his holineſs, he will infallibly 
n fulfill: And we put honor upon his word, when 
we ſo rely upon it as to triumph, becauſe of its 
truth. May we ſing in this faith, not doubting 
but it ſhall' be done unto us according to what our 


0 God hath promiſed. 


I, 

O ſuch, O Lord, as fear thy name, 
a banner thou doit ſhew, 
That they may triumph in the ſame, 
becauſe thy word 1s true, 
II. 

hat thy beloved people may 
deliver'd be from thrall, 
re with the pow'r of thy right hand 
and hear me when I call, 


III. 
re aid. O Lord, and us relieve 
from them who us diſdain, 
e help which hoſts of men can give 
i; all but weak and vain. 

IV. 
tthro* our God we ſhall have might 
otake great things in hand; 
will tread down and put to flight 
U thoſe who us withſtand. 
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Good Friday. 


All 

Ps ALM XXII. { 

The 

This pſalm treats of the ſufferings of Chilſt, an 40 

of the glory which ſhould follow, by the ſpread 

ing of his goſpel, and by the ſetting up of h = 

kingdom in the hearts of his willing people This 

Every circumſtance here mentioned has ha it We 

. accompliſhment in the perſon of Chriſt, as et! 

new teſtament has infallibly proved, and the re þ 

is receiving its accompliſhment in the preachin , 
of the goſpel, and thereby bringing ſinners tab 

lieve in a crucified Jeſus, ben 

Whoever has found redemption in the blood of in 

lamb will this day adore and bleſs him, Here Race 

the ſubject of the day indited by the holy Spi 8 

in proper words. Faith in Jeſus will enable my 


to apply them, and lead us to adore, with ll! 
redecmed in earth and heaven, him that lo 
us and waſlied us from our fins in his own blo 
and hath made us kings and prieſts to God 1 
the Father: to him be glory: for ever and & 
Amen let every creature ſay, Amen. 


T. 1 
God, my God, wherefore doit ti 
forſake me utterly, nd fo, 
And helpeſt not, when 1 do make tw 
my great complaint and cry ? 


II. 
All day, my God, to thee I cry, 
yet am not heard by thee, 
And in the ſeaſon of the night 
I cannot ſilent be. 


— 
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III. 
All that me ſee, laugh me to ſcorn, 
ſhoot out the lip do they, 
They nod and ſhake their heads at me, 
and mocking they do fay, 
IV. 
This man did truſt in God that he 
would free him by his might, 
Let him deliver him, ſince he 
had in him ſuch delight. 
\ 
hen, Lord, depart not now from me 
in this my preſent grief, 
vice I have none to be my help 
my ſuccor and relief, 


PSALM XXII. 


J. 
Y garments they divided have 
in parts among them all, 
Ind for my veſture they caſt lots 
to whom it ſhould befall. 
II. 
terefore, I pray thee, be not far 
from me at my great need, 
nt rather ſince thou art my ſtrength 
to help me, Lord, make ſpeed. _ 


III. Then Yu 
WW. 

p me 

a 


C 240 


III. 
Then mall I to my brethren all 
thy majeſty record, 
And in the church ſhall praiſe the name 
.of thee the living Lord. 


18 1: 
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| AFTERNOON. 25 
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Our tr 

PSALM XXII. ment 

reſurr 

J. dom, 

\ \ TITHIN the congregation great birt 
my praiſe ſhall be of thee, of it f 

My vows before them who him fear titude, 
tall be perform'd by me. 3 
eve ( 


IT. 
The meek ſhall eat and ſhall be fill'd, 
they alſo praiſe ſhall pive 
Unto the Lord, who do him ſeek: 
your heart ſhall ever live. 
| III. 
The coaſts of all the earth ſhall praiſe 
the Lord, and ſeek his grace; 
The heathen folk ſhall worſhip all 
before his glorious face. 


Iv. 
The kingdom of the heathen folk 
the Lord ſhall have therefore, 
And he ſhall be their governor 
and king for evermore. 
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Eafter Sunday. 


Psaum CXVIII. 


u is a day big with wonders. Chriſt the Lord 
is riſen. He has put away fin, has ſubdued Satan, 
and death, and all our enemies, and we are met 
to ſhare with him in his victories. Here is an 
Eaſter hymn, to be ſung with thankſgiving to 
our triumphant Jeſus. It treats, as the new teſta- 
ment abundantly ſhews,. of his ſufferings, his 
reſurrection, and of his entrance into his king- 
dom, whereby he became the head ſtone of the 
corner, uniting both Jews and Gentiles into one 
ſpiritual building. I have ſelected a paſſage out 
of it for the preſent exerciſe of our faith and gra- 
itude, Its ſenſe is fixed by our Lord and his 
apoſtles. If we underſtand it as they did, and be- 
lere Chriſt to be rifen for our juſtification, we 
cannot but bleſs him, and praiſe him this day, 
reckoning ourſelves to be dead indeed unto ſin, 
but alive unto God in Jefus Chriſt our Lord. 
May we ſing with hearts alive to him, triumph- 
Ing in his complete and eternal ſalvation, 


I. 
HE ſtone which formerly among 
the builders was refus'd, 
ow become the corner ſtone 
and chiefly to be us'd. 
II. 
s was the mighty work of God, 
t was the Lord's own fact, 
Lit is wondrous to behold 
s great and noble act. 


III. This 


3 
III. 
This is the joyful day indeed 
which God himſelf hath wrought, 
Let us be glad and joy therein, 
in voice in heart and thought. 


IV. 
Thou art my God I will confeſs it w 
and render thanks to thee, whe 


Thou art my God and I will praiſe 
thy mercy towards me, 


PS ALM XVI. 


The words of the pſalm, which follow, are ſhokenb 
Chriſt in faith of his riſing from the dead, and th 
are applied in this ſenſe by the apoſtle Peter:! 
quotes them Acts ii. as a proof of its not be. 
poſſible that Chriſt ſhould be holden of deat 
Since Chriſt the firſt fruits is riſen, ſo are; 
who believe in him riſen already from the gra 
of fin, and they ſhall riſe one day from the gra 
of death, when the laſt enemy ſhall be deſtroy 


s pſal 
nent. 
ad his 


In this hope, which ſhould be full of glory andi [2 : 
mortality, they ought to praiſe their riſen . * 
and in their ſongs to bleſs him to day and fore erally 
4. Ve are 

I SET the Lord ſtill in my fight meh th 
and truſt him over all, es ten 


For he doth ſtand at my right hand, 
therefore I ſhall not fall. 


3 HE 
Becauſe of this my heart was glad 4 
and joy ſhall be expreſt, p par 


Ev'n by my glory : and my fleſh 
in confidence ſhall reſt, 1.7 
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III. 
Thou wilt not leave my ſoul in hell, 
becauſe thou loveſt me, 
lor yet will give thy holy one 
corruption for to ſee; 

1 
ut wilt ſhew me the path of life, 
where there 1s joy in ſtore, 
nd where at thy right hand there are 
pleaſures for-evermore. 


AFTERNOON. 


PSALM XVIII. 


s pſalm is applied to Chriſt in the New Teſta- 
nent, It treats of his death, his reſurrection, 
ad his kingdom. The title explains it all: for it 
ws, the pſalm was ſpoken by Chriſt upon his 
ting delivered from the power of all his enemies, 
eig from the power of the grave. This has been 
00 "erally fulfilled in the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Neare remembring the fact to day. May it be 
ih thankful faith. May the ſinging of theſe 
zes tend to excite and improve it. 


ſtroy 


andi 


I, | 
HE pangs of death did compaſs me 
and bound me ev'ry where, 
foods of the ungodly men 
put me in great fear. 
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II. 
The ſorrows and the bonds of hell 
were round about me ſet, 
And for my lite there was prepar'd 
a deadly trapping net. 
III. 
I thus beſet with pain and grief 
did pray to God for grace, 
And he forthwith heard my complaint 
out of his holy place, 
IV. 
He to a place where liberty 
and room was, hath me brought, 
Becauſe he took delight in me 
he my deliv'rance wrought. 


Eaſter [i Zonday. 
PS ALM II. 
St. Jerom ſays 


Apoſtles, He and his beloved brother P 
quoted it ſeveral times. It contiſts of three 
according to which I have divicved it. 


Firſt, it deſcribes the oppolition, which the K 
with trom the 
ones of the world, and which would cert 
bring deſtruction upon their on heads: 
Herod, and Pontius Pilate and the people dl 


Joon of Chrit ſhould meet 


ews found it : For 


Secondly, Chriſt is in the Godhead omnipoten} 
but as God-man he had all po"? 
ted to him by th 


eternal, 
heaven and earth commit 
- cree of the ever- bleſſed Trinity, which 190% 
upon his reſurrection. 


, he malt de A very bo! man,! 
would ra to give any other in terprota 1010108 
plalm, than Peter has done in the Acts of 


Then as King- mes 


he 1 
ene 
Third! 
Soy! 
him 
roya 
of th 
tion, 
the | 


ſecti. 
at t] 


grade 


Lord 


* 


17 N ö 
8 by 0 
a th 


he K. 
con! 
gain! 
who! 


hall v. 
let a] 
nd of 
let u: 


but Go 
and f 
Woes th 


he was ſeated a prieſt on his throne, until all his 
enemies, death itſelf, be made his footſtool. 

Thirdly, It being in vain to oppoſe ſuch an almighty 
Sovereign, kings and people are called upon to do 
him homage, to kiſs the Son and truſt in his 
royal care and love: Becauſe all ſuch are bleſſed 
ef the Lord. ü 

This plalm ſhould be ſung with faith in his reſurrec- 
tion, that being riſer: vith him we may ſhare in 
the bleflings of his kingdom and glory, Our af- 
ſections ſhould delight to be, n is ſitting 


at the right hand of God, and we ſhould with 
grateful hearts acknowlege our ſubjection to our 
Lord and king. 


[XJ HY did the Gentiles tumults raiſe 


what rage was in their brain? 
Thy do the people ſtill contrive 
a thing that is but vain? 
II. 
„be kings and rulers of the earth 
conſpire, and are all benc 
irainit the Lord, and Chrilt his Son, 
whom he among us ſent. 
| III. 
an we be bound to them, ſay they, 
etc all their bonds be broke, 
a of their doctrine and their law 
aii let us reject the yoke. 
IV. 
ut God who fits enthron'd on high 
oF 20d fees how they combine, 
„eee their conſpiring ſtrength defy 
"IF and mocks their vain deſign. 


Eafler 
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Eaſter Tuęſday. 


Ps ALM II. 


Gn in his 3 - Chat! reprove 


their pride and ſcornful way, 
And in his fury trouble them 
and unto them ſhall ſay, 


IT. 
Tho' madly you oppoſe my will 
the king whom 1 ordain, 
Whoſe throne is ſixt on Sion's hill 
ſhall there ſecurely reign, 
III. 
% Attend, O earth, while I declare 
«© God's uncontroul'd decree, 
% Thou art my Son, this day my heir 
« havel MEARS thee. 


4 Aſk and receive thy full demands 
«« thine ſhall the heathen be, 

« The utmoſt limits of the lands 
% ſhall be poſſeſt by thee.“ 
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Wedneſday in Eaſter Week, 


PsALM II. 


J. 
EE that ye ſerve th* anointed Lord, 
1) rulers and kings with fear, 
ee that with rev'rence ye rejoice, 
when ye to him draw near, 
II. 

e that ye homage pay and kiſs 
the Son withour delay, 
alt in his wrath ye ſuddenly 
periſh from the right way. 

III. 
once his wrath but little ſhall 
be kindled in his breaſt, 
en only they who truſt in him 
hall happy be and bleſt. 


= 
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Fir Sunday after Eaſter, prely 
| on ( 
PsaLm LXII. om 


NON: 


The prophet here reſts his ſoul upon God. Heh 
been in the foregoing pſalms making many prayet 
and in this he declares his perfect confidence inb 
ing heard and anſwered. In this faith he de% 
his enemies, and excites himſelf to continue wal 
ing upon God. He vejects all creature ſupport 
and relies wholly upon the power of the Almight 
"This is a moſt bleſſed leſſon for us. May we lei 
it of him, who has practiſed it, and sh al 
can teach it, even our great prophet. By | 
word, and by his Spirit he can enable uz tot: 
him at all times and in all caſes. The Lord gt 
us this faith. The Lord increaſe it v here od 
given, that while we are now exerciſing it, enden 
may have freih reaſon to thank him f for it. 0 God 
an high ſong of faith to day. It would reden = 
much to the glory of a promiſe-keeping G " 
May he be greatly exalted, and then our ft 

will be greatly refreſhed, in ſinging this plair 


0 


e only 


« 
I ſha 


put y« 
ve fol 
Ur Out 
ur tr 


I, 
RULY my ſoul with waiting hope 
depends on God indeed, 
My ftrength and my ſalvation do 
from him alone proceed, | 
II, 0 
| He only my ſalvation is 
and my ſtrong rock is he; 
| He only is my {ure defence, 
+ much mov'd I ſhall not be. 
| 1 3 III. 8 
| 
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III. 
wely my ſoul doth whole depend 
on God my chief deſire, 
om ev'ry ill me to defend 
gone but him I deſire. 


PALM LXII. 


I, 
OD only my ſalvation is 
and my Hrong rock is he, 
eonly is my ſure defence, 
[ſhall not moved be. 
II. 
God my glory placed is 
and my ſalvation ſure, 
God the rock is of my ſtrength 
my refuge moſt ſecure, 
III, 
put your truſt in him alway 


je folk with one accord, 
ur out your hearts to him and ſay, 


bur truſt 18 1n the Lord, 
IV. 
Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt, 
ie God whom we adore, 
ory as it was, is now, 
ad ſhall be evermore, 
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AFTERNOON. 


PSALU LXII. 


BS 
URELY mean men are vanity, 
and great men are a lie; 
In ballance laid, they wholly are 
lighter than vanity. 
II. 
Truſt not in wrong and robbery, 
let vain delights be gone, 
Tho” riches in abundance flow. 
Set not your hearts thereon, 
III. 
-. God hath it ſpoken once to me, 
yea this I heard again, 
That pow'r unto Almighty God 
alone doth appertain. 
IV. 

Yea mercy alſo unto thee 
belongs, O Lord, alone: 
For thou according to his Work 

wilt reward ev'ry one. 


F 8 
The ſecond Sunday after Faſter. 
PS AUM LXIII. 


is pſalm contains the holy breatllinęs of the pro- 
phet after God and his ordinances. He thirſts for 
he means of communion with God, remember- 
ig what he had formerly found in them, and 
ſpecially being now deprived of them, he longs 
he more. May this appetite be ever keen in our 
ws, May we hunger and thirſt night and day 
fer growing fellowihip with God. If ever we 
al any taſt of its ſweetneſs, we ſhall then have 
key to the pſalm. Our experience will open it 
5, And may we find the deſires here expreſſed 
dur own breaſts. May we feel what the pro-. 
et did when he ſpake the words, and may we 
ethem to day to quicken the ſame deſires in all 
t hearts, 


J. 
60D, my God, I early ſeek 
to come to thee in haſt, 
bal and body both do long 
d thirſt of thee to taſt: 
II. 
in this barren wilderneſs 
ere waters there are none, 
ſh 1s parcht for thought of thee, 
thee I wiſh alone: 
: III. 
[thy pow'r may now behold, 
brightneſs of thy face, 
ave ſeen thee heretofore 
ln thy holy place. , 
M IV. Becauſe 
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| IV. 1 
Becauſe thy mercies far ſurmount fr 
this life and wretched days, In 
My lips therefore ſhall give to thee 
thine honor and thy praiſe. the 

| PSs ALM LXIII. 4 
I hy 


ORD, while IL live I will not fail 
to worſhip thee alway, 
And in thy name Iwill lift up 
my hands when I do pray. 
II. 
Zv'n as with marrow and with fat 
my mouth ſhall filled be, 
Then ſhall my mouth with joyful lips 
ling praiſes unto thee. 
III. quiti 
When I do thee upon my bed ig in 
remember wich delight, t as f 


And when on thee I meditate thou f. 
in watches of the night: 

IV. lis th 

In ſhadow ef thy wings I'll joy. ad ma 

for thou my help hail been; the v 


My ſoul thee follows hard, and me ell 
thy right hand doth ſuſtain. 


AFTERNOON. 


Pzater LXV. 
TheſuijeR of this divine hyran is prai.e+ 1. 
ſor Cod ia his Sion. The church wit v7 
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tim for pardoning fin, for bringing the pardoned 
inner near to him, and for ſatisfying him with lov- 
ing kindneſs. He will ever be glorified for his 
power to protect his church, and for his ble ſſings 
coxferred upon her, which are in the latter part of 
the pſalm compared to the fruitful influences of 
the rain and ſhining of the heavens upon the earth. 
The redeemed of the Lord know how to fing this 
hymn. Their praiſe is always due, and they wiſh 
topay it : They wait todo it at all times, but eſpe- 
cially when called upon in the great congregation. 
May we offer up our ſacrifice acceptably today,even 
the fruit of our lips, giving thanks unto his name. 


I, 
)RAISE waits for thee in Sion, Lord, 
to thee vows paid ſhall be, 
thou that hearer art of prayer, 
ip Wl! feſh ſhall come to thee, 
IT. 
quties I muſt confeſs 
wank me do prevail, 
tas for our rebellious fins 
ou ſhalt forgive them all. 
III. 
[t is the man whom thou doſt chooſe;, 
id mak*ft approach to thee, 
the within thy courts, O Lord, 
teller ſtill may be. | 
| IV. 
ſurely ſhall be ſatisfy'd 
th thine abundant grace, 
wth the goodneſs of thy houſe 
n thy moſt holy place. 
M 2 The 


ul 
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. tat 

The third Sunday after Eaſter, wy 
PsaLm LXV. 4 

tere 

: J. and 

Oo GOD our mighty Saviour 8. 
thou in thy righteouſneſs, bim 

By fearful works unto our prayers "as 
thine anſwer doſt expreſs: in jo 
II. at thy 


Therefore the ends of all the earth 
and thoſe afar that be 
Upon the ſea, their confidence 
will wholly place in thee, 
III. 
Who being girt with powꝰr ſets faſt dor 0 
by his great ſtrength the hills, 
Who noiſe of ſeas, noiſe of their waves, 
and people's tumults ſtills, 


The folk that dwell throughout the eat 
ſhall fear thy ſigns to ſee, 

Morning and ey'ning with great murth 
ſhall praiſes give to thee. 


Ps ALM LXXI. 


This is the prayer of a perſon in great diſtreſs," 
theleſs he places his perfect faith arid hope it 
ea he rejoices in the promiſes of deliver 
bows take this pſalm to be a plain prop 
Chriſt, in which his humiliation, and vv 


] 

rom and Auguſtine are 
of this opinion. The Syriac verſion calls it, © A 

« yrophecy of aſſion and reſurreQion of 
« Chrift,” Through faith in him we ſee our in- 
tereſt in this pſalm, and can fing of what he did 

and ſuffered, of what he was, and is, and is to 

vs, The promiſes already fulfilled to him, are in 

him yea, and in him amen to all his members. May 

ne üng with believing hearts, loving and bleſſing 

bim for all that he has done for us, and waiting 


in joyful hope for the glory that is to be revealed 
the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


[ 25 


tation are treated of. 


I. 
} LORD, my God, in all diſtreſs 
my hope is whole in thee, 
hen let no ſhame my ſoul oppreſs 
nor once take hold on me: 


II. 
ren let me in thy righteouſneſs 
hom thee deliv'rance have, 
ule me eſcape, incline thine ear 
to me, and me fave, 
III. 

ou my dwelling rock, to which | 
erer may reſort, 
bu gav'ſt commandment me to ſave, 
Ir thou*rt my rock and fort. 

TAS - 
me my God from wicked hands, 
nds cruel and unjuſt; 
thou, O Lord God, art my hope 
d from my youth my truſt, 
M 3 AFTER- 


nürth 
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AFTERNOON, 


Ps ALM LXXI. 


0 . 
T ORD, I with patient hope will wait 

L on thee continually, is pſa 
nd yet with praiſes more and more the pr 
I will thee magnity. prophe 
IL. | % [c 
'Thy righteouſneſs and ſalvation * 

my mouth abroad ſhall ſhow, preſſes 
Ev'n all the day; for I thereof Lund 
the numbers do not know; as 
| III. able ho 


And Iwill conſtantly go on 
in ſtrength of God the Lord, 
And thine own righteouſneſs, ev'n thing 
alone I will record. 
IV. 
My lips ſhall much rejoice in thee 
when I thy praiſes ſound, 
My ſoul which thou redeemed hat 


with joy ſhall much abound. 5 
et 


nine 
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The fourth Sunday after Eafters 


Ps ALM LXXIII. 


is pſalm treats of a great temptation, ariſing from 
the proſperity of the wicked; from which the 
prophet was delivered, by conſidering their end, 
bow ſoon they are cut down, and perith, whereas 
the righteous even in this life are happy in Cod, 
and moſt happy in him for ever. This he ex- 
preſſes for himſelf in the words before us. He 
bund God his portion. He was ſatisfied. He 
ws thankful, May we find the ſame. Truſting 
our bleſſed Jeſus, may we with ſome comfort- 
ale hope uſe the words for our own this day, 
ind may we ſo grow in faith, that when heart 
aul fleſh, and life fail us, we may find God the 
ength of our heart and our portion for ever. 


J. 
HAT thing is there, that I can wiſh 
but thee in heav'n above? 
, in the earth there nothing is 
ke thee that I can love. 
II, 
fleſh and ſpirit both do fail, 
but God will me reſtore: 
of my heart he is the ſtrength 
ud portion evermore. 
M 4 III. But 


— 
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III. 

But lo, all ſuch as thee forſake will 
thou ſhalt deſtroy each one, 4 
And thoſe who truſt in any thing 4 Ne 
except in thee alone, | ol. 
IV. = 

Therefore will 1 draw near to God, 10 
and ever with him dwell, 2 
In God alone I put my truit, 1 8 
his wonders J will tell. * 
Ps AL LXXVII. hou 2 
thy v 


The prophet here gives thanks to God for hea? 
his prayer, even when he had been tempted d 0 
queſtion, whether God had not ſhut his etz, thine 
would not vouchſate him a gracious anſwer, 
finds the tender mercies of his God ſtill the ſu 
And therefore he reſolves to me i'tare on 
wondrous works of Ged, and his dealing, 
the children of men, for the increaſe of tus! 
and for the exerciſe of his thankfulnels, 1 
is great encouragement to pray and praiſe, | 
this example ſtir up both. May we fing the vil chur 


in faith, and that will certainly gxcite gratis to 

We ſhall find the ears of our God open to ad efp 

our requeſts, and he will give us reafon tore th 

him, e aſe 

ery d: 

1. + 

1 WITH my voice to God did cry, Meet 
who lent a gracious ear, 


My voice | lifted up to God, 
and he my pray did hear, 
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II. 
will remember the great works 
performed by the Lord, 
de wonders done of old by thee 
I gladly will record, 


III. 
alſo will of all thy works 
my meditation make, 
nd of thy doings to diſcourſe 
great pleaſure I will take. 
IV. 
hou art a God who doſt ſhew forth 
thy wonders every hour, 
d ſo doſt make the people know: 
thine own almighty power. 


AFTERNOOM 
1 PSALM LXXIX. 


ſe 

* \ . . 
th * * 
grade 
— 

en 00 
' | 71 
1 0 3 


e church here is in great affliction, and God de- 
ys to help, This makes prayer more fervent, 
nd eſpecially for the pardon of thoſe ſins, which 
ere the cauſe of the preſent affliction. Every day 
ealk—forgive vs our treſpaſſes, &c : Becauſe 
fery day we want forgiveneſs, a freſh applica- 
on of the blood of ſpinkling, which having re- 
ved by faith then we can join in praiſing God 
the church here docs. May the ſame mercy 
kite in us the ſame gratitude z and may it be 
undant in our hearts this day to the glory of a 


b-iorgiving God. a 
M. 8: *- L HOW: 


Yy 


I. 1 
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I. 
How long, Lord, ſhall thine anger la 
wilt thou ſtill keep the ſame: 
And ſhall thy fervent jealouſy 
burn like unto a flame ? 
II. 
Againſt us mind not former ſins, 
thy tender mercies ſhow, 
Let them prevent us ſpeedily: 
for we're brought very low. 
III. 
For thy name's glory help us Lord, 
who haſt our Saviour been, 
Deliver us for thy name's ſake; 
O purge away our fin, 
IV, 
So we thy flock and paſture ſheep 
will praiſe thee evermore, | 
And teach all ages how to keep toned 
for thee like praiſe in ſtore, matter 


Wt 
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The fifth Sunday after Eaſter. 


Ps ALM LXXXIV. 


he prophet having taſted that the Lord is gracicus, 
here exprefles the fervent deſires of his heart aftet 
growing communion with him in the place and 
means of his appointment. He vehemently longs 
for public ordinances, and the divine preſence in 
them, arffing from the ſenſe he had of their hap- 
pineſs, who enjoyed thoſe privileges. He prays 
for the Meſſiah's ſake to be one of them. This is 
very delightful pſalm. It is adapted to all ages of 
the church, and expreſſes the ſentiments of true 
believers, eſpecially if for ſome time they have 
teen kept from the ordinances. Bleſſed be God 
fir the means of grace, and for his Spirit in them. 
May we find mare of his influence in them daily, 
While we ſing the words may he enable us to mix 
ith with them, ſe that every privilege here men- 
toned may be ours, and may become in experieret 
matter of praiſe, 


I. 
OW pleaſant is thy dwelling place 
O Lord of hoſts of me! 
e tabernacles of thy grace 
ow pleaſant Lord they be! 
II. 
thirſty ſoul longs veh'mently, 
a faints thy courts to ſee, 
ery heart and fleſh cry out, 
ling God for thee. 
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III. 
O they be bleſſed, who may dwel! 
within thy houſe always : 
For they all times thy facts do tell 
and ever give thee praiſe, 
. 
Yea, bleſſed ſure likewiſe are they 
whoſe ſtay and ſtrength thou art, 
Who to thy houſe do mind the way, 
and ſeck thee with their heart. 


Ps ALM LXXXIV, 


I. 
A they go through the thirſty vale 
they dig up fountains ſtill, 
That as a {ring it does appear, 
and thou their pools doſt fill. 


II. 
So they from itrength unwearied go 
{till forward unto ſtrength, 
Until in Sion they appear 
betors the Lord at length. 
III. 
O Lord of hoſts to me give heed 
and hearken to my cry, 
And let it come into chine ears 


O Jacob's God moſt high, 


11 


IV. 
0 God our ſhield of thy good grace 
look on me and draw near, 
hehold me in the lovely face 
of thine anointed dear. 


AFTERNOO N. 


PsaLu LXXXIV, 


I, 
3 LORD, within thy courts one day 


1s better to abide, 


Than other where to dwell or ſtay 
ie Wl thouſand days beſide: 


II. 
luch rather had I keep a door 


within the houſe of God, 
han in the tents of wickedneſs 
to ſettle mine abode. 
III. 
or God the Lord, our ſun and ſhield, 
vill grace and glory give, 
nd no good thing will he withhold 
from them who purely live. 
IV. 
Lord of hoſts that man is bleſt, 
and proſp'rous ſure is he, 
ho is perſuaded in his breaſt 
o truſt all times in thee, 


Afernſe » 
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Aſcenſion Day. 


PSALM XXIV. 


In this pſalm the holy Ghoſt by the mouth of Dayi 
deſcribes the Lord Chriſt, the maker of all world 
vifible and inviſible. He gives us the charactero Of g 
this univerſal king, as he was God manifeit in th wh 
fleſh: And then relates the fulfillment to him o 
every covenant engagement. After he had dran 
of the brook in the way his head was lifted up. Hi 
aſcended up on high leading captivity captive, and 
went with great triumph into his kingdom. Th we. 
is deſcribed in language warthy of the author an are | 
of the ſubject. I he ideas are truly ſublime, T yore 
king of glory is ſet forth in a manner ſuited to e on h 
cite the faith and to warm the affections of hi 
people. May the divine inſpirerof this hymn op 
our hearts to receive the king of glory, that » 
may be happy in ſinging his praiſes to-day and f 


Nis 5 


t9 ga 
he w 
ter, 
in th. 


ever. and f 

King. 

3 be 4 

E gates and everlaſting doors heart 

| lift up your heads on high, Gay w 

Then ſhall the king of glory come — 

ent'ring triumphantly. 22 

II. 

But who of glory is the king ? 4 U 
the mighty Lord 1s this, = 

Ev'n that ſame Lord, who great in mig be ny 

Vith 


and ſtrong in battle is, 5 


i... 


III. 
Ye gates and everlaſting doors 
lift up your heads on high, 
Then ſhall the king of glory come 
ent'ring triumphantly. 
IV. 
Who is the king of glory? who? 
n the Lord of hoſts renown'd, 
Of glory he alone is king, 
who 15 with glory crown'd. 


PsaLM XLVII. * 


Mis pſalm deſcribes the kingdom of Chriſt, which 
ruleth over all, Gentiles as well as Jews: for they 
are both here called upon to acknowlege his ſo- 
vereignty and to rejoice in it. He is aſcended up 
on high: he has all power in heaven and earth 
to gather together, and to protect his people, and 
he will give them reaſon to praiſe him forever and 
ever. This hymn was written to excite their joy 
inthe Lord, Every word contains matter of praiſe, 
and ſhould lead them to rejoice in their God and 
king. May we take up the hymn in faith, that as 
he is aſcended into the heavens, ſo we may alſo in 
heart and mind thither aſcend, and may dwell to- 
day with pure delight on the ſubject of his praiſes, 
jining all his redeemed in exalting, as highly as 
we can, the great king of heaven and earth, 


J. 
0 God aſcended up on high 
with ſhouts of joyful noiſe, 
lie Lord goes up above the ſky 
vith trumpets royal voice, 


II. Sing 
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II. 
Sing praiſes to our God, fing praile, 
ſing praiſes to our king, 
For God is king of all the earth, 
all ſkilful praiſes ſing. 
III. 
God o'er the heathen reigns and ſits 
upon his holy throne; 


The princes of the people have \ I 
themſelves join'd ev'ry one 
Iv. bn 


To Abram's people : For our God 1th 


who is exalted high, DE 
As with a buckler doth defend. rf * 
his church continually, mY 


mi g} 


la al 


he he, 
le ſy 
nd all 


under 


(31 


1 


Sunday after Aſcenſion Day, 


PSALM XLVII. 
See page 265. 


J. | 
E people all with one accord 

Y clap hands, ſhout and rejoice, 
be glad and ſing unto the Lord 
with ſweet and pleaſant voice, 

IT. 
or high he is and to be fear'd, 
his wonders manifold, 
mighty king he is likewiſe 
in all the world extoll'd, 

III. 
he heathen people under us 
ie {yrely ſhall ſubdue, 
nd all the nations he ſnall make 
under our feet to bow, 


(GLORIA PATRI, 


Psaim XCII, 


l pſalm deſcribes the kingdom of the Lord Chriſt, 
Iti: ſhort, but full; containing the praiſes of his 
ernment for its majeſty, power, and holineſs. 
tele are celebrated from ſome of his royal acts, 
ich as his eſtabliſhing the courſe of natuto, out of 
which 


JA 
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which it cannot be turned by any hand, but h. 
own, and his eſtabliſhing his church upon a rok 
againſt which let the multitude rage, and the ho 
of hell combine, yet ſhall they not prevail. H 
throne is from everlaſting, out of the reach of al 
oppoſition. His church ſhall find his teftimoxie 
faithful in every word, and he will according: 
his teſtimonies keep it by his mighty power, t 
it be perfected in holineſs for evermore. 
The ſubjeQs of this kingdom partakers of righteou 
neſs, peace and joy in the holy Ghoſt, are he: 
called upon to ſing the praiſes of their ſovereig 
Lord, It becometh them well to be thankfu 
Every expreſſion of gratitude is their privileg 
and the homage which he requires of them, N 
our hearts adore him and bleſs him, while 1 
utter his praiſes with our lips. O holy and ete 
nal Spirit glorify Jeſus in our ſongs this day, 


I 

T* Lord doth reign and cloath'd he 
with majeſty moſt bright, chi 

His works do ſhew him cloath'd to be, 
and girt about with might: o Pat] 
II, eG 
The Lord alſo the world hath made glory 
and formed it moſt ſure, and ſh 


No might can make it change its courle, 
at ſtay it doth endure, 
III. 

Or e'er the earth was made or wrought 
thy throne was ſet before, 
Beyond all time that can be thought 

thou haſt been evermore, 


7 
* 


AFT 


11 
AFTERNOON. 
PSALMd XCII., 


I, 
HE floods, O Lord, have lifted up, 
have lifted up their voice, 

he floods have lifted up their waves, 
and made a mighty noiſe; 

II. 
ut yet the Lord who is on high 
5 mightier by far, 
han noiſe of many waters is 
or greateſt billows are. 

III. 
hy teſtimonies ev'ry one 
in faithfulneſs excell, 
Ind holineſs for ever Lord 
within thine houſe doth dwell. 


IV. 
0 Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt, 
the God whom we adore, 
glory as it was, is now, 


and ſhall be evermore, 
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Whitſunday, 


PSALM XLVIII. 


This is a deſcription of the victory of Jeſus over a 
his enemies and ours. Having conquered fin, an 
the world, and Satan, and having triumphed glo 
riouſly over death and the grave, he aſcended» wit] 
high leading captivity captive, and he receive be f⸗ 
gifts for men, which he beſtowed upon the and 
abundantly on the day of pentecoſt. Then! 
demonſtrated that he was head over all thi-gst 
the church, by giving his miniſters every needf 
gift and grace of the holy Spirit to gather in kW vNto 
people, and to build them up in their moſt hol 
faith. Still his hand is not ſhortened, He hast and! 
ſame gifts for men, yea for the rebellious. M 

he beitow them on us this day. Lord, give ust 

Spirit; that he may teſtify of thee to us, and m 

glorify thee in us and by us. If he has indeed et 

abled us to receive thee by true faith, and wec 
call thee Lord by the holy Ghoſt, may he awak 
in us every grateful ſentiment, May we join wi 
all the church to day in bleſſing the Lord the Sp: 
for bringing us into fellowſhip with the Fatt 
and the Son. May he continue and increaſet! 
holy fellowſhip, till it be perfected in full ej 
ment of the Father's love in Jeſus, to whom 
all glory for eyer and ever, Amen, 


| J. 

12 T righteous men in God be glad 
let them before his ſight 

Be very joyful, yea let them 
rejoice with all their might. 
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II. 
o God ſing, to his name ſing praiſe, 
extoll him with your voice, 
ho rides on heav'n by his name Jah 
before his face rejoice, 
III. 
The ſame is he that is above 
within his holy place, 
he father of the fatherleſs 
and judge of widow's caſe, 
IV, 
buſes and iſſue both he gives 
unto the comfortleſs, | 
le brings the bondmen out of thrall 
and rebels to diſtreſs. 


PALM LXVIII, 


I, 

| HOU didſt, O Lord, aſcend on high 
and captive lead them all, 

[ho in time paſt thy choſen flock 

n bondage did enthrall, 


II. 
glad haſt received gifts for men 
ev'n for thine enemies, 
to the end that God the Lord 
night dwell with them likewiſe, 
III. Now 
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III. 
Now praiſed be the Lord for that 
he pours on us ſuch grace, 
From day to day he is the God 
both of our health and peace. 
IV. 
He is the God from. whom alone 
ſalvation we obtain, 
And to the Lord Jehovah ſhall 
death's iſſues appertain. 


this r 
amig 
AFTERNOON. be 
| kjoic 
Psa12 LXVIII. ou 
1 with 1 
O0 ALL ye kingdoms of the earth Way 
ſing praiſes to this king: ve m 

For he 1s Lord that ruleth all, _ 
unto ham praiſes ſing. hs 

IL 
To him that rides on heav'n of heay'ns, ) LC 
which he of old did found, 0 
Lo, he ſends out his voice, a voice twhic 
in might which doth abound, Wthir 
IL 
Therefore the ſtrength of Iſrael Lord, 
aſcribe to God on high, iro” 3 
Whoſe mighty power doth far extend Wd thy 
above the cloudy ſky. - * Liigh 
| * 
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IV. 
Cod for thy great holineſs 
thou'rt fear'd for evermore, 
he God of Iſr'el gives us ſtrength, 
let us his name adore. 


Whit/un Monday, 
PsaLm XLVIIE. 


this moſt glorious pſalm the church triumphs in her 
almighty Saviour. He puts his on beauty on her, 
gives her many invaluable privileges, keeps her 
lafe from all her enemies; but in this ſhe chiefly 
tejoices, that God is in the midſt of her, well- 
known to be a ſure refuge. This is alſo our ground 
of rejoicing to-day. The ſame Lord is ſtill preſent 
with us by his Spirit, and we now wait on him 
hoping to find him in his ho :ſe and ordinances. 
May his good Spirit help us to ſi g in faith. May 
ve m ke the words our own; ſo that while we 
praiſe our God for his preſence with his church,, 
de may give us freſh reaſon to praiſe him, 


. 
ns, ) LORD, we wait and do depend 
on thy good help and grace,, 
rwhich we do all times attend 
within thy holy place. 
IT. 

Lord, according to thy name 
tiro? all the 3 thy praiſe, 
(thy right hand, O Lord is full 
[righteouſneſs always. 

III. To 


nd 
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| III. 

To Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt, 
the God whom we adore, 
Be glory as it was, is now, 

and ſhall be evermore. 


Whit/un Tueſday. 
PSAL NH CXILIII. 


This is a prayer for the direction of the good Spiri 
of God in order to be ſtrengthened under the croſs 
and to be led and comforted in the way of obe 
dience. We want the ſame Spirit for the ſun 
purpoſes. May we aſk to-day in faith, notl: 
wavering. And when we make the words o 


own, ſinging them with a ſenſe of our tant! - * 
in necd of the influence of the holy Spirit eve 5 
moment, may we rely upon his faithfulneſ:, w! fy K 

put the words in our mouths, that he will fulf ſy 


them, and grant us our hearts deſire, 


| | FI 
EACH me the way that I ſhould wall R 
1 lift my ſoul to thee, 1 a 
Lord, free me from my foes: I flee * hol) 


to thee to protect me. bolt þ 
II. ; 
Thou art my God, thy righteous will try t 
inſtrutt me to obey, 13 ing 
Let thy good Spirit ſafely lead * = 
my ſoul in the 3 77 way. ch. 
II .* 


Revive and comfort me, O Lord, 
ev'n for thine own name's ſake, 
And do thou for thy righteouſneſs 
my ſoul from trouble take, 2 
Wins 
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Weane/aay in Whitſun Week, 
PSALM XLVI. 


this pfalm the church triumphs in her ſafety in aco- 
renant God, Believers have no reaſon to fear from 
any inward or outward troubles : Becauſe God is 
their refuge and ſtrength. And the grace of his 
Syirit, which comes through Chriſt, is always 
ready to help in every time of need. This grace is 
throughout the ſcriptures compared to water : For 
what water is to animal life, that is the holy Spi- 
fit to ſpiritual life. He refreſhes, comforts, makes 
gad the inhabitants of the city of God. He is al- 
ys preſent with them, almighty to help, and 
that right early, in the beR time, and in the beſt 
ny. May this river of the water of life revive 
ur hearts to day. While we are ſinging of its 
addening ſtreams may the holy Ghoſt give us 
by and peace in believing, 
I. 

RIVER is, whoſe ſtreams do glad 

the city of our God; 
e holy place wherein the Lord 
boſt high has his abode: 

„ 
in the midſt of her doth dwell 
thing ſhall her remove, 
Lord to her an helper will 
nd that right early prove. 
III. 

ather; Son and holy Ghoſt, 
e God whom we adore, 
ory as it was, is now, 
umall be evermore, 
N Trinity 


vill 
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Trinity Sunday, 


10 
t 
Ps ALM XLV. ver. 6. 7. eg 
an 
The pſ»1miſt in theſe words gives us a plain teſtimo 
for che per ſonality in the Godhead. The Fath 
ſpeaks to the Jon, and calls him God, yea, wh 
he bringeth his firſt-begotten into the world wh 
our nature, upon whom the holy Spirit is pourefMChri 
For the oil of gladneſs here mentioned '- Wt 
unction of the holy One, which Jeſus had u. nit; 
out meaſure, This oil was poured upon! the h Lord, 
of our great high prieſt, that it mis it low JdoffiMferp) aj 
to the ſkirts of his clonthing, and that the lo de S; 
of his members might partake of it. May ee 
partake of this unction to day. May the ly ther 
of wiſdom teach us che ſaving Kknowlege of Wi the e 
Father and of the Son, that by trulting 5 anh ot 


Son's ſalvation we may experience the Fate 
love, and may have fe lowſhip v/ith th etc; 
Three in grace and glory. Of this — e. 
to day with ſtedfaſt faith, and with rejoicing ore 


has b 

7 ,uſ; 

I. = tor h 

OR ever and for ever ts objeQ 

O God, thy throne of might how a 

The ſceptre of thy kingdom is A * 
Cho 

a ſceptre that is * 4 "Ps 

us will 

Thou loveſt right, = hateſt ill, and ha 


thee, God, thy God therefore 
Anointed hath with oil of joy 
thy fellows far before. 


F 
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III. 
ſo Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt, 
the God whom we adore, 
e glory as it was, is now, 
and ſhall be evermore. 


10 

1 Ps ALM CX. 

10 what was ſaid of this pſalm on the Sunday after 
ure chrinmas. The two firſt verſes give clear proof 


if the perſonality in the Godhead, and of the di- 
fnity of Jeſus Chriſt, “ Jehov:h ſaid to. my 
lord, the Father to the Son, as Chriſt himſelf 
explains it, Matt. xxii. and this David ſpake by 
the Spirit, as Chriſt there aſſerts. Here are the 
lee perſons in their covenant charaRters—the. 
her ordaining the Son to be head over all things 

the church, and the holy Spirit ſanctifying the 
, to hood of Chriſt for this office. Thus he was 
Pati eery way qualified for it being perfect God and 
ete ect man. He was David's ſon, and alſo David's 
weg. His ſon as man; his Lord as God- man — 
ing k od over allbleſſed for ever. Thanks be to him, 

t has been, according to the ſcriptures, born of 

e houſe and linezge of David—he has lived and 

td for his people—and he is now upon his throne, 
object bf worthip for ſaints and angels. They 
t now adoring and vleſiing God and the Lamb. 
Jiora ſong of praiſe ſomething like theirs, Come 
ly Ghoſt, teſtify to us of Jeſus. E, able us to 
mit to the Father's decree concerning him. 
tus willingly take 2 for our Lord, and live 
ge and happy under his government, not doubt- 
but that as he has fulfilled this pſalm in his 
d perſon he will alſo fulfill it in ours, and to 
ternal glory he will put all our enemies under 


N 2 I. IE- 


co 


* 
e of 


N 


u 


1 
1 


EHOVAH ſaid unto my Lord, 
fit thou at my right hand 

Till I have made thy foes a ſtool 

whereon thy feet ſhall ſtand. 

II. 

The Lord ſhall out of Sion ſend 

the ſceptre of thy might, 
Amidit thy greateſt foes ſhal: thou 


1% 
nd t 


be ruler in their fight, full 
III. | nd u 

To Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt the 
the God whom we adore, ley g 
Be glory as it was, is now, hoſe 


and ſhall be evermore. 


AFTERNOON, 09 0 

Pe ALM CIV. and t; 

The pſalmiſt here calls upon his own ſoul to i th 
God for his great works of creation and pro e fi] 
He made, he ſupports all nature: He give fore 
breath of life, and food, and every thing nee# 


all his creatures. In the verſes before us thes _ 
of God is conſidered as the breath of ſpiritual h th 
the giver of ſpiritual food, and ofevery thing e di 


ful to the new creature in Chriſt Jeſus. Wh 
air and elements of this world are to animal 
is he to ſpiritual life. Whoever is born of the 
is his new creation. The Spirit of God hati 
him, and the breath of the Almighty hath 
him life. And the Lord and giver of this lik 
the Godhead, uncreate, incomprehenſible, 


in w] 
rom ti 
Ming, 
d wh 
l are 


nal, almighty, Lord and God, equal in ev. 1 

fection with the Father, and the Son, anda F ou 
the object of prayer and praiſe, and of e. olt l 
of worſhip. If he has indeed quicken? e im 
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given us the faculties of the new man, may we 
uſe them to his glc ry this day. If we have through 
him fellowſhip with the Father and the Son, ever- 
laſting praiſe be to him for thoſe wonders, which 
he hath done for us. 


J. 

\ LL things on thee wait, 

thou doſt them relieve, 

nd thou in due time 

full well doſt them feed. 

d when it doth pleaſe thee 

the ſame for to give, 

ley gather full gladly 

thoſe things which they need. 
IT. 

ou open'ſt thy hand 

and they find ſuch grace, 

ne they with good things 

ride re filled we ſee, 

give lore they are troubled 

nee Wt thou hide thy face, 

e chou their breath take 

| le duſt then they be: 


hing! 


, WI a III. 
im when thy Spirit 
oo om thee doth proceed 


ings to appoint 
d what ſhall enſue, 
are they created 
thou haſt decreed, 
Fe Lost by thy goodneſs 
ne! ne image renew. 
N 3 Tub. 


V hath 
chis li 
nſible, 
in eva 
and 
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The firft Sunday after Trinity. 


The prophet, perſuaded he ſhould be heard,prays f * 
grace to bring him to the knowlege of the tru ith 
and to keep his heart always influenced by the {Ml Fat! 
of God, and he declares his readineſs to thai then 
him for the ſame. May we truſting to his ner: 
and power now aſk for the ſame grace. Ad: 
« and ye ſhall have —encouraged by this prom of pr. 
let us aſk to be guided into all truth, and to ls 
according to it with an holy fear of offending WM his u 
good God. This prayer of faith cannot be in al hi; 
Our petitions will be followed with praiſe, holy; 

have t 
I. which 
LORD, to thee when I do pray, I.. 48, 
regard and give an ear, 1 
Mark well the words which I do ſay, Nc 
all my petitions hear. Provide 
II OVena: 
- er 

O teach me, Lord, thy way, and 1 A h 

ſhall in thy truth proceed, ſenſe 

Unite my heart to thee ſo nigh, ith D; 

that I thy name may dread, Fe 
III. | 

To thee will I give thanks and praiſe, Wig g. 

O Lord, with my whole heart, _ 

And glorify thy name always, mou: 


becauſe my God thou art. 


y try 


11 
PS ALM LAXXAIK « 


is pſalm is the ſum and ſubſtance of the bible. It 
contains a lively deſcription of the covenant of the 
Father and of the Son. The holy Ghoſt by the 
mouth of David propoſes the ſubje in the two 
firſt verſes. The Father ſpeaks to the Son zd and 
ach verſes: Then the prophet to the 19th. The 
Father to the Son from the 19th to the 38th, and 
then the prophet to the end. tote are the ſure 
mercies of David, to which the ap-ftle refers, 
Acts xiii. and theſe are the burden of all our fongs 


rom of praiſe—the Father's covenant engagement with 
1 10 WT his Son, and ratified with his oath, as ver. 3. and 
ling ls unchangeable purpoſes concerning Chriit, and 
in viz! his : For when theſe mezcies are applied by the 


holy Spirit and made ours by believing, then we 
have the new ſong put into our hearts, and mouths, 
which the church militant and triumphant is 
ag. May the holy Spirit explain this pſalm 
to day, and for the confirmation of our faith teach 
us what is here ſaid of the power and faithfulneſs 
of God to fulfill his promiſes, even when outward 
providences would lead one to doubt, whether his 
ovenant was ordered in all things and ſure. The 
rds require much faith and gratitude, To be 
[ Junz aright the heart ſhould be duly affected with 

lenſe of God's mercy and truth. May we ſing 
ith David's ſpirit, aſcribing all the glory of co- 
enant bleſſings to free grace and ſovereign love. 


I. 
O ſing the mercies of the Lord 
my tongue ſhall never ſpare, 
mouth from age to age accords 
truth for to declare, 
N 4 II, For 


uſe, 
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II. 
For mercy ſhall be built, ſaid I, 
- forever to endure, 
Thy faithfulneſs ev'n in the heay'n: 
thou wilt eſtabliſh ſure, 
III. 
With mine elect, ſaith God, have! 
a faithful cov'nant made, 
And ſworn to my beloved Son 
having to him chus ſaid, 
IV. 
I will thy ſeed eſtabliſh ſure 
for ever to remain, 
And will to generations all 
thy throne build and maintain. 


AFTERNOON, 


Ps ALM LXXXIX. 


I. 
HE heav*nsdoſhew with joy i 
thy wond'rous works, O Lord, 
Thy ſaints within thy church on earth 
thy faithfulneſs record. 
II. 
For who in heav'n may with the Lord 
at all himſelf compare, 
Who is like God among the ſons 
of thoſe that mighty are ? m4 
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III. 
eat fear in meeting of the ſaints 
is due unto the Lord: 
Ind he of all about him ſhould 
with rev'rence be ador'd. 
3 
rd God of hoſts in all the world 
what one is like to thee ? 
nev'ry fide, moſt mighty Lord 
thy truth 1s ſeen to be, 


7 
Wa 
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The ſecond Sunday after Trinity, 


Psatrm LXXXIX. 


day 

I | Eve 

F that his ſons for ſake my law 6 
and do begin to ſwerve, and 
And of my judgments have no awe, Lor 
and will them not obſerve; that 
grea 

Then with the rod will I begin may 
their doings to amend; And 


And ſo will ſcourge them from their f «oy 

whenever they offend. 004 
III. 

But yet my mercy and goodneſs 


I will not take away 7 
From him, nor let my faithfulneſs 5 | 
in any wite decay. ben) 
IV. Or th. 

But ſure my cov'nant | will hold 
with all that !. have poke. rin t 
No word the which my lips have told Ido pa 


ſhall alter à be or broke. 
* 
For this all praiſe be unto thee, 
O God, the Cord molt high, 
From this time forth for evermore, 
Amen, Amen fay J. 


d as ; 
ſo we 


Preeſco 
our da 
if by 
i {om 
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PS ALM XC. 


his is a pſalm of Moſes the man of God, in whofe 
days ſinging was in uſe in the church, and has been 
ever fince. He deſcribes the ſhortneſs of life and 
prays for wiſdom from above to teach him how 
to redeem the time, becauſe the days were ſhort 
and evil. This ſhould be our daily prayer. The 
Lord give us grace ſo to uſe thoſe flying moments, 
that we may be prepared to die. This is our one 
great leſſon. We have lived to no pu poſe, till 
we have learnt it. If we have not yet begun, 
may the Lord now ſet us about it in earneſt, 
And if he has made us wiſe unto ſalvation, then 
we ſhall aſcribe all the praiſe to our divine teacher, 
who will be our guide in life and death, and our 
God for ever. 


I. 
LORD, a thouſand years appear 
no more before thy fight 
nan yeſterday, when it is paſt, 
or than a watch by night, 
II. 
r1n thine anger all our days 
old N do paſs unto an end, 
d as a tale that hath been told, 
ſo we our years do ſpend. 
III. 
preeſcore and ten years do ſum up 
our days and years, we ſee, 
if by reaſon of more ſtrength 
in ſome fourſcore they be, 


Cy 


IV. Yet 


1900 


IV. 
Yet doth the ſtrength of ſuch old men 
q but grief an! labor prove, 
For it is ſoon cut off, and we 
fly hence, and ſoon remove. . 
dt. Au 
don 
AFTERNOON. ranc 
com 
| PSsALM XC. rs] 
I ever 
| Kt triu: 
FT ORD, teach us then to number well * 
our few days which remain, the t 
That ſo we may our hearts apply ſhall 
true wiſdom to attain. = 
II. prec i 
O with thy tender mercies, Lord, of rie 
us early ſatisfy; and | 
So we ſhall all our days rejoice Joop 
and ſtill be glad in thee. At 
8 oF. o he 
SD | fe ff 
According as the days have been 2 
wherein we grief have had, 3 
And years wherein we ill have ſeen, 11 2 
Jo do thou make us glad. gor, 


bleſs t 
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The third Sunday after Trinity. 
Ps ALM XCl. 


dt. Auguſtine ſays this pſalm relates to the tempta- 
tions of Chriſt, with promiſes of perfect delive- 
rance from them all. In him it has received its ac- 
compliſhment. He was protected and kept through 
life, and though he was tempted in every way, by 
which Satan had prevailed, yet he overcame in 
every aſſault, and was more than conqueror. He 
triumphed over death, and over the great dragon, 
25 ver. 13. he is aſcended and ſet up on high on 
the throne of glory, where he ſhall ſec his ſeed, he 
hall prolong his days, and the pleaſure of the Lord 
ſhall proſper in his hands, as in the laſt words of 
the pſalm. To them who believe this pfalm is 
precious, exceeding precious: For it is made up 
of rich free promiſes, already fulfilled in Chriſt, 
and he is engaged to ſee them fulfilled to all his 
people. O that we may put honor to day upon his 
word and arm, and then we ſhall ſhare with him 
in the bleſſings here mentioned. He will keep us 
lafe from evil, and from the evil one, yea from 
the fear of evil, and he will give us grace and glory. 
Cod help us ſo to believe, that we may exalt him 
th day with as high a note of praiſe, as ever he 
lad from this earth. May the holy Ghoſt now 
glorify him in our hearts, that all within us may 
bleſs the name of our God. 


I, 
E that within the ſecret place 
of God moſt high doth dwell, 
der the ſhadow, of his grace 
u almighty keeps him well. 


II. Thou 
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II. 
Thou art my hope, and my ſtrong hold 
[ to the Lord will ſay, 
My God he is, in him will I 
my whole affiance ſtay. 
III. 
Aſſuredly he ſhall thee ſave 
and give deliverance 
From cunning tempters ſnare, and from 
the noiſom peſtilence. the 
IV. 
His feathers ſhall thee hide, thy truſt 
under his wings ſhall be; 
His faithfulneſs ihall be a ſhield 
and buckler unto thee, 


PSsALM XCl. 


I. Then 

HOU ſhalt not need to be aft aid an a 

for terrors of the night, ind fr 

Nor for the arrow that doth fly in g 
by day, while it is light: 

II. With 1, 

Nor for the peſtilence which walks him 

in darkneſs ſecretly, nd m 

Nor for deſtruction that doth wait to hi 

at noon day openly. G 


III. T 
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III. 

Tho' at thy fide as thou doſt ſtand, 
a thouſand dead ſhould be, 

en thouſand more at thy right hand, 
yet ſtill malt thou be free. 


IV, 
No evil ſhalt thou need to fear, 
with thee it ſhall go well, 
0 plague ſhall ever once come near 
the houſe where thou doſt dwell. 


m 


AFTERNOON. 
Psalm XCHh 


J. 
AUSE he ſet his love on me 
IÞ [! tave him by my might, 
him advance, becauſe that he 
hath known my name aright, 
IL. 
Then he for help to me doth call 
U an anſwer I will give, 
ind from his grief [ will him take 
in glory for to live. 
III. 
Vith length of endleſs days I will 
bim fully ſatisfy, 
nd my ſalvation I will ſhew 
to him aſſuredly. 
GLORIA PATRI. 


* 
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The foarth Sunday after Trinity, 


For th 


Ps ALM XCII, mt 

hat 

This pſalm was compoſed, as the title ſhe ws, for th thy 
uſe of the church in praiſing God every ſabbat] 
and the Rabbi's ſay, it was commonly ſung on th; 


day in the ſanctuary. It deſcribes the employmen Lor 

of this holy ſeaſon, which is to admire and au de 

the Lord for his works, to praiſe him for v Odce 

with ſinging pſalms morning and evening, punti that 
cularly for the great work of redemption, Th 
is the buſineſs of the Lord's day, By believir 
we enter into reſt, and keep the chriſtian ſabbath 
For we enjoy the works of Jeſus, aud ceating fro: 
our &6wn works we glory in his. May the ha 

Spir;t aaviat us to day with freſh oil in cvery of 18 

dinance, that we may be growing and flour 

chriſtians, like the palm tree in ſtrength, a1 [ 

ſhooting up like the cedar, May we imp:ove ie [11a 

faith and love, and fing with lively hope of ti kat 
perfect fulfilling of this hymn in that ſabbat 

which remaineth for the people of God, a 

20e 

T. g 

. , ball 0 

T is a thing both good and meet ih 

to give thanks to the Lord, | 

And to thy name, O thou moſt high, ng 

to ſing with one accord: 1 

they 

II. We 

Thy loving kindneſs to ſhew forth 100 


when ſhines the morning light, 
And to declare thy faichfulneſs 
with pleaſure ey'ry night. _ 
III. 


E 


III. 
or thou haſt made me to rejoice 
in things ſo wrought by thee, 
hat J do triumph in my heart 
thy handy works to ſee, 
IV. 
Lord, how glorious, and how great 
are thy works round about, 
deeply are thy counſels form'd 
that none can find them out. 


th 
ach 
th 
men 


PS ALM XCII. 


J. 
UST like the palm tree flouriſhing 
mall be the r teous one, 
ſhall hke to the cedar grow 
bat is in Lebanon. 
II. 
ſe who within the houſe of God 
are planted by his grace 
all grow up fait, and flouriſh well 
within his holy place. 
III. 
Ind in old age when others fade, 
they fruit ſtill forth ſhall bring: 
dey ſhall be fat, and full of ſap 
ad always flouriſhing. 


g 
4h 
2] 
bs 
o 


AS 
o i 
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IV. 
To ſhew that upright is the Lord, I 
he is a rock to me: B 
And he from all unrighteouſneſs Jud! 
is altogether free. 


dot 

AFTERNOON. * 
in f 

PS ALM XCIV. 'hile 


he 
The prophet here ttea ts of the perſecutors of t 


church. He prays to God to appear for his peoy 
he reproves their enemies, and then, in the wo or fre 
which I have ſelected, he comforts the pei ut his 1 
ſhewing them ſome of the benefits of {u*er hoſe 
ſuch as—it is the correction of a Father—it ke 1 
teach them the Father's will—it is to lead tt 
to ſweet reſt, when the perſecutors ſhall f 
their own pit—it is to exerciſe faith in God“ he we 
changeable love to them—and ſo to conv in al 
them, that judgment is returned to rightcoul1 irq th. 
when God the righteous judge ſhall deliver ta ſhall 
and puniſh their enemies. * 

Such is the profit of the Father's rod. Faith in Je 

under it will certainly bring theſe bleſſings tr 

it, May we know the rod, and kiſs it, Altho! 

it be grievous to the fleſh, yet may patience | 

its perfect work, till we reap the peaceable tr 

of righteouſneſs. Happy are the people, who 

in ſuch a caſe; yea thrice happy are we, if 

can with faith and patience pray and ſing to da 

6 Thy will be done,” 


L BL: 
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I. 
LEST is the man whom thou, O Lord, 

in kindneſs doſt chaſtiſe, 
ind by thy holy law to walk 
doſt lovingly adviſe. 

| IT. 
his man ſhall find reſt to his ſoul 
in ſeaſons of diſtreſs, 
nile God prepares a pit for thoſe, 
who wilfully tranſgreſs. 

IIL. 
i from his people God will not 
his favour wholly take, 
hoſe of his own inheritance 
he never will forſake. 
IV. 

de world ſhall then confeſs thee juſt 
in all that thou haſt done; 
id thoſe who chooſe thine upright ways 
hall in thoſe paths go on, 


LE 
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The fifth Sunday after Trinity. 
PsaLm XCVII. 


This pſalm has been applied to Chriſt in the ne 
teſtament. It is ſo plain a deſcription of his king 
dom, that commentators with one conſent he 


his 
nd | 
he 


taken it in this ſenſe. His happy ſubjeds Mnto 
called upon to be glad in him. The multitude like 
the iſles and Great Britain among them, bond 
be joyful in their king. He ruleth over all; wi a, 
a rod of iron, almighty to deſtroy his enemies, i Nn. 
with a ſceptre of love to guide, protect, and bj 
his willing people. What he makes them in th e rip 
hearts, tempers, and lives is here deſcribed, M exp: 
we find the marks upon ourſelves! May we lo * 
our king, fear him and ſerve him out of love, at en 
then we ſhall find his kingdom to be righteouſn do c 
and peace and joy in the holy Ghoſt, Happy i 
the people, who are in ſuch a caſe, yea thr 
happy are they, who can now ſing his praiſe 
rejoicing in the Lord their king, 1 
Becau 
I. 
EE . 1 
EHOVAH reigns, for which the ear ha 
may ſing with pleaſant voice, nd e: 
Alſo the iſles with thankful mirth or ſhat 
may triumph and rejoice. — 
croll, 
II. ; able C 
For thou, O Lord, art high above him it 
all things on earth that are, Lord t 
Above all other gods thou art truſt i 
we ma 
exalted very far, ar 
of ſeej: 
bim w 


III. H 


1 


III. ; 
ate ill, all ye that love the Lord: 
his ſaints ſouls keepeth he, 
nd from the hands of wicked men 


- 1 expreſs your thankfulneſs, 
ben ye into your memory 
do call his holineſs. 

{6 ; 
hae PsaLm CII. 


he ſets them ſafe and free. 

ſnto the righteous there is ſown, 
like ſeed, a joyful light, 

Ind gladneſs ſown is for all thoſe, 
who are in heart upright, 


e righteous in the Lord rejoice: 


here can be no doubt of whom this pfalm treats : 


IV. 


V 


Becauſe it is applied by an infallible expoſitor. St. 
Paul quotes it in proof of the Godhead and eter- 
tity of Chriſt—of his being the creator of heaven 
and earth, —and of his being without variableneſs 
or ſhadow of turning, yea when heaven and earth 
hall paſs away, and he ſhall fold them up like a 
ſcroll, even then he ſhall be the ſame unchange- 
able God for ever, and his ſeed ſhall dwell with 
dim in unchangeable bliſs, In this faith may the 
Lord the Spirit eſtabliſh our hearts. May we ſo 
truſt in what Chriſt has done as God-man, that 
we may be thankful for it this day. And may the 
words ſung be the means of filling us with a hope 
of ſeeing him in his glory, and of worſhipping 
lim with all his redeemed for ever. 

I I, THE 
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I, 
HE firm foundation of the earth * N 
of old time thou haſt laid, 


The heav'ns alſo are the great work, 
which thine own hands have made, 


II. 
They all ſhall periſh and decay, 
but thou remaineſt ſtill, 
And they ſhall all in time wax old, 
ev'n as a garment will. 
III. 
Thou as a veſture ſhalt them change, 
and changed {hall they be, 
But thou doſt ſtill abide the ſame, 
thy years do never flee. 


| IV. ter 
The children of thy ſervants ſhall proac 
continually endure, ie, tl 
And in thy ſight their happy ſeed it is 
for ever ſhall ſtand ſure. 
uſe t 
AFTERNOON. ſl 
nal) 
PsaLM C. 


The whole church is here called upon to praiſe 
God for his greatneſs, and goodnefs, and tri 
and to praiſe him with joy, eſpecially in the: 
congregation. Conſidering his relation to us, 
ſhepherd, and our relation to him—his peo] 

we ought to rejoice in him in every ordinz 

Singing of pſalms is appointed for the outs 

$17 


1297 J 


npreſſion of our joy. He requires it. He accepts 
k, May we perform it to day in a manner welt 


jleafing to him, and may we ſing to our mutual 
tnc ation. 


J. 
| LL people that on earth do dwell, 

Sing to the Lord with chearful voice, 
n ſerve with fear, his praiſe forth tell, 
ne ye before him and rejoice, 

II. 
e Lord ye know is God indeed, 
thout our aid he did us make, 
are his flock, he doth us feed, 
( for his ſheep he doth us take. 
„ 
nter then his gates with praiſe, 
proach with joy his courts unto, 
iſe, thank, and bleſs his name always; 
it is ſeemily fo to do. 
IV. 

we the Lord our God is good, 
mercy is for ever ſure; 

truth at all times firmly ſtood, 
all from age to age endures. 


raiſe 
d tri 
the 


0 Us; 1 
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The fixth Sunday after Trinity, 
Ps ALM CIII. 


This is a choice pſalm of praiſe, The proph*t 
gins and ends with ſtirring up himſelf to ble{s 
for his benefits, He mentions ſeveral ot the 
which are common to all the redeemed, and whi 
ought to affect our hearts with as much grata 
as they did his. May a due conſideration off 
diſpoſe us to aſcribe all the glory to our good 
And then we ſhall make the pfalm our own, ! 
ing it as our own thankſgiving. May the | 
enable us to mix faith with every word, thi 
may be greatly exalted in our ſong of praiſe 
day. ; 


0 
tO « 
ho 
and 


J. 
THOU my ſoul, Jehovah bleſ; Nin 


and all that in me 1s 


Be ſtirred up, his holy name * 

to magnify and bleſs. bor di 
II. 

My ſoul, Jehovah bleſs who hath 5 th 

to thee been very kind, le ear 

And ſuffer not his benefits great 


to ſlip out of thy mind. 
. 
All thine iniquities, who doth 
moſt graciouſly forgive, 
Who thy diſeaſes all and pains 
doth heal, and thee relieve; 
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IV. 
o doth redeem thy life, that thou 
to death may*'ſt not go down, 
ho thee with loving kindneſs doth 
and tender mercies-crown. 


PsALM CIII. 


HE Lord is ful of tender love, 
and he is gracious, 
"ng ſuffering and ſlow to wrath, 
in mercy plenteous ;. | 
II. "I 
will not chide continnally 
tor keep his anger ſtill; 
th us he dealt not as we finn'd *© 
jor did requite us ill. 
III. 
3 the heaven in its height 
de earth ſurmounteth far; 
eat to thoſe. who do hun fear- 
5 tender mercies are. 
8 . 
r as Eaſt is di ſtant. from 
e Welt, ſo far hath he 
N us removed in his love, 
our iniquity. 


% 


{s; 


O- AFTER- 
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AFTERNOON. 


PSALII CI. 


J. 
os pity as a father hath 
unto his children dear, 
Like pity ſhews the Lord to ſuch 
as worſhip him in ſear: 
| II. 
For he remembers we are duſt, 
and he our frame well knows : 
Frail man his days are like the gras ith 1; 
as flow'r in field he grows. | 
III. 
But unto them who do him fear 
God's metcy never ends, 
And to their children's children lil! 
his righteouſneſs extends, 
IV. 
To ſuch as keep his covenant, 
and mindful are alway 
Of all thiugs he has giv'n in charge re all 
that they might them obey. 


1 
The ſeuenih Sunday after Trinity, 
Ps AL u CIV, 
the ſubject of this Pjalm on Trinity Sunday: 


I. 
Y ſoul praiſe the Lord, 
ſpeak good of his name; 
Lord, our great God, 
now doſt thou appear? 
) paſſing in glory 
that great is thy fame, 
our and majeſty 
in thee ſhine moſt clear, 
II. 
th light as a robe 
lou haſt thyſelf clad, 
tzreby all the earth 
hy greatneſs may ſee, 
e heav*ns in ſuch ſort 
hou alſo haſt ſpread, 
it they to a curtain 
wmpared may be. 
III. 
"ſundry; O Lord, 
ve all thy works found, 
th wiſdom moſt great 
ley are indeed wrought, 
hat the whole world 
if thy praiſe doth ſound, 
Las for thy riches 
ey paſs all mens thought. 
—_ 


Iv. By 
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IV. 
By angels in heav'n 
of every degree, ung) 
And ſaints upon earth his 
all praiſe be addreſt; 
To God in chree perſons e th 
one God ever bleſt, to g 
As it has been, now is, Ind le 
| and always ſhall be. rejo1 
| PSALM CV. 
| This pſalm-contains the praiſes of God for his diſpeſ be L. 
| ſations of grace to his people—in chooſing them with 
| his own peculiar—in diftinguiſhing them by coy be li 
| nant mercies--revealed to their fathers before th ( 8 
were in bondage in Egypt in redeeming them ft cek 
the houſe of bondage—in working miracles be 
their eyes for forty years in the wilderneſs—-Wlte wo 
then in ſettling them in the promiſed land. eme 
conferred all theſe favours upon them for this e 
that they might cleave to him in love as their not 
that they might keep his ſtatutes and obſerve WI Ut o 
laws. When believers of old ſang the praiſe 


God for thoſe mercies,.they conſidered them as 

do. They knew they had ſouls, and that theſeo 

ward bleſſings were ſigns and earneſts of ſpirit: 4 

a ſpiritual covenant—a ſpiritual bondage—al; 

bual deliverance from it—a ſpiritual ſupport to 

able them, being delivered, to reach the prom 

land. May we be as thankful for thoſe mercie! 

the prophet here calls upon us to be. O pray 

a due ſenſe of God's goodneſs to your ſouls, 

have your ſhare in covenant graces and gifts. 

you enter into the ſpirit of this hymn and glo! 

the Lord your God. Your hearts will be in tun 

Gogit Min, if you can truly ſay ( Not unt 
Lord, not unto us, but upto thy great name 

all che praiſe,” 1. 0 


- " 
. 


a - 


cox 
re th 
m fre 
befe 


8 


d. 


nise 
ir G 4 
erve Wout of your mind depart, 
raiſe 
m a3 


 AFTERNO ON. 
a; 


mY Ps ALM CVI. 


prom 
ercicy 


45 3 bod's dealings with his people in the wilderneſs, 
— is the land of Canaan. Many times they re- 
| glo! led againſt him, and he magnified his mercy in 


n tun 


11 


J. 

IVE thanks to God, call on his name, 
to men his deeds make known: 
ing ye to him, ſing pſalms: proclaim 
his wondrous works each one. 
II. 
e that ye in his holy name 
to glory do accord: 
Ind let the heart of ev'ry one 
rejoice that ſeeks the Lord. 

III. 
he Lord Almighty, and his ſtrength, 
with ſtedfaſt hearts ſeek ye, 
te light of his moſt loving face 
ſeek ye continually. 

IV. 
te wondrous works which he hath done 
remember in your heart, 
{not the judgments of his mouth 
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vis a pſalm of praiſe, like the laſt, deſcribing 


ſerziving them. Phe prophet in this view com- 
their rebellions with the gaercy of God, that 
O 3 their 
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their ſinfulneſs might appear exceeding ſinful, an 
thereby his mercy exceeding great. Such are h 
dealings till. Free grace and mercy run throug 
them all. They who know this beſt, and kng 
moſt of themſelves, will be beſt ſingers to d. 
The pooreſt in ſpirit will ſing the higheſt ſtrain 
praiſe, O for more humility, that God may 
more exalted both in our lips and lives. 


— 
a 


I, 
Raiſe ye the Lord, and give him thank 
for very good 1s he, 
His tender mercy doth eadure 
unto eternity. 
IT. 
God's mighty works who can expres 
or ſhew forth all his praiſe? 
Bleſſed are they, who judgment keep len 
and juſtly do always. | A 


to 7 

III. et al 

Remember me, Lord, with that love, iy 

which thou to thine doſt bear, I 
With thy ſalvation, O my God, 

co viſit me draw near, 
IV. 

That I thy choſen's good may ſee, Aug 

and in their joy rejoice, ip 

And may with thine inheritance ah 

triumph with chearful voice. hes 

Puts 2 

Aud a 

a7 


Praiſe 


11 
Fighth Sunday after Trinity. 
Psaum CVI. 


I. | 
AVE us, O Lord, who art our God, 
5 we do thee humbly pray, 
ad from among the heathen folk, 
Lord, gather us away; 
II. 

hat we may triumph and rejoice 
in thy moſt holy name, 

(hat we may glory in thy praiſe 
and ſounding of thy tame, 


III. 
' Wii be Jehovah, Iſrael's God 
to all eternity, 
tall the people ſay, Amen, 
praife to the Lord give ye. 
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Ps ALM CVIL 


Auguſtine thinks this pſaim was witten forthe 
vie of the church in all ages. The ſabic&is praiſe. 
The occaſion is the mercy of God ſhe un to fnners, 
conſdered as, having loſt their way, as being cap= 
bes in ſiclæneſs, and toſt with a tempeſt. The Lord 
puts a cry into their hearts for deliverance, he hearg 
ac anſwers them, and then ex»<$s they floulg 
praiſe him for his goodneſs, His reJeemed do 
paſe him, and with to do it better. May we ig 


0 4 it 
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it with more humble and thankful hearts th: 
we ever did, May the holy Spirit enable us wit! 
growing gratitude to bleſs our God for the won 
ders which he hath done for us, and for our (al 
vation. I his is the burden of the pſalm——« ( 
i that men would therefore praiſe the Lord, &c. 
' Gloxy be to him: Let all the people ſay, Amen. 


I. 
FO Gold your thankful voices raiſe, 
Who does you daily patron prove, 
And let your never ceaſing praiſe 
Attend on his eternal love. 


9 
Let thoſe give thanks whom he from bond then 
Of proud oppreſſing foes releas'd, ould] 
And brought them back from diſtant land: ad for 
From North and South, and Weſt and Eat 
III. 
Thro' lonely deſert ways they went, * he | 
Nor could they any city find, long 
Till quite with thirſt and hunger ſpent bun, 
Their fainting ſoul within them pin'd: {Wi vou 
IV. 
Then to the Lord's attentive ear dFath 
Did they their mournful cry addreſs, ie 0, 
Who graciouſly vouchſaf'd to hear, glory 
And freed them from their deep diſtreſs W'w a 


11 


of AFTERNOO N: 


c. PSsALM CVII. 


I. 
E by the way which was moſt right 
Did lead them like a faithful guide, 
at they might to a city go, 
herein they ſafely ſhould abide, 
II. 
then that all the earth with me 


0 
: ould God for this his goodneſs praiſe, 
ded for the mighgy works which he 
: 7 Miro'out the wond- ring world diſplays: 


III. 
t he from heav'n the ſad eſtate 
longing ſouls with pity views, 
: blungry ſouls that pant for meat 
; bounty daily food renews, 
IV, 
Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt, 
God whom earth and heaven aJore, 
glory as it was of old, 
. Now and ſhall be evermore; 


0 I Ninth 


1.1 


Ninth Sunday after Trini!y, 


+ 2 
ui 


to Go 

| mercy 

Psatrm CVII. fled: 

and th 

: I. 3 ſorejo 

OOLS, for their ſin and their ofencWMiertes 


do ſore affliction bear: hoker 


All kind of meat their ſoul abhors, it ar 
they to death's gates draw near, 1 
II. h feld 
In grief they cry to God, he faves arts 
them from their miſeries, ' the 
He ſends his word, them heals, and th 1 
from their deſtruction trees, fm, 
III. er it 
O that men to the Lord would give 
praiſe for his goodneſs then, G0 
And for his works of wonder done | 
unto the ſons of men, Il ad. 
IV. lat I 
And let them ſacrifice to him 
off rings of thankfulneſs, ne ar 
And let them ſhew abroad his works il! pr 
with ſongs of joyfulneſs, {lam 
ng pf; 
ſe t! 
Iove t 
bthy t 


thin 
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Ps ALM CVIII. 
isis a pſalm of praiſe. The ſubject is thankſgiving 
to God for his faithfulneſs to all his promiſes. His 
mercy and truth fail not, What he ſpake, he ful- 
filled, © The Lord hath ſpoken,” ſays the prophet, 
ind therefore he not only truſts in his word, but al- 
orejoiceth as one that findeth great ſpoils, He was 
nc rerfe ily ſatisfied, that whatever the Lord had 
hoken with his mouth he would make good with 
is arm: Therefore his heart is fixed, his inſtru- 
nents are in tune early, he riſes before the ſun to 
ing his pſalm of praiſe, O believers, why are you 
b ſeldom at this ſweet exerciſe ? why are your 
hearts ſo little in it? You have the ſame promiſes 
the prophet had, why do you not put the ſame 
onour upon them? May the Lord give you the 
kme ſpirit of praiſe, that mixing faith with the 
alm, you may ſing it with as much gratitude, as 
er it was ſung with upon earth. 


J. 
0 GOD, my heart prepared is, 

my tongue is likewiſe ſo; 
ll advance my voice in pſalms, 
vat I thy praiſe may ſhow. 

II. 
ne among the people, Lord, 
al! praiſed ſhalt thou be, 
among the nations will 
no pſalms of thanks to thee; 
, _ 

uſe thy mercy dot aſcend 
dove the heav'ns moſt high, 
bthy truth doth reach the clouds 


thin the lofty {ky. W 
. ˖ 


1 


IV. 
Exalted be thy majeſty, 
above the heav'ns, O God, 
Diſplay likewiſe throughout the earth 
thy glory all abroad. 


AFTERNOON, 


Psatm CXI, 


12 


This hymn and the ſeven following are caliet 
gend Hallelu ab. The Jews uſed to ſngt 
with great ſolemnity at theirthree yearty tet; 
The ſubject of them all is praiic. hey con 
the thankſgiving of the church to God tor 
mercies, which are deſcribed not as pecui 
the Jewiſh diſpenſation, but as belong.rgt 
lievers in every place and age. Te {ule 

this pſalm is praiſe to God for mis Feat work 

redeeming, preſerving, and bleſiing !: 5 pe 

Happy people! they ought to hug; 

whom he has brought to the knowirye of 

love in Jeſus. Through faith it is our 1209 

In him we may offer our ſacrifice ot hre 

ceptably to day as ever, If we can 4c: ib2to 

all the glory of ſaving us, we are then in tu 


mony with the general afie:inbly of the f 

which is now finging the praifes 0! God ar 
lamb: May we bear our part in this Elec 
rus, and in conſort with all the hot of bs 
ſing—“ Great and marvellous arc thy wor 
$ Lord Cod Almighty, jut and true at 
* ways, thou king of ſaints,” 


J. WI 


1 gin 2 


I. 
IT H heart I do accord 
to praiſc and bleſs the Lord, 
: in preſence of the juſt, 
For great his works are found 
to ſearch them ſuch are bound 
who do him love and truſt. 
II. 
His works are glorious: 
His righteouſneſs for us 
doth evermore endure, 
his wondrous works he would 
we ſtill remember ſhould, 
his mercy 15 full ſure, 
III. 
Redemption great he gave 
bis people for to fave, 
it alſo hath appear'd; 
"MF is cov'nant cannot fail, 
bar evermore prevail, 
his koly name be fear'd, 
vie IV, 
och as to him bear love, 
portion fair above 
be hath up for them laid. 
3 ar For this they ſhall well find, 
e will have them in mind 
and keep them as he ſaid, 
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Tenth Sunday after Trinity. 


Ps ALM CXII. 


This is a pſalm of praiſe. The prophet bleſſes Co! 
for the great promiſes, which have been fulfilled 
to Chriſt, and will be fulfilled to all his. Under 
him, exceeding great and precious though they be, 
yet every believer may claim them as his own, and 
expect the fulfilling of them, O for more faith. 
The Lord increaſe it in our hearts, that we may 
fing the words for ourſelves. May every one of us 
find the pſalm realized to day, and bleſs the Lord 
for this and for all his goodneſs to the children of 
mens 


J. 

RAISE ye the Lord, That man is bleſt 
who fears the Lord aright: 

Who in keeping of his commands 

doth greatly take delight. 


II, 

He ſhall his ſeed and offspring make 
mighty the earth.upon; 

Of upright men bleſſed ſhall he 
make the generation, 

| III, 

| Treaſures of wealth ſhall ever be 

| within his houſe in ſtore, 

| And his free gift of righteouſneſs 

| endures for evermore, 


| 
| 
| 


IV. For 


For t 
the 
Com} 


anc 


This 
anc 
He w 
wil 
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IV. 
For th' upright he makes light ariſe 
tho” they in darkneſs be: 
Compaſſionate and merciful, 
and juſtifier he. 
gd v. 
This good man doth his grace beſtow. 
e, and doth to others lend, 
nd He with diſcretion his affairs 
will guide unto the end. 


PS ALM CXII, 


23 
n * 2 22 
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F. 
URELY there is not any thing 
that ever ſhall him move: 
This righteous man's memorial. 
ſhall everlaſting prove. 
II. 5 
When he ſhallevil tidings hear 
he ſhall not be afraid, 
His heart is fixt, his confidence 
upon the Lord is-ſtay'd. 
III. 
Nis heart 15 firmly ſtabliſhed, 
afraid he ſhall not be, 
Until upon his enemies 


he his deſir C mall ſee. 
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IV. He 


13743 
| wm | | 
He hach diſpers'd, giv'n to the poor, 
his righteouſneſs alway 
Remains: High ſhall his glory rife, 
and never ſhall decay. 


AFTERNOON. 
PsALu CXIII. 


This is another pſalm of praiſe: One of che gran 
Hallelujah chorus. It ſets forth the majeſty of th 
Lord as worthy to be extolled throughout the won 
for his infinite condeſcenſion to phor ſinners. H 
free grace lifts them up from their depth of miſeg 
and raiſes them to the height of glory, even to | 
numbered among the children of the molt hiz] 
God. This honor he confers on the poor Genti. 
church, making her a joyful mother of children 
& Far more ſhall be the children of the deſolate 
«« than of the married woman, faith the Lord. 
To day is this ſcripture fulfilled, O how ſhoul 
we rejoice and be glad thercin ! The hymn . 
made for us poor ſinners of the Gentiles. It treat 
of us, and of our ſalvation; With what trium! 
of joy thould believers ſing it! admiring and ado! 
ng the free grace of God: And as it begins an 
ends with Hallelujah, may we from our heart 
aſcribe to him all the glory of his goodneſs tot 
ehildren of men. 


I: 

E children which do ſerve the Lord, 

Praiſe ye his name with one accord, 

Yea blefled be always his name, 
Who from the riſing of the ſun, 

Till it return where it begun, 
Is to be praiſed with great fame. = 
| II. I. 
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II. 
e Lord all people doth ſurmount, 
; for his glory we may count 
Above the higheſt heav'ns to be. 
ith God the Lord, who can compare, 
hoſe dwellings in the heav'ns are, 
Of ſuch great power and might is he. 
III. 
: doth abaſe himſelf we know, 
ings to behold on earth below, 
And alſo in the heav'n above, 
e needy out of duſt to draw, 
o the poor who help none ſaw 
His mercy only did him move, 
IV. 
d {o did ſet them up on high 
th princes of great dignity, 
oo eaſed by him unto great fame, 
nue barren church he makes to bear, 
tread with great joy her ſons to rear, 
v1 berefore praiſe ye his holy name. 


cord Eleventh 
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Eleventh Sunday after Trinity, 


e Ji 
his 
ſhe { 
Jor 


PSsALM CXIV. 
The ſubject of this pſalm is the praiſe of God ford 


livering his people from the bondage in Eyy 
which has been always ſuppoſed to be a types 
earneſt of the great deliverance from the bonds 
of fin, and of all our ſpiritual enemies. It! 
been ſo underſtood by the Chriſtian church, whi 
has appointed it one of the proper pſalms for Ea 
Sunday, and which conſidered it as treating of 
redemption by the death of Chriſt our patio 
All nature acknowledged the God of Jacob to 
ſovereign at the Exodus. So will all nature 
knowlege the ſovereignty of Chriſt. Mount; 
w1ll tremble, ſeas will flee at his preſence : Ex 
taing ſhall make way for his accompliſhing the 
redemption of his people. Let the redeemed of 
Lord ſay fo, Has he delivered us with a mig 
hand from our ſpiritual bondage? O let us g 
thanks unto him. Let us bleſs him for what 
has done, and expect he will go on doing won 
for us: He is our rock: I hrough him the w1 
of life flows, May he refreth our hearts wil 
to day; and may its ſtreams follow us all tae \ 
to the land of reſt, till we come to Sion v 
ſongs, and everlaſting joy upon our heads. 


I, 
HEN Iſr'el out of Egypt came, 
and did his dwelling change; 
When Jacob's houſe came out from che 
who were of language ſtrange. 
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II, 
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II. 
e Judah did his holy place 
his kingdom Ifr'el make: 
ſhe ſea it ſaw and quickly fled, 
d Jordan was driven back. 
E gyf III. 
de ke rams the mountains and like lambs 
the hills ſkipt to and fro: 
abi {ca why fledſt thou? Jordan back 
Ea why waſt thou driven ſo? 
- IV, 
e mountains great, wherefore was it 
are Ml that FP did ſkip like rams? 


antaWind wherefore was it little hills 

1 that ye did leap like lambs ? 
(ht v 

dof 


mel earth, confeſs thy ſov'reign Lord 
us oi and dread his mighty hand, 
v1: Wefore the face of Jacob's God 
tremble both ſea and land, 

VI, 
ſho from the hardeit marble rock 
did ſtanding water bring, 
nd by his pow'r did turn the flint 
into a water ſpring. 


e; Ps ALM CXV. - 


ches another of the Hallelujah hymns. The people 
of Cod here aſcribe to him the glory of his mercy 

ind truth, praying they may take none of it to 

11, Nlemſelves, nor give any of it to idols, but ay 
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ever aſcribing it wholly to him, by placing the 
whole,-onfidence in his gracious help and prote 
tion. O that we may do the ſame. It is the gre 
leſſon of our religion to aſcribe all the glory Wh Kare 
ſaving us to the mere mercy of God. The o . 
teſtament ſaints were all of this ſpirit—#* N their 
« unto us, O Lord, not unto us“ — And one De that 
the new ſhall ſpeak for his brethren—** We tejoi their 
«in Chriſt Jeſus, and have no confidence in t 
« fleſh,” ay we rejoice with them, placing 
the confidence of our hearts in him: And th 
we ſhall fing in ſweet concert with all in hen 
and earth, who are giving glory to God and: 

Lamb. 


OT unto us, Lord, not to us, 

| but do thou glory take H 

Vnto thy name, ev'n for thy truth 
and for thy mercy's ſake. 


b Iſrae 


bis bl, 


II, 
O wherefore ſhould the heathen ſay, 
where is their God now gone? x 
Our God he is in heav'n, and what le wil 
he wild, that he hath done. Lor 
III. till m 
Their idols ſilver are and gold, 
work of mens hands they be, 
Mouths have they, but they do not ſpes 
and eyes, but do not ſee. 
IV. 
Like them their makers are, and all 
on them their truſt who build: 
O Iſr'el truſt thou in the Lord, 
he is thy help and ſhield, 


I ſm: 


are tl 
Wil 0! 
10 bot 
ad fi 


en let 
lencef 


only 1 


v. Wale 


9 

Te V. 

WI Aaron's houſe truſt in the Lord, 
* their help and ſhield is he, 

nc De that fear God, truſt in the Lord: 
500 their help and ſhield he'll be. 


th AFTERNOON. 


PSsALMu CXV. 


. 
HE Lord of us hath. mindful been 
and will us bleſs alſo, 
[ſrael and Aaron's houſe. 
lis bleſſing will beſtow. 
II. 
6 ſmall and great that fear the Lord 
ie will them ſurely bleſs: 
Lord will you, you and your ſeed 
till more and more increaſe. 


III. | 
ire the bleſſed of the Lord, 
tn of the Lord moſt high, | 
o both the heav'n and earth did make: 
ad fixt immoveably. 
IV.. 
en let us praiſe the Lord our God: 
enceforth for evermore. 
only worthy is of praiſe, 
v. Wile ye the Lord therefore. 


Twelfth 


i 
Tavel/th Sunday after Tyinity. 
PSALM CXVI. 


This is a moſt ſweet pattern of thankſgiving, It x 
the divine breathing of Jeſus, delivered trom 
his and our enemies, and it is the breathing of 
his redeemed, when they are delivered by faith 
him. Theſe are their ſentiments—truſting tot 
blood of the lamb, they look upon Go4 as th 


reconciled Father, they love him, they de, L 
themſelves to him privately, and publicly in} 
courts they teſtify their willing ſubjection to high, 4 on 
and that in all things. Every belicver hs gc 
teaſon to follow their example. O that our thy hen 
fulneſs may be as like theirs as poffible. Let 
pray for it. Aſk in faith, and he giveth liberal by ſer 
he Lord increaſe in us a ſpirit of praiſe, that myſe! 
may receive more thanks and get greater gl © 
from us to-day. j of t 
I; the by 
LOVE the Lord, becauſe my voice, 
and my pray'rs he did hear, ere fo 
I while I live will call on him, a facr; 
who bow'd to me his ear, Mw 
I. b Go 
Of death the cords and ſorrows did 
about me compaſs round; e in tl 
The pains of hell took hold on me ad in 
diſtreſs and grief I found: mou 
III. e Lo 
Upon the name of God the Lord; A 
then did I call and ſay, 


Deliver thou my ſoul, O Lord 
I do thee humbly pray. 
1 


(321 } 
Iv. 
o merciful and ꝛighteous je, 
yea gracious is our Lord: 
ad ſaves the meek: [ was brought low 
be did me help afford. 


ith Psaum CXVI. 


I. 
HE wholſom cup of ſaving heal 
I thankfully will take, 
ad on the name of God will call 
when I my pray'rs do inake. 
II. 
by ſervant, Lord, thy ſervant, lo 
myſelf J do confeſs, 
n of thy handmaid, thou haſt broke 
the bonds of my diſtreſs: 
ce, III. 
terefore II! offer up to thee 
1 ſacrifice of praiſe, 
{I will call upon the name 
of God the Lord always: 
IV. | 
:in, the courts of God's own houſe 
nd in the midſt of thee, 
hou Jeruſalem : Therefore 
te Lord our God praiſe ye. 


AFTERNOON, 
Ps ALM CXVII. 


V. 


is the ſhorteſt pſalm in words, but not in matters 
14 2 moſt bleſſed prophecy and this day fulfflled 
| in 


322 f 


in our hearts. The Lord is here praiſed for call 
the Gentiles to the knowledge of his mercy a 
truth in Jeſus. This is the higheſt favour G 
has to give, and it demands our higheſt than 
The apoſtle has cited this pſalm in Rom. xv. 
* Praiſe the Lord all ye Gentiles, and laud hit 
— that is, try to praiſe him better, “ all ye pe 
« ple''—the duty is enforced again and again, 
timating, that we ſhould do it with redoubled 
ligence. And leaſt we ſhould remit or forget, 
is once more repeated, as the burden of all-H 
lelujah —Aſcribe ye all the good. in exth 
heaven to the ſelf-exiftent Jeſus. May the Lo 
who requires this praiſe, give us grace, now too 
it up acceptably. May we ſing the words with tt 
ſpirit, of whom. the Lord ſays —** This peo 
have I formed for myſelf, they ſhall ſhew fo 
« my praiſe.” 


5 90 

O ALL ye nations of the world | 

' praiſe ye the Lord always, auſe 

And all ye people ev'ry where unto 
ſet forth his noble praile.. 

8 all t 

For great his mercy is to us ſeely 

his truth doth not decay, e me; 


Wherefdbre praiſe ye the Lord our God,, Madur 
praiſe ye the Lord alway, 
III. 
To Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt, 
the God whom we adore, 
Be glory as it was, is now, 
and ſhall be evermore, 


Fhirt I 
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1 Thineenth Sunday after Trinity. 


5 Pzaum CXVIII. 


ewhat was ſaid of this pſalm on Eaſter Sunday. It 
treats of the perſon of Chriſt, his ſufferings, death, 
reſurrection, andi of his becoming the head ſtone of 
the corner: For which bleſſings we are called upon 
to praiſe his holy name. This is the laſt of the 
grand Hallelujah hymns. The ſubſect of it requires 
our warmeſt thanks. May the Spirit of Jeſus glo- 
nfy him in our hearts to day, and help us to fing 


th ti with ſuch gratitude as the words require. 
peo 
who L 
) GIVE ye thanks to God the Lord, 
for very kind is he, 


auſe his mercy doth endure 
unto eternity. 
II. 

tall that fear the Lord our God 
ſeely confeſs and ſay, 
e mercy of the Lord our God 
ndureth full alway. 

III. 
diſtreſs call'd on the Lord, 
e Lord did anſwer me, 
In a large place did me ſet, 
tom trouble made me free. 


od,, 


P IV. The 
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IV. 
The mighty Lord is on my ſide, will 
{ will not be afraid; and 
For any thing that man can do ho 
I ſhall not be diſmaid. 28 


V. 

The Lord doth take my part with ther 
who help to ſuccor me; 

Th refore on thoſe who do me hate 


I my deſire ſhall ſce. 
i) pf: 
for ſtr 
xept i 
PS ALM CXVIII. cord 
tight 
rery 1 
I, Cod 
2 Lord is my mighty defence, 5 
of whom I make my ſong, — 
He is become for me indeed * 
a Saviour great and ſtrong. eaſe w, 
| II. — 
The right hand of the Lord our God ne 


doth bring to paſs great things, kroug 


He cauſeth voice of joy and health niltic 
* . A ig 
in righteous mens dwellings. _ 

pirit er 
III. ron 


The right hand of the mighty Lord into 
exalted is on high, 

The right hand of the mighty Lord Nules 
doth ever valiantly. 


325 J 


IV. 
will give thanks to thee, O Lord, 
and ever will praiſe thee, 
ho haſt me heard, and art becoine 
2 Saviour unto me. 


AFTERNOON. 


Ps ALM CXIX. 


is pſalm is made up of prayer and praiſe: Prayer 
for ſtrength to keep the law, and praiſe for having 
xeptit, There are twenty-two parts of the pſalm 
x:cording to the Hebrew alphabet, each part has 
tight verſes beginning with the ſame letter: In 
rery verſe the prophet ſpeaks of the revealed will 

Cod under a variety of names to expreſs his faith 

nit, his love to it, and his perfect fulfillment of it. 
[rom ſays it contains a great myſtery : And Au- 
Y uſtine declares, that though it ſeemed plain, yet 
de more he ſtudied it, the deeper he found the 

zaſe was. I ſuppoſe they ſpake of it in this manner, 

cauſe they knew it belonged to Chriſt, and was 

304 nictly and literally true of him, and of believers 


Ice, 


20 ilyas intereſted in him. Ne was their law-fulfiller: 
g hrough his atonement they are ſaved from its 
h -ni'ties, through his obedience they are made 


ghteous, as the law requiress When the holy 
irit enables them to believe in the blood and 
hteouſneſs of Immanuel, then he alſo puts the 
into their inward parts, and writes it in their 
arts, ſweetly conſtraining them to walk in his 
utes and to keep his commandments, and do 
dem. Then they can declare their hearty at- 
chment to the law of God, and their fixt purpoſe 
walk according to it, in order to glorify God 

P 3 tar 
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for his merey, to do good to men, and to exerci 
and to improve their graces and gifts. Upon thi 
plan they can ſing the pſalm before us. It is the 
a ſweet ſubject of prayer and praiſe. Every wo 
tends to ſtir up love to the holy will of God, a 
defires to keep it with growing delight. May th 
finging of it now anſwer thoſe purpoſes, 


NS 
I. C 
O THAT thy ſtatutes to obſerve [hat | 
thou would my ways direct my 
Then ſhall I have no ſhame, when 1 
thy precepts all reſpect. 


II. 

Thy teſtimonies and thy ways 
much more my heart rejoice, 
Than all the treaſures of the earth, 

which worldlings make their choice. 
III. 
Upon thy precepts I will muſe, 
and thereto frame my talk, 
As at a mark ſo will I aim, 
in thy ways how to walk. 
IV. 
Upon thy ſtatutes my delight 
ſhall conſtantly be ſet, 
And by thy grace I never will 
thy tr word forget. 


11 
Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity. 
PALM CXIX. 


1 
* 
1 
- 


I. 
NSTRUCT me, Lord, in the right way 
of thy ſtatutes divine, 
bat them to keep unto the end 
my heart I may incline. 
II. 
rant me the knowlege of thy law, 
that I may it obey, 
ith heart and mind and all my might 
| may it keep alway. 
III, 
om vain deſires and worldly luſts 
turn back mine eyes and fight, 
id with thy Spirit ſtrengthen me 
o walk thy ways aright. 
IV. 
ufrm thy gracious promiſe, Lord, 
zich thou haſt made to me, 
io am thy ſervant, and would love 
ad nothing fear but thee, 


E. 


P 3 P8ALM 


55 
PSALM CXIX. 


I. 
EFORE that J afflicted was, 
err'd and went aſtray, 
But now I keep thy holy word 
and make it all my ſtay. IV. 


II. { 
Thou Lord art good, and doeſt good, Ind f 
thy gifts of grace are free, faſt 


Thine ordinances how to keep 
therefore, O Lord teach me, 
III. 
O happy time may I well ſay, 
when thou didit me correct, 
That I thereby might learn thy laws 
and never them reject. 
IV. 
O Lord, thy word and law to me 
is dearer manifold, 
Than gold and ſilver in great ſums, 
or ought that can be told. 


AFTI 


181 


AFTERNOON: 


PS ALM CXIX. 


J. 

IN heav'n, O Lord, where thou doſt dwell 
| thy word is ſtabliſh'd ſure, 
nd ſhall to all eternity 
faſt ſettled there endure, 

II. 
om age to age thy truth abides, 
as doth the earth witneſs, 
[hoſe groundwork thou haſt laid fo ſure, 
as no tongue can expreſs. 

III. 
'n to this day we may well ſee 
how thou doſt them preſerve 
cording to thine ordinance : 
for all things do thee ſerve. 

IV. 
nothing in this world I ſee, 
which hath at length no end, 
it thy commandments and thy word 
deyondall time extend, 
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Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity. Th 


C 
Ps ALM CXXI. Th, 
N 

The fifteen pſalms following the cxixth are entit 
Jorge, as ſome are called hymns, and others pfalnWTh « 
and ſongs of degrees, or of aſcenſions, deſcribingt! p 


goings up of Jeſus, ſtep by ftep to his hight 
exaltation. He expreſſes here in the two firſt verſe Hen 
His dependence upon Jehov -h for help to carty hi CG 
through his work, and in the following part of t! 
pſalm receives a gracious anſwer from Jehovaice 
taining a full promiſe of continual ſupport. I 
promiſe made to Jeſus the head will be made gy: 

to every believer in him, who is riſen with Chr 

and is growing up into Chriſt, If our afte&ions bi ** ! 
and our converſation be, where he is at the H 1 
hand of God, then we ſhall by faith reſt upon hi A 
to fulfill this pſalm to us. And waiting on him! 
it we ſhall lift up our hearts and voices in this } 
ſong of praife. May we now ſing it to his glory 
to our mutual edification. 


whe 

1 dur 

; . it is 

1 TO the hills will lift mine eyes with 
from whence doth come mine aid; Nee. 

My ſafety cometh from the Lord lic © 
who heav'n and earth hath made, ay 
. M 15 


Thy foot he'll not let ſlide: nor will 
he ſlumber who thee keeps; 
Behold he who keeps Iirael 
he ſlumbers not, nor ſleeps. 
III. 


3 


III. 
The Lord thee keeps, he thy deſence 
on thy right hand doth ſtay, 


| | 
1 


4 4 
. - 
4 1 | 


The moon by night thee ſhall not ſmite 1 "1 

nor yet the ſun by day. 1 | 

ntit! IV. | * i 
ang he Lord ſhall keep thy ſoul, he hall q th 
vieh preſerve thee from all ill, 1 


dere lenceforth thy going out and in 
hi God keep for ever will. 


t oft | 
alc 
: * 
1 Ps ALM CXXII. | 
de ot y 
Ci. 22 3 
ions be Prophet here rejoices. in heart at the people's 

a villingneſs to ſerve God in his appointed place 
he rig 8 apfointed place 
don hi and means. He commends ſexuſale:n for its pri- 


im WM vleges in this reſpect, and prays for its peace and \ 
nis Wl Proiperity. The church at that time was the con- 
gregation of believers proſeſſing the ſame faith in | 
the ſame Jeſus, as we do now. Of this church, 
whether on earth, or the ſeruſalem that is above, 
our one Lord Immanuel is the head, and his Spi- 
nt is in all the members. He keeps them in unity 
with their Lord and with one another. Thus they 
1d; are taught to pray for the proſperity of the catho- 
le church, and they never conſult their own - 
tereſt more, than by praying for it: Becauie he 
bas promiſed, they ſhall proſper that love thee." / 
May we find his promiſe made good to day: It 
will, if we endeavor to keep the unity of the Spi- 

it in the bond of peace. May we fing with one 
faith and one heart to the praiſe of our one Lord. 
Glory be to him in the higheſt: May he keep 
feace upon earth, and good will towards men. 
Pq I. 17 

| 


| 


lor) 


III. 


| 4 
T JOY'D when to the houſe of God 


5 


Jeruſalem within thy gates 


1 


We will go up they ſaid to me: 


Our happy feet ſhall ſtanding be. 
II 


Jeruſalem as a city 

Is compactly built together, ( 

Unto that place the tribes go up, 1) 

Ev'n the tribes of God go thither, oh 
III. 

To Iſr'el's teſtimony there Ip 


Unto God's name their thanks to pay : An 


For thrones of judgment ev'n the thrones An. 


Of David's houſe are there to ſtay, Thi 
Nov 

Tha 

ESE And 

= III! 


1 


AFT ERNO ON. 


PSALM CXXII. 


I. 
PR AV Jeruſalem may have 
Peace from God and felicity, 
They that love thee and wiſh thee peace 
Shall have certain proſperity. 
II. 
pray that peace may ſtill abide 
and ſafe within thy walls remain, 
nes And ever may thy palaces 
Their ſweet proſperity retain. 
III. 
Now for my friends and brethrens ſake, 
That peace ſhall be in thee I'll ſay, 
And for the houſe of God our Lord 
Ill ſeek to do thee good alway. 
IV. 
To Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, 
The God whom heav'n and earth adore, 
be plory as it was of old, 
lnow, and ſhall be evermore. 


8 ixic ent 5 


11 
Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity, 


psabu CXXIIL. 0g 


The prophet here being in great diſtreſs teaches us by 85 
his example, to whom we are to look for ſupport | 
under, and for deliverance from, ſuffering. He put W. 
his perfect truſt in the God of heaven, looking to 
him for every ſpiritual bleſſing z as a good ſervan Our 
does to his lord for every temporal bleſſing : And 
then he prays earneſtly—give us grace, give us 
grace—repeating it through the fervency of hisde- nd 
votion, and the heavineſs of his croſs, for he waz of 
greatlytroubledwith the reproaches of proud world- 
lings. Here is a pattern for us under all our ſuf- 
ferings; and ſuffer we muſt. If we belong to Chril 
this pſalm will become familiar to us. We ha 
often met with this very caſe, and trying it ha 
been, and will be ſtill more ſo: Becauſe it is a 
croſs we cannot eſcape. May we never mee 
with it, but as the croſs of Chriſt, Then if v 
be reproached for his name, happy are we, He 
will give us grace ſufficient for us under the trial 
and he will make it bring forth its proper fruits 
In this faith may we all fing the pſalm to hi 
praiſe, who giveth grace and glory, 


. 
THOU that in the heav'ns doſt dwell 


vs fre 


I lift mine eyes to thee, to ſay 
Behold, as ſervants eyes do look : 


their maſters hand to ſee: 
II. 
As maidens eyes her miſtreſs? hand, 
ſo do our eyes attend 
Upon the Lord our God, until 
to us he mercy fend, 


them 


1 


III. 
0 grant to us thy mercy, Lord, 
grant mercy in thy ſight, 

For we are fill'd and overcome 
with contempt and deſpite. 

Iv. 
Our ſoul is fill'd with ſcorn of thoſe 
who at their eaſe abide, 
nd with the inſolent contempt 
of thoſe who ſwell in pride. 


was 
orld 
ſul⸗ PsALu CXXIV. 
ri. 


Vadis is a ſweet hymn of praiſe to the keeper of If- 
+ high rofl. His redeemed in all ages have his ſame love 
i; fl towards them, and his ſame power over them: And 
meet they here acknowledge it. They aſcribe their ſafe- 
ir wells from enemies entirely to the Lord their God. 
ne They give him all the glory of paſt deliverances, 
trial ind profeſs their fixt hope in his help for the time 
ruit- fo come. The whole Iſrael of God has ſtill the 
„ hi fame almighty keeper. May we remember what 
| he has done for us, and thank him—what he has 
promiſed, and truſt him : Then we ſhall be in tune 

to ſing the pſalm aright. If he has indeed ſaved 

well) us from all our ſpiritual enemies, and has engaged 
toſayeus for ever, O what a hymn of thanks ſhould 
we offer to him this day! The Lurd make us more 
ſenſible of his mercies, and more thankful for 
them, | 
I. 


AD not the Lord been on our ſide, 
may Iſrael now ſay; 
ad not the Lord been on our ſide 
when men role us to ſlay, 
II. They 


III. 
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IT. | 
They had us ſwallow'd quick, when as ple 
their wrath *gainſt us did flame: me 
Waters had cover'd us, our ſoul 2 
had ſunk beneath the ſtream. 2 
III. M. 

Then had the waters ſwelling high ma 
over our ſoul made way: ng 


Bleſt be the Lord, who to their teeth 
gave us not for a prey. 
IV. 
Our ſouls eſcaped, as a bird 
out of the fowler's ſnare, 
The ſnare aſunder broken is, 
and we eſcaped are. 


Wo 
Our ſure and all-ſufficient help 
15 in Jehovah's name, 


His name who did the heav'ns create, And: 
and who the earth did frame. The! 

0 th. 

AFTHRNOQOO0:N, To hi 

bo G 

sat CXXV, * 

tand 


The ſubject of this pſalm is nearly the ſame witht 
laſt: It deſcribes the perfect ſafety of thoſe v 
truſt in the Lord, He himſelf will be their 
mighty protector. When enemies invade the 
as the hills tand about Jeruſalem, ſo will he ſta 
round about his people. His ſalvation ſhall 
for walls and bulwarks, Happy are the p97 

ki 


* 


71th t 
fe v 
heir 
the 
le ta 


hall 


pep 
ki 
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that are in ſuch a caſe! Yea bleſſed are the peo- 
ple, who have the Lord for their defence! O for 
more faith in his word, and more dependenee 
upon his perſevering love, and almighty arm. 
He will certainly fulfill his promiſes in this pſalm, 
great though they be, to thoſe who truſt in him. 


May we now put honor upon the promiſes here 
made us, and ſing of his faithfulneſs with rejoic- 
ing hearts. 


J. 
HOSE that do place their confidence 
Upon the Lord our God only, 
ind flee to him for their defence 
n all their need and miſery, 
Their faith is ſure ſtill to endure 
rounded on Chriſt the corner- ſtone, 
Mov'd with no ill, but ſtandeth ſtill 
ed faſt like to the mount Sion. 
II. 
ind as about Jeruſalem 
The mighty hills do it compaſs, 
0 that no foes can come to them 
lo hurt that town in any caſe, 
o God indeed in ev'ry need 
His faithful people doth defend, 1 
anding them by aſſuredly 1 
Irom this time forth world without end. 


Seventeenth 


11 


Seventeenth Sunday after Trinit) 


PSALM CXXV, wh 


I. 
2 wiſe and good is our Lord God * 
And will not ſuffer certainly thr 
The ſinners and ungodly's rod Ch 
To reſt upon his family: wiv 
Leaſt they alſo from God ſhould ſtray ak 
Falling to fin and wickedneſs: 


O Lord defend both nicht and day wel 
Thy little flock and chem ſtill bleſs, * 

II. ou 
O Lord, do good to chriſtians all -a 
Who ftedfaſt in thy word abide, - oh 
But ſuch as from the Lord do fall, are 
And to falſe doctrine daily ſlide, kep 
Them will the Lord ſcatter abroad oh 


With kypocrites thrown down to hell; 
God will them ſend pains without end, WY ily 
But peace he will give Iſrael. in! 


Pe Al 


*cAL 


This pfalm was written for our admonition, upon 


C. WW 3 
PsaLm CXXVI. 


whom the ends of the world are come. It was 
not peculiar to one age or time of the church. It 
is not of any ſuch private interpretation, but be- 
longs to the whole people of God: For it relates 
to a ſpiritual captivity, which we are all under 
through fin, and it ſets forth the holy joy, which 
Chriſt gives, when he proclaims liberty to the cap- 
tives, He enables them to find redemption thro” 
frith in his blood, and he puts a new ſong in their 
mouths, even a thankſgiving to their almighty de- 
liverer., Then ſuch perſons underſtand the pſalm 
well. They remember the joy of their firſt love, 
and what great things God did for them. And 
they know their own hearts, how ready they are 
to turn to captivity again, if the holy Spirit was to 
lea e them, therefore they pray, that the ſtreams 
of his grace may be to them, what ſtreams of water 
are to dry ground, (ſuch as was ſouth of Judah) 
kept alive and made fru'tful through him, they 
ſhall not turn again to folly, but go on their way 
rejoicing : they may ſow in tears, always ſorrowful 
for what they are in themſelves, but they may now 
always rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, and they ſhall reap 
in him a harveſt of joy everlaſting, 15 this pſalm 
true of us? Are we his lawful captives, w how he 
has delivered from the hand of all our enemies? 
O let us ſing of the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath 
made us free, Let us exalt our redeemer to day. [21 
Here is a glorious hymn for the occaſion. May 8 
all within us bleſs bim, and may the holy Spirit v8 
glorify him in our hearts, while we praiſe him 1 
with our lips. | 


I. WHEN 


Sth 


HEN Sion's fad captivity 
the Lord return'd again, 
Lake unto them that dream were we, 


our mouth was filled then bis 
II. . Th 

With laughter, and our tongue did ling, I ane 
then ſaid they thereupon anc 
Among the heathen: Mighty things the 
for them the Lord hath done, 2 
III. neſ 


The Lord hath done ou things for us, 


we joyful are there 
Like ſtreams in South, Kill do thou Lon 


turn our captivity. Ma 
IV. pra 

Who ſow in tears ſhall reap in joy: 
who goeth on and mourns 6 


Bearing choice ſeed, ſure he with joy 
bearing his ſheaves returns. 


1g 


US, 


Lord 


TER 
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his is a prayer for pardon and acceptance, and an en- 
couragement to wait on the Lora for theſe bleſſings, 
They who have known what the guilt of fin 1s, 
and have been exerciſed in the ſchool of repent» 
ance, can ſee a great beauty in this pſalm, It is 
their very caſe. And when they have found mer- 
cy, and plenteous redemption, then they under- 
ſtand it all, and can bleſs the Lord for his good- 
neſs to their ſouls, O that we may fing it to day, 
as our own experience, Indeed ſo far as we be» 
lieve ourſelves raiſed from the depths of fin and 
miſery,and partakeis of the mercy of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus, we ſhall bleſs and praiſe his holy name, 
May our lives as well as our lips ſhew forth his 


praiſes now and for ever. 


J. 
ORD, from the depths to thee I cry'd, 
my voice, Lord, do thou hear, 
mo my ſupplications voice 
give an attentive ear. 
II. 
Lord, if in juſtice thou ſhouldſt mark 
our ſins, and them peruſe, 
Tho could ſtand in thy ſight and ſay, 
I can myſelf excuſe ? 
III. 
but thou art merciful and free 
= boundleſs in thy grace, 
hat we might always careful be 


to fear before thy face. 
Eighteenth 
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Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity: tof 


Psatm Cxxx. 

p — 

N God the Lord I put my truſt, — 
my ſoul Waits on his will, prid 

His promiſe is for ever juſt mak 
and I hope therein ſall. — 
II. good 


My ſoul to God hath great regard 
waiting for him alway, 

Waiting much more than they who watel 
to ſee the dawn of day. 


III. 


O Ittael truſt in the Lord, h 
with him there mercy 1s, a 
And he doth plenteouſly afford 2 N 
redemption unto his: 1 
Iv. 18 11 

Ev'n he it is, who Iſr'al ſhall 
thro' his abundant grace Ira 
Redeem from bis offences all, let þ 
and wholly them deface. inst 
Ps AL CXXXI. eon 


We have here a pattern of perfect humility. Leatt 
of me, ſays Jeſus, for I am meek and lowly. In th 
pſalm he appeals to his Father for the lowline s 
his heart and looks and converſation : Who cou! 
ever make ſuch an appeal, but himſelf? And thet 
he requires all his diſciples to hope in God for gract 
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to follow his example: And they do. Taught by his. 
word and enabled by his Spirit the ſame mind is in 
them, which was alſoin Chriſt Jeſus, Thus he gives 
them his promiſed reſt, a ſweet holy reſt unto their 
fouls, which none upon earth but the humble 
know, and which they partake more of, as they 
grow more humble. Jeſus maſter ſave us from 
pride, from the guilt and from the power of it. O 
make us willing to learn of thee, and make us 
able to follow thy ſteps in true meekneſs and low- 
lineſs, ſo ſhall we fing of thy grace and tell of thy 
goodneſs, as long as we have our being. 


: J. 
Y heart not haughty is, O Lord, 
mine eyes not lofty be, 
or do I deal in matters great, 1 
or things too high for me. | 

II. N 

ut as a child, that weaned 1s, 

with ſpirit meek and mild, 

w have I, Lord, behav'd, my ſoul 


atci 


is like a weaned child. — 
III. 18 

) Iſrael truſt in the Lord, " 

let him be all thy ſtay, bl 


Iraſt in the Lord from this time forth 
trom age to age alway, 


Leart AFTERNOON; 
PSALM CXXXIII. 


is is a beautiful deſcription of the communion of 
untz—bring made one with Jeſus, he by his Spirit 
unites 


34 ] 


unites them to one another under him. This com 
munion with him theirlife-giving head, and wit 
each other through vim is like the ſanctifying o 
on the hich prieſts head, which was „pon ſeſu 
without meaſure, and from thence flows d un: 
the loweſt believer, and it is like the frunſl de nis 
which made the dry hills of Hermon and Si a! 


afford plenty of paſture, and this communion 11M we 
through life, and will be pe fe ed with ! de 
bleſſing of life everlaſting, Well may we ſing the 
it then in this our pilgrimage. It brings with ſen 
many mercies, and alleviates many miſeries. thi 
that we may all be one with Jeſus our head, li mi 
in love as members actusted by his Spirit, 2 Fo 
with mutual prayers, advice, and helps endes We 
to ſhew that we have been taught of God to lo Ma 
one another, May we fing as brethren with h eve 
mony of hearts to the praiſe of the God of lo the 
tion 
J. * = = Gee: 
EHOLD how good a thing it is 

and how becoming well, 8 

Together ſuch as brethren be 1 
in unity to dwell. ho 
II, ble 

Like precious ointment on the head . 
which down the beard did flow, Lift x 
Ev'n Aaron's beard, and to the ſkirts un! 
did of his garments go, and g 
III. his 

Like Hermon's dew, like dew which d 

on Sion's hill deſcend; ehov 
For there the bleſſing God commands W whe 
life that ſhall never end, e wi 


Ninete 


ite 


11 
Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity. 


PSSALM CXXXIV. 


This is a command to the Lord's ſervants to aſcribe 


all bleflings to him, and todo it conſtantly night, as 
well as day, and to expreſs outwardly their heart 
dependence on him, by lifting up their hands to 
the holy place, to Chriſt, who was there repre- 
ſented, expecting all good from him. Aſcribe 
this to him, and he will bleſs you. He has pro- 
miſed it: And he is able to make his word good: 
For he is the almighty creator of heaven and earth. 
We are going to fulfill this command in the letter: 
May we all perform it, as a ſpiritual ſervice. May 
every heart aſcribe its bleſſings, whether we have 
them in hand or in hope to the God of our ſalva- 
tion, and may we ſing together glorifying him io 
deed and in truth, 


I. 
EH OLD and have regard 
ye ſervants of the Lord, 


Who in his houſe by night do watch, 


bleſs him with one accord. 
II. 


lift up your hands cn high 


unto his holy place, 


and give the Lord his praiſes due, 


his benefits embrace, 
III, 


[thovah is our God, 


who heav'n and earth did frame, 
e will bleis Sion, and preſerve 


for evermore the ſame, 
IV. To 
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IV. 

To God the Father, Son, pra 

and Spirit, glory be, fi 

As *twas, and 1s, and ſhall be b k is 

to all eternity. al 
h PS ALM CXXXV. 

The ſubject of this pſalm is the ſame with the ſaſt. dor 
is a command to bleſs God, and it is given to ever | 
one who draws near to him in his houſe. It is re he 
peated again and again, with great vehemency, ind 


enforce it the more upon us It is ſaid to be goof] hi: 
to be pleaſant, and it is ſo to thoſe whom God hat 
called to be his peculiar people : They find prai 

ing him with their hearts, and expreſling it wit 

their voices, a delightful exerciſe, All bis work 

and providences afford to them freſh matter 

praiſe. The pfalm ends with calling upon t 
whole church to join in the praiſes of the L 

their God, O fora Spirit of praiſe, more, more i: 
poured out upon us. The mote we know of God 
Chriſt, the more reaſon we have to praiſe hi 
Our mercies are free, great, many, endlecſs--G 
give us a deeper ſenſe of our unworthinels of t 
leaſt, and keep us in a right frame to aſcribe toh 
all the praiſe of the greateſt, May he receive 
from us to day and for ever. 


PRAISE the Lord, praiſe ye his n- 
praiſe him with one accord, 
O praiſe him ill all ye that be 
the ſervants of the Lord. 


nd t 
in g 
hat 
that 
nd 11 


the | 


by n 


O praiſe him, ye * fland and be men 
in the houſe of the Lord, brou, 

Ve of his court and of his bouſ⸗ are x 
praiſe him with one accord. 


3 III. Pri 
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III. 
Praiſe ye the Lord: For he is good, 
ſing praiſes to his name, 
k is a very pleaſant thing 
always to do the fame. 
| IV. 
For Jacob to himſelf the Lord: 
hath choſen, as ye ſee: 
ind he hath choſen Iſrael 
his treaſure for ta be. 


iſt, 
ever 
18 re 
cy, 


AFTERNOON. 


on tl PS ALM CXXXV, 


Ore it 1 

God : 

ſe hi HIS have I known aſſuredly, 
—0 the Lord is very great, 

s of , ad that our Lord above all Gods 
eton 


in glory hath his ſeat. 

II. 
hat thing ſoever pleas'd the Lord, 
that in the heav'n did he, 
nd in the earth, the ſeas, and all 
the places deep that be. 

III, 
by name ſhall ſtill endure and thy 
memorial likewiſe, 
iroughout all generations, which 
are now, or ſhall ariſe, 


Q Twentieth 


»CC1vC 
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Twentieth Sunday after Trinity, 


Ps AL CXXXV. 


I. 
ALL ye houſe of Ifrael, 
ſee that ye praiſe the Lord, 
And ye that be of Aaron's houſe 
praiſe him with one accord. 
IT. 
O praiſe the Lord of Levi's houſe, 
ye who his ſervants are, 
And praiſe the holy name of God, 
all ye the Lord who fear, 
III. 

And out of Sion ſound his praiſe, 
the great praiſe of the Lord, 
Who dwelleth in Jeruſalem, 

praiſe him with one accord. 
IV. 
To Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt, 
the God whom we adore, 
Be glory as it was, is now, 
and ſhall be evermore, 


PSALuU CXXXVI. 


This pſalm is an exhortation to praiſe [cho 
that mercy, which is over all his works of ci 
providence, and redemption, and which 15 0 


people to bleſs them for ever. The burden « 


ſong is“ for his mercy endureth forever” 
is repeated in every verſe, to ſhew that we c 
enough extol that mercy, to which we one 


bun 
Wh ne 4 


be Pr. 
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bleſſings both in earth and heaven. May a fweet 
ſenſe of it accompany our praiſes this day, and may 
we {ing in perfect harmony with the old teſtament 
church, celebrating with thankful hearts the mer- 
cy of our God which endurcth for ever. 
. 
RAISE God for he is kind, 
his mercy ne'er decays, 
Give thanks and praiſus s fhng 
God of Gods A wing 1 
For certainly 
his mercies dure 
moit ürm aud ture 
eternally. 
II. 
The I, ord of hosts Provle ve, 
whoſe mercies still "Ry Ep 
Great Wonders Oni ne 
(oth work by his great power: 
For certainly, &. 


vi noie 


111 
211. 


Wag ue remember when 


Tor Certainiy, &. 
IV 


rere N no doth all men with food 
Abu Want ſuppiy: 

den OV rerctore let 'God moit good 
ver e prais'd inc eſtantly. 

For certainly, &. 


Q za -  arrak 


1 
AFTERNOON. 


PSsALM CXXXVIIL 


This is a pſa'm of p aiſe for God's faithfulneſs to his 
word. He has nag::/hed it above all hs nime, 
For he has 1vlfiliea every promiſe made to [ce 1s 
Chriſt the head of the Church, and what haz been 
made good to the head will infallibly be made go 
to all his members. In this fa th we may ule t 
words. They contain exceeding great ang prec1 


3 
1 

. 
N. 

* g 
Y , 
% 
b 
by 
2 

£ 
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Th 


ous promiſes, May the Lord the Spirit apply tam; ] 
and enable us to mix faith with them, that while 
we ſing them we may be ſatisficd all the blethug Alt 
nere mentioned are ours, | 
. Is 
THEE will I praiſe with my whole heart, 4 
O Lord, my God always, 
Ev'n in the preſence of the gods U 
I will advance thy praiſe. 7 
II. | 
Towards thy holy temple I V 
will look and worſhi p thee, | Ws 
And praiſed in.my thankful mouth 1 
Thy holy name _ be. * 
III. 
Ev'n for thy mercy and thy truth, Tac 
I will praiſe thee, O Lord, =.” 


For thou above r thy great name, 
haſt magnity'd thy word. 
IV. 
Thou didſt me anſwer in the day 
when I to thee did cry, 
And thou my fainting ſoul with ſtrength, 
didſt ſtrengthen inwardly, 


. 


T wwanty 
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T wenty-f'r/t 8 unday after Trinity, 
PS ALM CXXXVIII. 


I. 

HE Lord is high, but yet he doth 

the lowly man reſpect: 
The proud he knows far off, and thera 

he doth with ſcorn reject. 

IL 

Altho' in midſt of trouble I 

do walk, yet ſhall I ſtand f 
Reviv'd by thee: For thou, O Lord, 
oY wilt ſtretch out thy right hand 


IIT. 
Upon the wrath of all my foes: 
And ſaved ſhall I be 
By thy right hand, The Lord God wall 
perfect his work on me, 
IV. 
Thy mercies laſt for evermore, 
thou wilt not me forſake: 
J Thou wilt not caſt away the work 
which thine own hands did make, 


1451 


1 
x Psa1m CXLI. 

by - | HOU 
IDE C vh 
his is a prayer for the acceptance of our perſons and . 
== ſervices; we and they are well pleaſing unto the Ind. 


Father in the beloved. Through his intercei:ion WM wh 
our praye:s are graciouſly heard, and ſeaſonabiy 
anſwered, He is the great angel of the covenant, 

who has much incenſe to offer with the prayers of The 
the ſaints upon the golden altar, which is before ſha 
the throne. May the holy Spirit enable us to pre- hil. 
ſent theſe our ſervices through him. Let us ing, he 
and pray, and hear, looking in all to Jeſus; ani y 
hoping that he is now ſtanding in the preſence of Xx 

God for us, let us rejoice and be glad in our hea- 

venly advocates 


J. 
O LORD, upon thee, do I call, 


then haſt thee unto me, 2 

And hearken thou unto my voice bay 
when I do cry to thee, MW That 
II. hippe 

As incenſe let my pray'r come up | * 
directed in thine eyes, * 
And the uplifting of mine hands lay 
as th' ev'ning ſacrifice. bt 
III. Be 


For, O my Lord and God, mine eyes 
do look up unto thee, 

In thee is all my truſt, my ſoul 
ſhall not foriaken be. 


IV. Thou 


* 7 


Woo ot 


IV. | 
Thou from the ſnare wilt keep me ſafe | ' 


which they for me prepare, 
Ind from the dang”rous traps of them 


) who wicked workers are. 1 
7 v. | 15 
Ie workers of iniquity nt 
re mall in their own nets ſall, 


:- MWhilft IJ do by thine help eſcape 
dhe danger of them all. 4 


- AFTERNOON. 
PsALu CXLIII. 


ie perſon who ſpeaks this pſalm is in the greateſt 
diſtreſs, but finds relief by meditation and prayer. 
He carries his cate to God, and leaves it with him. 
That part of his prayer, which we now uſe is for 
ſapport under trials, and for ſate guidance thro? 
them by the good Spirit of God, There is no 
chriſtian without trials. No heppy chriſtian, but 
ne who is kept under them, as is here deſcribed, 
May we uſe the words as our own. We are com- 
wanded to aſk, and it is promiſed we ſhall have 
ren grace ſufficient for us. The Lord help us 
Y alk in faith nothing wavering. 


I. 
E T me thy loving kindneſs in 
the morning hear and know, 
Ir in thee is my truſt, ſhew me 


the way that I ſhould go. 
Q 4 II. For 


10U 
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IT. 
For unto thee I lift my ſoul, 
O Lord, deliver me 


From all mine enemies, for I Th 
for covert flee to thee. | 
III. 4 

Becauſe thou art my God, thy will 
to fulfill me inſtruct, ö 
Thy good Spirit ſhall to the land b 
of uprightneſs conduct. 4 
IV. Bn 

Thou wilt revive my ſoul, O Lord, 1 7 
ev'n for thine own name's ſake, WM tt 
And thou wilt for thy righteouſneſs = 
my ſoul from trouble take, | he 

f in 

160 

ab 

= gl 

I ta 
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Twenty-Jecond Sunday after Trinity, 


Psarm CXLV. 


This pſalm and the five following are hymns of 


praiſe. The greatneſs, juſtice, goodneſs, wiſdom, 
and mercy of God in all his works and ways are 
here celebrated. The fiſt verſe begins with the 
letter A, the ſecond with B, the third with G, 
and fo on through twenty one letters of the He- 
brew alphabet. Every verſe is a ſhort hymn. 
The holy Ghoſt by the mouth of the prophet ſtirs 
up the hearts of believers to admire, to adore, and 
to bieſs the Lord for all his dealings with them. 
He would have them to rejoice, yea to triumph in 
the wonders, which he has done for them. Here 
we want more humble and thanktul hearts, that 
we may ſing better than we ever did the high 
praiſes of our God, The humbleſt man will ing 


in the higheſt key: Becaute be will ſee moſt of 


God's infinite love to him. May the holy Spirit 
abaſe us in our own eyes, and give us grace to 
glorify Immanuel by finging the word, Which be 
has put into our mouths this day. 


I, 
LORD, thou art my God and kin 


Thee will I magnity and praiſe; 


Yi vil! thee bleſs and gladly ſing 
Unto thy holy name alw ays. 


II. 


from day to day I will thee bleſs, 
And praiſe thy name time without end, 
uch to be prais'd, and great God is, 


is greatneſs none can comprehend. 


2 III. Age 
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III. 
Age ſhall thy works praiſe unto age, hi 
The mighty works ſhew done by thee, nc 
1 will ſpeak of the glorious grace He? 
And honor of thy majeſty ; Vi 
IV. 


Thy wondrous works I will record. 
By men the might ſhall be extoll'd 
Of all thy fearful acts, O Lord, 
And Ithy greatneſs will unfold. 


„Nan CALLY: 


HY kingdom, Land ſhall never en 
It doth thro? ages all remain; 
The Lord upholdeth all that fall, 
The caſt-down raiſeth up again: 
II. 
The eyes of all things, Lord, attend, 
And on thee wait that here do live, 
And thou in ſeaſon due doſt ſend 
Sufficient food them to relieve. 


the 
III. lA 
Yea thou thy hand doſt open wide for 


And ev'ry thing doſt ſatisfy 
That lives, and does on earth abide 
Of thy great liberality : 


IV. 
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IV. 
he Lord is juſt in all his ways 
nd holy in his works each one: 
He's near to all who on him call, 
ho call in truth on him alone. 


AFTERNOON. 


PSs ALM CXLV. 


I. 
OD will accompliſh the deſire 
of thoſe who do him fear, 
ze alſo will deliver them 
and he their cry will hear. 
| II. 
e Lord preſerves all who him love, 
that nought can them annoy, 
ut he all choſe who wicked are 
A ill utterly deſtroy. 
| III. 
ly thankful mouth ſhall gladly ſpeak 
che praiſes of the Lord: 
(ll Aeſh to praiſe his holy name 
for ever ſhall accord, 
IV. | 
0 Father, Son, and holy Ghoft, 
the God whom we adore, 
glory as it was, is now, 


and ſhall be evermore. 
3 Twenty. 


x en 


le 


IV. 
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Twenty-third Sunday after Trinity. 


PSALM CXLVI. A 


This is a pſalm of praiſe. It begins and ends with 
Hallelujah. Every word tends to lead us ſo to truſt 
in God, as to find reaſon to love him, and to praiſe! 
him. Ta this end we are required to put no tru 
in any man or thing, which may draw away gur 
hearts from God, but in every difficulty to ref 
entirely upon God as our loving Father in Jeſu 

with perfect confidence, and then. we ſhall alway 


find in him matter of praiſe. Several inſtances W 
are here given of his ſaving his people in thei 
greateſt diſtreſſes: From whence we are encous 
raged to depend upon his all-ſufficiency, his truth 


and his mercy, and we ſhall experience the ſ:ing 
ſalvation. , O for a heart to thank the Lord ac8 
cording to the ſpirit of this hymn, It calls rofl Ar 
much thankfulneſs. May we mix faith with it | 
and ſing rejoicing: So that our God may be e 
alted, and our ſouls comforted, | 


] W. 

J. | | 

RAISE the. Lord: Praiſe him, Omy foul w. 

Pl praite God while I live, : ( 
While I have being, to my God 

in pſalms Pll praiſes give. Th 

II. t 

Truſt not in worldly princes then Sh: 

tho” they abound in wealth, . 


Nor in the ſons of mortal men 
12 whom there 1s no health. 
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III. 
For when their breath from them departs 
to earth anon they fall, 
And then the counſels of their hearts 


7 decay and periſh all, 


truſt 

raiſe} PsaLu CXLVI. 

ru 

our 1. 

* HAPPY 1s that man and bleſt 

my whom Jacob's God doth aid, 

ace WW hoſe hope upon the Lord doth reſt 

thei and on his God is ſtay'd. 

on 5 II. 

Wo made the earth and higheſt heav'ns, 
who made the ſwelling deep; . 

And all that is within the ſame, 
who truth doth ever keep. 

III. 

Who righteous judgment executes 
for thoſe oppreſt that be, 

Who to the hungry giveth food, 
God lets the pris'ners free. 

IV. 

The Lord ſhall reign for evermore, 
thy God, O Sion, he 

Shall reign from age to age alone: 
praiſe to the Lord give ye. 


: 
* 
N 
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AF TEBRNO ON. 


5 1 Psatm CXLVIL. 


- 


re the pſalmiſt ſtill ſings the praiſes of God for his 
great love to, and care over his church. He is very 
particular in his deſcription, ſetting forth the per- 
fections of God, which are diſplayed in all his deal- 
ings with his people. May his Spirit teach us the 
true ſenſe of this hymn, and if he enable us to ſee 
all the bleſſings here mentioned our own, then we 
ſhall ſing it with greatful hearts unto the praiſe 
of our God. 7 
I, 


RAISE ye the Lord, for it is good 2 
unto our God to ſing, 
For it is pleaſant, and to praiſe 
is a moſt comely thing. 
II. 
The Lord his own Jeruſalem 
he buildeth up alone, 
And the diſpers'd of Iſrael 
doth gather into one, 
III. 755 V 
He heals the broken in their heart, 3 


1 me N 4%, as Ped < . 77 
1 => x a UA * 12 i 


their wounds up doth he bind, = 1 
He counts the number of the ſtars, 5 
and names them in their kind. 4 
IV. 


In all of them who do him fear 

the Lord doth pleaſure take, 
In thoſe that to his mercy do 
by hope themſelves becake, 

| T wenty- 
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Taventy-fourth Sunday after Trinity: 
| PSALM CXLVII. 


I. 

O PRAISE the Lord, Jeruſalem 

3 thy God, O Sion, praiſe, l 
For he the bars hath forged ſtrong {| 
F, wherewith thy gates he ſtays. 
: IT, | 


Thy children in thee he hath bleſt, i 
- and in thy borders he j 
8 Doth ſettle peace, and with the flour i 
5 of fineſt wheat fills thee, : 1 


III. 
The doctrine of his holy word 
to Jacob he doth ſhow, 
His ſtatutes and his judgments he 
gives lirael to know. 
IV. 
With any nation he hath not 
ſo dealt, nor have they known 
His holy judgments, therefore praiſe, 
praiſe ye the Lord alone. 
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P8alM 


1 
Ps a L M ein. 


This is a ng of praiſe. A hallelujah pſalm—much Fo 
the ſame as the laſt—only the chorus is fuller: In all 
it may we all bear apart. The prophet would have MW At 
the univerſe to join in thankſgiving to our incar- all 
nate God. He calls upon the angels, and the hea 
venly hoſt, then upon ſun, moon, and ſtars, upon 
every animate and inanimate being, and then fills 
up the conſort with the ſons of men of every age, 
condition, and ſex, requeſting them to ccieh te 
the praiſes of our Lord and king. May all this 
congregation now make melody in their hearts 7 
unto the Lord. May we ſing to day in tome * 


meaſure as we hope to ſing our everlaſtinghym on 
All 
1 tor 


IVE laud unto the Lord 
From heav'n that is fo high, 
Praiſe him in deed and word 
above the ſtarry ſky, 
And alto ye 
His angels all 
Armies royal, 
Praiſe joy ſully. 
II. 
Praiſe him both ſun and moon, 
which are ſo clear and bright, 
ee. of you be done 
e glitt'ring ſtars of light; 
* And 1 no leſs PE 
ye heav*ns moſt fair, 
Clouds of the air 
his laud expreſs, 
III. Fo 
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III. 
"ck For at his word they were 
ia all formed as we ſee, 
dave At his voice did appear 
car-W all things in their degree, 
TY And all ſhall laſt 
wo from changes free; 
ge, His firm decree 
012te ſtands ever faſt. 
W IV. 
e Extoll and praiſe God's name, 
on earth ye dragons fell, 
| All deeps do ye the ſame, 
or it becomes ye well: 
The ſame do ye 
fire, hail, ice, ſnow, 
And ſtorms that blow 
at his decree. 


AFTERNOON. 


| Ps ALM CXLVIII. 
1 hills and mountains all, 


and trees that fruitful are, 
The cedars great and tall, 
his worthy praiſe declare; 
Beaſts and cattle, 
yea birds of wing, 
And worms creeping, 


that on earth dwell. 


I. Fe 
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I II. 

All kings both great and ſmall, 
with all their pompous rain, 
Princes and judges all, 

that in the world remain, 


Exalt his name | 25 
young men and maids, thi 
Old men and babes Y + 
do ye the fame. bu 
III. I 
For his name ſhall we prove | BE 
to be moſt excellent ; dhe 
Whole praiſe is far above 3 
the earth and firmament, : ** 
For ſure he ſhall rot 
exalt with bliſs bY 
The horn of his n 
and help them all. 33 
IV. Wie 
His ſaints all ſhall forth tell, | 
his praiſe and worthineſs, _ 
The ſons of Iſrael 9x 
his worthy name ſhall bleſs, a... 
O therefore raiſe ba 
your grateful voice, (bit 
And ſtill rejoice WIT 

the Lord to praile. 
JR 
the 
in 1 


T rventys 
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T wenty-fifth Sunday after Trinity, 
PSALM CXLIX. 


verel of the pſalms before this have treated of the 
praiſes of Cod. In the church's triumph of praiſe 
this pſalm follows the reſt in order, as completing 
the ſubject: For here we have the great victory of 
the church over all her enemies celebrated, which 
is begun here by faith, and will be completed. 
A when the ſaints ſhall judge the world. Then they 
JF ſhall be one with their glorified head for ever, and 
then this pſalm ſhall have its eternal accompliſh- 
ment. They ſhall triumph in their king Imma- 
nuel, and through him in bis Father and their 
Father by the grace of the holy Spirit. There is 
MF nothing contrary to this, except what is ſaid of 
Wt: Gr rj4icing in their beds, which is literally tran- 
lated, when they riſe from their beds, viz. now 
om lying aſleep in the grave of fin, and here- 
after from lying aſleep in the grave of death. All 
the church has its ſhare in the ſirſt re ſurrection, 
ind every member of it may ſing this ſong with 
gladneſs of heart, expecting the bleſſings of the 
cond reſurrection. Bleſſed be the ſovereign 
trace which awakers the dead aſleep in fin. O 
hat praiſes are due for this miracle of love, And 
what a moſt happy proſpect does it open to us of 
endleſs praiſe. May we ſing with this faith, and 
vith a hope full of glory and immortality. 


J. 
RAlsE ye the Lord: unto him ſing 
a new ſong, and his praiſe 
the aſſembly of his ſaints, 


in ſweet pſalms do ye raiſe. 
enty· 


II. Let 
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II. 
Let Iſr'el in his creators * 
. , 0 
rejoice, and praiſes fing : 
Let all who Sion's children are 7 
be joyful in their king. 
III. 
Let them ſound praiſe with inſtruments 4 
; ni 
unto his holy name, 


48 
. 
* 
$ 
A 
1 * 


And with their choiceſt melody y t 
- el 
ſing praiſes to the ſame: * 
IV. 
For God doth pleaſure take in thoſe 0 
. | iN 

who his own people be, „ 
And he with his great ſalvation Erni 
the meek will beautify. 5 © 


Perun CXLIX; 


| I. 
ND in his glory excellent 
let all his ſaints rejoice, nt 

Let them when they riſe from the grave: MF ;, p 
aloud lift up their voice. J ing 
IT, no 
And in their mouth let them exalt _ 
the high praiſe of the Lord, 1 
And let them have in their right hand Wire 

the Spirit's two edg'd ſword, 


neve 
cart! 
ſwee 


III. 


1 


III. 
To execute the vengeance due 
upon the heathen all, 
And make deſerved puniſhment 
upon the people fall : 
IV. 
and ev'n with chains, as pris' ners, bind 
their kings that them command, 
Yea, and with iron fetters ſtrong 
the nobles of the land; 
, = 
On them the judgment to perform 
found written in his word: 
Inis honor is to all his ſaints; 
O therefore praiſe the Lord. 
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is his concluding hymn, and he finiſhes with call- 
ing for more praiſe to God. He repeats his calls 
no leſs than thirteen times in theſe few verſes, 
Let us praiſe ever fo often, ever ſo well, he would 
have us to try to do it more, and to do it better: 
And till though we have failed (and we ſhall fail 
fur ever) yet to take up freſh praiſes in our mouths, 
never wearied of this bleſſed employment upon 
earth : for it will be our holy employment and 
ſweeteſt happineſs in heaven. Though we have 
gone through the pſalms and are finiſhing to day, 


Ye prophet here continues the ſubject of praiſe, It 


ye 


| 
| 
| 


1 p 
yet the prophet would have us to pray for an higl 
note of praiſe than we ever ſang in. O may v 
have ſome of their Spirit, among whom not on 
every thing that breathes, but alſo every brea 
praiſeth the Lord. May God the holy Ghoſt! 
our hearts with gratitude, and help us to ling wi 
heavenly joy and gladneſs unto the Lord our G 

J. | 
Pit ye the Lord: God's praiſe wit! 

His ſanctuary ſee ye raiſc, 

And to him in the firmamenc 
Of his great pow'r aſcribe ye praiſe, 

II. 
Becauſe of all his mighty acts 
With praiſe try him to magnily : 
O praiſe him according as he 
Excells in glorious majeſty. 

„III. 

Let all who vital breath enjoy, 
The breath he does to them afford, 
In juſt returns of praiſe employ ; 
Let ev'ry creature praiſe the Lord, 

IV, 
To Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt, 
The God whom earth, and heav'n adur 
Be glory as it was of old, 
Be now, and ſhall be ever more. 
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